ANNOUNCEMENTS
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FEBRUARY 28, 2016
Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
DEADLINES
Sunday worship folder announcements(Tuesday of each week

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

April newsletter articles(March 21
Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
Keith, Beth and Taylor Belonga 


in celebration of Lillian Jennings’ birthday

Vase 2
Walter, Brenda, Becca, Katy and Austin 


in celebration of Ciara’s third birthday

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:
( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—

Pat Belonga, Chris Cotter, Tim Drummond

    
Dick and Lil Jennings

Christine, Izzy and Danny Loewen


Larry Hinds and family


Annaliese, Heather, Bill, Al and Roger
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Lani Yearicks

     and Melody and Adam Wright

( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Eugene, Desirae, Hunter and Cody, Pray for each to be adopted, and

    for Jesus to be their lifelong friend.

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include Pastor Joan Herbon and the congregation of Portage Lord of Life Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.

FINANCIAL UPDATE



Weekly offering 02/21/2016



General fund

$4,332.00



Loose cash

       65.00



Loose checks

       45.00



Flowers


       25.00


Flint water

     529.85



World Hunger
                    520.15



Pastor Discretionary Fund
     100.00



Parish Ed

       12.00





Total
$5,629.00



Simply Giving

$2,681.00

Stewardship principle

If I see the gift as mine alone to give, I might give hesitantly, even grudgingly, considering my options, then giving from a sense of ought. If I see the gift as God’s who allows me to use it for a time, then the gift can flow more freely, as I join others to be a channel for God’s love and mercy --Unknown
THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Third Sunday in Lent
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After today’s worship service, everyone is invited to the downstairs large fellowship hall for a special Anniversary Reception sponsored by the Sixtieth Anniversary Committee. Thank you to Marilyn Hogan, Brenda Kopf, Walter Kopf, Patrice Marklewitz-Booker, Bob Shorman, Phyllis Shorman and Kris Wright for organizing this joyous special event.

The Committee is currently planning a Sixtieth Anniversary Luncheon Banquet to be held at the MSU Kellogg Center after worship on Sunday, September 18. PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! The Committee will be sharing more about this event as the time gets closer. 

Today cont’d
World Hunger Offering

Today we will receive our monthly offering to help fight world hunger. The offering globe for this special offering is at the sanctuary entrance.

Media and Technology Committee Surveys about your Faith Lutheran Church experiences are due TODAY. Surveys are located on the narthex counter.
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

9:00 a.m.
Adult book study group in the library



“CHOSEN? Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-



Palestinian Conflict”

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP
As part of First Communion study, students create communion patens. 

Zach Hereza’s paten holds today’s communion bread.

5:00 p.m.
Youth Group event at Edru Skate

Tuesday, March 1
12:00 p.m.
Lunch lectionary study group in Pastor Ellen’s office

7:00 p.m.
Forum Planning Group meeting
Wednesday, March 2
9:00 a.m.
Music planning in Pastor Ellen’s office
9:30 a.m.
Quilting and LSSM ACTION

6:00 p.m.
Lent Supper



Trinity and Confirmation



Faith Bells

6:45 p.m.
LENT WORSHIP
St. Paul , in his letter to the Romans, writes, “For creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God” (Romans 8:19).  As we enter into our Lenten experience this year, we are going to enter into a deeper reflection on our place and role in creation and how we might participate in the reconciliation of all things, something the Bible calls shalom. Each week, we will focus on a different aspect of our response as stewards of creation. We will be using parts of Holden Evening Prayer for our Wednesday Lenten Service liturgy and ending each service with a prayer For the Healing of Creation. This week’s Lenten theme is REPENTANCE – What have we done to the Earth and to ourselves?
Wednesday, March 2 cont’d
7:15 p.m.
Gospel Mass Rehearsal

8:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, March 6

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School



Adult book study group in the library



“CHOSEN? Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-



Palestinian Conflict”

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP
11:30 a.m.
Worship Committee meeting

4:00 p.m.
Confirmation review until 7:00 p.m.

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

Movie Day for Sixty Plus or Minus

JOIN US FOR A MOVIE AND SNACKS!
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Wednesday, March 16 at 1:00 p.m.

