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The End of the Honeymoon

It’s not uncommon when a new pastor comes to a church to hear people talk about how well-liked she or he is. In the initial months and even years, people seem to look for the best qualities in the pastor and praise is easy to come by. Eventually, however, the honeymoon period ends, and that’s when the real test of ministry begins. A pastor may remain well-liked for a very long time, but he or she always has to be sure to keep encouraging people to grow in their spiritual journey and not slip into the trap of comfortable routines.

It sounds like Jesus may have had a honeymoon period in his early ministry as well. “He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone” (Luke 4:15). “All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth” (Luke 4:22). But as time went by and people saw his startling miracles, his unflinching dedication to justice, mercy, and peace, and the ways he loved and lifted up all regardless of status or gender, people began to get nervous about Jesus. He challenged people. He upset people. The honeymoon ended, and he was crucified.

None of us can expect our Christian journey or daily life in any of our churches to always be a honeymoon. If we are applying the scriptures to our lives, the Holy Spirit is always going to be refining us, molding us, and, yes, even changing us. It is a process that never ends. Sometimes we will upset others or we will get upset ourselves. But we don’t live for the honeymoon period, we live for the eternal union of our lives with Jesus Christ. May God grant us grace to live in that union and share it within our families, faith communities, and world.

Sunday, January 24, 2016
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Holy Communion


INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

The glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of the glory of God. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
Faith Bells                     “Be Thou My Vision”                     arr. Eithun
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

As the presiding minister begins, all may make the 
sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who creates us and forms us,

who redeems us and calls us,

who unites us and sends us.

C Amen

P Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection

P Mighty and loving God,

C we confess that we are captive 

to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We seek our own way.

We divide the body of Christ.

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.

Let the words of our mouths,

the thoughts of our hearts,

and everything that we do be

filled with faith, hope and love.

Amen

P Hear the voice of Jesus:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me

to proclaim release to the captives.”

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

I proclaim to you that your sins are

forgiven and you are released.

The joy of the Lord is your strength, and

the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever.

C Amen

GATHERING Hymn
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
A The Lord be with you.    C And also with you.
A Let us pray.

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to 
be written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that 
we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace 
and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    C Amen

The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that the joy of the Lord is their strength.

A A reading from Nehemiah.

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Psalm 19
First
Choir sings refrain
Second
Choir and congregation sing refrain together
Refrain
THEIR MESSAGE FILLS THE WORLD
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SINGING PRAISE TO GOD
Psalm 150, adapt. D.H.

SHADY GROVE / British Trad.

Arr. by David Haas
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   Printed with permission.
Choir sings verses ║ All  sing refrains
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in 
Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.

A A reading from 1 Corinthians.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, 
yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need 
of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas 
our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members 
of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 4:14-21

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fourth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me  
to bring good news to the poor.   
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind,  
to let the oppressed go free,   
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon 
the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song
Hymn of the Day
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Verse 1
Choir

Verses 2-4
All
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.

Music: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN, Leonhart Schrter, 1540-1602




APOSTLES’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
The Prayers
A Gathered together by God’s Spirit, we pray 
for the church, the world, and all those in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend 
all of your beloved for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy; through Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another 
with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words:

Peace be with you.
The assembly is seated
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the 

church, including the care of those in need.
Chancel Choir                “Acclamation”               (from Gospel Mass) Ray
The assembly stands
Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the 

hills were gathered together to become one bread, 

so let your church be gathered together from the 

ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is 

the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

C Amen
Dialogue 
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Great Thanksgiving

P Blessed are you, O holy God:

you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your 
people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness

and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his preaching and healing,

his dying and rising,

and his promise to come again,

we await that day when all the universe

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,

that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world,

revealing the brilliance of your Son.
P Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever.    

C Amen
Lord’s Prayer 
P Let us pray with confidence 
in the words our Savior gave us:

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the table.

Feast on God’s abundant life for you.

Invitation to communion
Communion 
As the ministers give the bread and cup 
to each communicant, they say these words:

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may say: 
Amen

WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.
Communion song:
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Music during communion:

Faith Bells                              “Eventide”                             arr. Nelson


CONGREGATIONAL SONG




    

“One Bread, One Body” 
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
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Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Post-Communion Prayer

A Let us pray.

We thank you, O God, that you have 
fed us at your banqueting table with 
bread and wine beyond compare, 

the very life of Christ for us. 

Send your Spirit with us now,

that we may set the captive free, use 
your gifts to build one another up, and 
in everything reflect your glory revealed 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing 
P God Almighty send you light and truth
to keep you all the days of your life.

The hand of God protect you;

the holy angels accompany you;

and the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the + Son, and the Holy

Spirit, be with you now and forever.

C Amen
SENDING SONG
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ

the love, the word, the tide.

Yet more than these, oh, praise their source,
praise Christ the crucified: Refirain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymus for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

with faith’s bright songful voice!
Announce the gospel to the world
and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




   Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-7080005
Dismissal

A Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Heavenly Sunlight”




    arr. Mark Hayes
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2016 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
“This day is holy to our Lord, and. . .

the joy of the Lord is your strength”

(Nehemiah 8:10)
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