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January 17, 2016

Faith Lutheran Church

and
The Church of Elohim
Sunday, January 17, 2016, 3:00 P.M.
Service of Christian Unity

Holy Communion

THEME: REUNITED

The “Testament of Cardinal Mercier”

In order to unite with one another, we must love one another;

in order to love one another, we must know one another;

in order to know one another, we must go and meet one another.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Preludes from Both Traditions
Faith Lutheran Church                “One Bread, One Body”               arr. Ron Schmoltze

The Church of Elohim                  “How Great Is Our God”                         Chris Tomlin
Bible Reading
Minister Linda Gardner, The Church of Elohim

1 Corinthians 12:4-13

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Opening Prayer
Minister Linda Gardner
Sharing of the Peace

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another 

with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words:

Peace be with you

The assembly is seated
Introduction and Welcome
Pastor Ellen Schoepf, Faith Lutheran Church
The assembly stands
Opening Liturgy
Pastor Kendra Milton

P Together let us call upon the Holy Spirit, the light of our hearts, the breath of life and the power of God made manifest in the death and resurrection of Jesus. May the Spirit continue today God’s work of reconciliation and communion as it began with the preaching of the apostles. We recognize this work of the Spirit in every step towards fuller communion in love, towards reconciliation and justice, in the ecumenical movement and in this week of prayer for Christian Unity. We start our prayer in the name of the triune God, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. Let us welcome God into our hearts, as God welcomes us into God’s own heart through Jesus Christ, the Lord.

C Amen

P Let us pray to God asking God to send us the gifts of the Holy Spirit: that our hearts may be open to the Spirit’s presence, that the Spirit be present in our prayers and lead us into communion with God and with each other. The Unity of the church is the work of the Holy Spirit. We can never succeed by our own means. Let us pray that the Holy Spirit may descend upon each of us, and bless this gathering with grace and unite us in Christ.
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P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Fill our hearts with grace.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Free us from doubt and mistrust.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Give us faith to go forward.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Transform our hearts of stone.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Bring God’s justice to our world.
P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Help us to understand that we are sisters and brothers.
P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Break down the walls between us.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Give us your gifts that we may share them.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Intercede for us, Spirit of God, whose 

profound sighs go further than our words.

P Come, Holy Spirit.

C Unite all Christians in Christ our Lord.

P May there be a new and ongoing Pentecost. May our churches 
commit themselves once more to pray for the full unity of all Christians, 
and our prayers be added to a century of prayers “that all may be one.” 
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C Amen
The assembly is seated
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Combined Choirs Anthem                   ”We Worship You”                    Israel Houghton




Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





People from every nation and tongue





From generation to generation.





We worship You hallelujah hallelujah





We worship You for who You are





For who You are





For who You are





You are good





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





People from every nation and tongue





From generation to generation.





We worship You hallelujah hallelujah





We worship You for who You are





For who You are





For who You are





You are good





Yes You are





Yes You are





Yes You are





So good so good





Yes You are





Yes You are





Yes You are





You are good all the time





All the time You are good





You are good all the time





All the time You are good





You are good all the time





All the time You are good





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever





People from every nation and tongue





From generation to generation.





We worship You hallelujah hallelujah





We worship You





We worship You





For who You are





For who You are





For who You are





You are good

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25

17For I am about to create new heavens
 and a new earth;
 the former things shall not be remembered
 or come to mind.
 18But be glad and rejoice forever
 in what I am creating;
 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
 and its people as a delight.
 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
 and delight in my people;
 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
 or the cry of distress.
 20No more shall there be in it
 an infant that lives but a few days,
 or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
 for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
 and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
 21They shall build houses and inhabit them;
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
 22They shall not build and another inhabit;
 they shall not plant and another eat;
 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
 23They shall not labor in vain,
 or bear children for calamity; 
 for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD — 
 and their descendants as well.
 24Before they call I will answer,
 while they are yet speaking I will hear.
 25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
 the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
 but the serpent — its food shall be dust!
 They shall not hurt or destroy
 on all my holy mountain,
says the LORD.
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Congregational Song
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908




New Testament Reading: Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Combined Choirs Anthem                “Praise His Holy Name”                Keith Hampton

Sermon
Pastor Derrick E. Knox, Jr., The Church of Elohim
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Congregational Hymn








  #774

During this hymn, an offering will be taken.

Recipients of the offering will be Loaves and Fishes and Lansing City Outreach.
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Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel-low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have 1 to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a  bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine,lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924




Salvation Invitation
Pastor Derrick E. Knox, Jr.
The assembly stands
holy Communion
Pastor Ellen Schoepf
Dialogue

P The Lord be with you.


C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.    


C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Great Thanksgiving
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s abundant life for you.
The assembly is seated
-12-
Communion
As the ministers give the bread and cup 

to each communicant, they say these words:

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: 

Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received 
First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families 
to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays 
of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled 
with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.
Communion Song
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The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

Prayer after Communion

P We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting 

table with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ 

for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, 

use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your 

glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

Remarks
Pastor Derrick Knox, Jr. and Pastor Ellen Schoepf

Congregational Song
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hearts we do be - lieve we’ll walk hand in  hand some - day.
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Text: traditional

Music: WE SHALL OVERCOME, African American spiritual




Benediction/Blessing
L Let us leave this place glad to have worshiped together 

and been called to pray without ceasing while we wait for 

that great day when we shall all be perfectly united in Christ.

L The Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

C And with your spirit.

L May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and keep you.

May the Lord be gracious unto you and give you His peace.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
Postludes
The Church of Elohim                                                                  Medley of Gospel Songs
Faith Lutheran Church                               “Spiritoso”                              Samuel Wesley
After the service, please continue our fellowship by enjoying
refreshments hosted by Faith Lutheran Church.

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Clipart copyright © 2016 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos MI 48864-2203

517-349-0620

Email

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Website

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos
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THE CHURCH OF ELOHIM
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888-523-8263
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