Postpone that nap! Come and join your 60 plus or minus friends to see a movie in the comfort of Faith’s music room (next to the library) on our usual third Wednesday, March 16 at 1pm.  Snacks and beverages will be available. The name of the movie is to be announced, based upon availability, but we are planning a five-star choice! 

CARING COMMITTEE ANNUAL EASTER BASKET FOOD DRIVE
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        My children, we should love




          people not only with words




          and talk, but by our actions




          and true caring.





          1 John 3:18
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The Easter food drive ends in TWO weeks and the shopping cart does not have enough food in it to help 20 community families! I know it is catching all of us off guard that the Lenten season is going fast. The Easter food drive ends March 13th and we deliver the food on March 20th. Take this list of items with you on your next food shopping trip.

The Caring Committee is sponsoring the annual Easter Basket Food Drive. Meridian Township Community Resources Department provides us with the names of 20 families that need a little extra help. Faith members are blessed to be able to help by providing any/or all of the items listed below by Sunday, March 13.
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Love..
in truth
and action.




Cereal















Peanut Butter

Muffin Mix














Boxed Desserts

Juice















Easter Candy

Boxed Potatoes















Tuna

Mac & Cheese







Canned Fruits and Vegetables

             Easter Egg Coloring Kits

Cash donations help with the purchase of the hams, eggs and milk for the families. The delivery date is Sunday, March 20. Please see the sign-up sheet on the narthex Faith at Work board.

Thank you for your support, care for others and prayers as we do HIS work in our community.

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD ANNOUNCEMENT
On-Going Spiritual Formation Program: A Four-Part Series offered by Living Fire Ministries at Christ United Church, DeWitt, Wednesdays--10:30am-3:30pm--March 23, April 13, May 4 and May 25

Finding Your Inner Compass: From the Edge to the Center

Facilitator – Sister Nancy Brousseau
This series is about entering into a process where we do not find our Center; we let it find us, we welcome God who seeks us. Please join us for this community adventure into the God Center.

More detailed information and registration form posted on the community bulletin board in the hallway across from the coat racks.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
REDEEMER TACO DINNER FUNDRAISER

A delicious taco dinner fundraiser will be served from 6-7:30pm on Thursday, February 25 at Redeemer Church in Lansing. All-you-can-eat tacos, refried beans, Mexican rice, beverages and dessert. Adults $8, Seniors age 60+ $7, children under 10 $3. Everyone is welcome. No reservation necessary. Carryout available.

Redeemer is located at 2727 West Holmes road in Lansing (south of Mt. Hope, between Pleasant Grove and Catherine). For more information, please contact the church office at 517-882-8000 or janhite@sbcglobal.net.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mission Trip second payments are due 3/1/16.  Please see your emails for the amount.  If you have any questions, please notify Melinda.
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EASTER FOOD COLLECTION





Lutherdale Summer Camp, Grades 4-8 DEPOSITS DUE BY 3/1/16
Fliers have been placed in the family mailboxes of those children who are eligible to attend.  We are going to camp from August 7-12.  It is a great Lutheran camp for Fellowship with friends, awesome outdoor activities, connection with other youth, and just a plain old good time!!  The Early Bird registration deadline is March 1st with a $100.00 non-refundable deposit to receive the 40% discount.   Full price is $725.00, so with the 40% discount you will only pay $435.00 for an amazing week for your child.  Sibling discounts are also available.  Please talk with Melinda if you have any question.
Confirmation Review on Sunday, March 6th from 4:00pm – 7:00pm.  Call Melinda with any questions.

Parish Education Committee Meeting on Sunday, March 13th immediately following the worship service; after you grab coffee and treats, of course!
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Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!
Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams:  Blessing Bags and Faith Vacation Bible School.  Use this link to get started:  https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/  Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions. 
CE/Youth announcements cont’d
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Easter Egg Hunt is on March 20th.  We will be having special crafts and activities during the Sunday School hour and a special egg hunt after the worship service.  This event is for any child under the age of 4th grade.  
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Vacation Bible School will be held on August 1st – 5th from 9:00-12:00.  VBS Sunday will be on the 7th.  We are looking for volunteers to help out with the various stations and with the groups.  This year’s theme is “High
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

