ANNOUNCEMENTS
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JANUARY 31, 2016
Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
DEADLINES
Sunday worship folder announcements(Tuesday of each week

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

March newsletter articles(February 15
Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Pastor Ellen in honor and gratitude for the work of Linda Hirt as president of the congregation.

The 2016 altar flower chart is posted on the Faith bulletin board in the hallway across from the coat racks. Sign up today for first choice of significant dates for this year—open vases March 20, March 27 and April 3.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:
( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—

Pat Belonga, Chris Cotter, Tim Drummond

    
Dick and Lil Jennings

Christine, Izzy and Danny Loewen


Larry Hinds and family


Annaliese, Heather, Bill, Al and Roger
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Lani Yearicks

     and Melody and Adam Wright

( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Ross, Alex, Marquis and Fred

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include(FLC (we are this week’s synod prayer partner congregation) in your prayers of intercession is week. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Weekly offering 01/24/2016:

Year-to-date as of 12/31/15:

General Fund

$  3,390.00
Income

$266,966.50

Loose cash

       305.35
Expenses
  293,279.87
Checks


         45.00
Net Income
$ (26,313.37)

World Hunger

         60.00
Youth


       530.00

Quilter’s Fund

         74.07

Flint Water

       385.00

Flowers


         25.00

Memorial

       295.00


Total
$  5,422.77

Stewardship principle

The primary motivation for stewardship is gratitude. (Anonymous

_______________

THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

WORLD HUNGER OFFERING
Today we will receive our monthly offering to help fight world hunger. 
The offering globe for this special offering is at the sanctuary entrance.
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Senegal: Livelihood in all seasons




A lot has changed in 10 years for Fulani





herders located on the outskirts of 




Linguere, Senegal. It was a decade ago





when hunger and poverty were a daily





reality at the start of every dry season,





which lasts for eight months of the year.





During this season it was practically





impossible to get milk from the 





community’s cows and there was never





enough to drink or sell.

Today World Hunger offering cont’d

Ramata Ka, a wife and mother in the village of Klimbe, used the milk for

nutrition and sold what was left to pay for her children’s education and medical needs. Many times, the milk produced by the cows was not enough.

In response, Lutheran Development Services in Senegal, in partnership with local experts, worked with the community to create a special crossbreed of the Zebu cow and Holstein bull that produces 10 liters of milk per day, five times more than their Zebu mothers. As part of this program, Ramata was able to crossbreed her local cow to create a higher-producing dairy cow.

In addition, the community formed a cooperative where members care for the cows, collect and deliver the milk to the processing unit where it is processed into pasteurized milk, yogurt and butter and sold in the community.

Now, Ramata and her family have a sustainable livelihood, regardless of the season. “Thanks to the crossbred dairy cows, the program improves the conditions for my family and others, provides food rations for my family, my children’s education and my family’s medical needs.”
WATER FOR FLINT SPECIAL OFFERING 
One of the owners of Quality Dairy Company has offered to work with us to send 24 pallets of bottled water to Flint—this adds up to approximately 5,000 gallons of water. The owner of Quality Dairy is willing to give us a very reduced rate on the water so these 24 pallets can be delivered to Salem Lutheran Church (one of the water distribution sites) in Flint. The reduced cost for these 24 pallets of water is $3,000. Dan Henry Distributing Company has offered one of their trucks to transport and deliver the water to the distribution site. So, we are taking this on as a project and Presbyterian Church of Okemos is partnering with us in this effort. Both of our churches will be taking a special offering today. I encourage you to give generously as we work to make a difference in people’s lives. This is truly what being the church is all about.

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP
11:30 a.m.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
On the agenda: 2015 year-end financial report, 2016 proposed budget,

congregational approval of revised Constitution and By-Laws. Your attendance is important to ensure a quorum.

Today cont’d

5:00 p.m.
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN CHURCH TASK FORCE

This evening at 5:00 p.m., members of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod’s Open, Hearts, Open Church Task Force will join us for an educational event. Members of this task force are going to various churches throughout the Synod to provide guidance, support and companionship as we journey together with regard to full inclusion of all sexual orientations and gender identities within communities of faith. All who are interested are invited to join us for this conversation. The event includes food! If you plan to attend, please sign the narthex sheet so we know how much food to prepare.

Monday, February 1
7:00 p.m.
Forum Planning Committee meeting
Tuesday, February 2
12:00 p.m.
Lunch lectionary study group in Pastor Ellen’s office

Wednesday, February 3
9:30 a.m.
Quilting and LSSM ACTION

6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation

6:15 p.m.
Faith Bells

7:00 p.m.
First Communion class

7:15 p.m.
Gospel Mass rehearsal

8:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 4

7:00 p.m.
Human Resources Committee meeting

Saturday, February 6

2:00 p.m.
Confirmation activity
LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, February 7
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

First Communion for Zeke Guenther, Zachary Hereza, Juliana Lewis, Kathryn Magyar, Lily O’Brien, Sami Ransom and Haley Towl.
11:30 a.m.
Confirmation review

11:30 a.m.
Media and Technology Committee meeting

Tuesday, February 9

Tuesday, February 9 ( 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
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Faith’s Youth Group invites you to attend 




the annual pancake supper. They will be





serving pancakes, applesauce, turkey





sausage links and beverages.






Great food! Great fellowship!






Free-will offering will be accepted






for mission trip fundraiser.

6:30 p.m.
Pub lectionary study at Okemos Buddies Pub & Grill

February 10
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12:00 p.m. WORSHIP

Holy Communion and imposition of ashes

followed by soup and bread lunch

7:00 p.m. WORSHIP

Holy Communion and imposition of ashes
An invitation to members and friends of Sixty Plus or Minus. . .

Join us for midday lunch on Ash Wednesday, February 10

In keeping with our tradition, members of Sixty Plus or Minus are sponsoring a soup and bread lunch following Ash Wednesday worship service scheduled for 12:00 noon on Wednesday, February 10. This midday worship service offers those who do not drive after dark the opportunity to share in this beginning of six weeks of preparation and self-examination before we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on Easter. Join us, and we encourage you to invite your friends and neighbors!

Sixty Plus/Minus Looking Ahead:

We plan to gather on our usual third Wednesday March 16 for popcorn and a movie. Save the date!
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MARCH 11-13 IN GRAND RAPIDS - MARRIAGE RETREAT - RSVP BY FEB. 10
Interested members of Faith Lutheran Church will be joining with members of Muskegon First Lutheran Church to hold a marriage retreat in the Grand Rapids area. Any interested couples are invited to attend this event. Pastors Bill Uetricht, Travis Wilson and Ellen Schoepf will be leading this retreat. The retreat will be held at Comfort Suites in Grand Rapids. The hotel fee for the two-night stay will total $189.98. The only other expense will be Saturday night dinner, a time when couples will have the evening to go where they wish. If you are interested in participating, please add your names to the narthex sign-up sheet. To reserve a room at this discount price, your names must be submitted by February 10.
Thursday, February 11    11:30 a.m.    CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Our Caregiver Support Group meets from 11:30am-1:00pm on the second Thursday of every month. We serve lunch to all participants. Anyone who is facing the challenges that arise when caring for a loved one is welcome to attend this gathering. We share information about our challenges and also hear from a speaker. This month’s presenter is Cammy from the Alzheimers Foundation and the topic is Legal and Financial Issues.
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You are invited. . .to a PARTY!!!




On Friday, Feb. 12 from 7-9:00 p.m.,




Pastor Ellen and Ken Schoepf are






throwing a party. We are






all invited. In February, Pastor






Ellen will have been here for a





whole year, the congregation will be





celebrating its 60th anniversary and

Pastor Ellen turns 60 years old. So, Pastor Ellen and Ken are celebrating and inviting all of us. The party will take place upstairs at Williamston Pub & Grill (132 West Grand River). There will be live music so come and enjoy! If you are able to come, please add your name to the narthex sign-up sheet so Pastor Ellen and Ken know how many people to plan for regarding food. Let’s celebrate!! Important note: Pastor Ellen requests that in lieu of birthday gifts, a donation be made to ELCA World Hunger.
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Wednesdays February 17-March 16




6:00 p.m.
Lent supper






Faith Bells rehearse



6:45 p.m.
LENT WORSHIP
FOR THE HEALING OF CREATION,

WE PRAY TO YOU, O LORD

This year, during our Lenten season, we will be focusing on the care of creation and our call to be good stewards of creation. Join us each week as we pray “For the Healing of Creation.”




7:15 p.m.
Gospel Mass rehearsal




8:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal

[image: image10.jpg]CHOSEN"

READING THE BIBLE AMID THE

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN




NEW BOOK STUDY DURING LENT
Pastor Ellen and Lois Neves will be facilitating a

new book study on Sunday mornings. This study

will take place at 9:00 a.m. on February 21 and

28 and March 6 and 13. Join Lois and Pastor 

Ellen as we discuss the book.

CHOSEN? Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict

Written by Walter Brueggemann, this book is

about inclusion. Dr. Peter Makari, when

reviewing Brueggemann’s work, suggests, “No

matter what you think about who God’s chosen

people are, Professor Brueggemann is clear

and starkly honest in his assessment of the

untenable nature of the modern state of Israel’s treatment of Palestinians. Methodically, he suggests an inclusive approach to reading the biblical texts that embrace the other. . .this book is a welcome refocusing of a faith lens that has been too often used in the past—especially in the context of the Israelis and Palestinians—to exclude and appropriate rather than include and edify.”

If you are interested in participating in this study group, please add your name to the narthex sign-up sheet. You may also indicate if you wish for us to order you a copy of the book.
FEBRUARY 21 FOLLOWING WORSHIP

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP - EASY WAYS TO FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

On Sunday morning, February 21, following our morning worship service, Clarissa Grimes will be joining us to discuss issues of human trafficking. This is a growing problem in our community, in Michigan and throughout the world. Come to learn and become aware. Awareness is essential to enacting the personal and systemic changes that will free victims of human trafficking.

FAITH SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY SAVE THE DATES
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February 28, 10:00 a.m. – Special morning worship service and reception 



   to commemorate the chartering of FLC.

September 18 – Luncheon banquet at MSU Kellogg Center  

SYNOD ANNOUNCEMENT
On-Going Spiritual Formation Program: A Four-Part Series 

offered by Living Fire Ministries

at Christ United Church, DeWitt

Wednesdays – 10:30am-3:30pm

March 23, April 13, May 4 and May 25

Finding Your Inner Compass: From the Edge to the Center

Facilitator – Sister Nancy Brousseau
This series is about entering into a process where we do not find our Center; we let it find us, we welcome God who seeks us. Please join us for this community adventure into the God Center.

More detailed information and registration form posted on the community bulletin board in the hallway across from the coat racks.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
REDEEMER TACO DINNER FUNDRAISER

A delicious taco dinner fundraiser will be served from 6-7:30pm on Thursday, February 25 at Redeemer Church in Lansing. All-you-can-eat tacos, refried beans, Mexican rice, beverages and dessert. Adults $8, Seniors age 60+ $7, children under 10 $3. Everyone is welcome. No reservation necessary. Carryout available.

Redeemer is located at 2727 West Holmes road in Lansing (south of Mt. Hope, between Pleasant Grove and Catherine). For more information, please contact the church office at 517-882-8000 or janhite@sbcglobal.net.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Come one, come all Scouts for Scout Sunday, February 21st.  We invite all Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Daisies, Brownies, Girl Scouts, and Alumni scouts to participate in our church service.  We also invite your dens and troops to visit our church on this special day to honor all of our scouts.  If you can help us with our service, please sign up using the following:  1) Click this link to see our Sign-up on VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/7LUbr9   2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.   3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password.   Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually.
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February 9th, 5:30pm - 7:00pm, Items Needed
The Youth would appreciate any donations of the following items for the upcoming dinner next month:  2 jars of applesauce (23 oz.), 2 syrup, and 200 (wow!) turkey sausage links.  We appreciate your help and look forward to serving you that evening.

CE/Youth cont’d
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Confirmation Faith Chests
On February 6th I would like the Confirmation mentors and their students to stain their new faith chests from 2:00-4:00pm.  Please let Melinda know if you will be able to 

       make that date.
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Lutherdale Summer Camp, Grades 4-8
Fliers have been placed in the family mailboxes of those children who are eligible to attend.  We are going to camp from August 7-12.  It is a great Lutheran camp for Fellowship with friends, awesome outdoor activities, connection with other youth, and just a plain old good time!!  The Early Bird registration deadline is March 1st with a $100.00 non-refundable deposit to receive the 40% discount.   Full price is $725.00, so with the 40% discount you will only pay $435.00 for an amazing week for your child.  Sibling discounts are also available.  Please talk with Melinda if you have any question.
Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!
Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams:  Blessing Bags, Shrove Supper, and Faith Vacation Bible School.  Use this link to get started:  https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/  Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions. 
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

