ANNOUNCEMENTS
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JANUARY 17, 2016
Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
DEADLINES
Weekly worship folder announcements(Tuesday of each week

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

February newsletter articles(TOMORROW

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Faith congregation.

The 2016 altar flower chart is posted on the Faith bulletin board in the hallway across from the coat racks. Sign up today for first choice of significant dates for this year—next open vase January 31.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:
( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—

Pat Belonga


Chris Cotter

Tim Drummond

    
Dick and Lil Jennings

Christine, Izzy and Danny Loewen


Larry Hinds and family


Annaliese, Heather, Bill and Al
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Lani Yearicks

     and Melody and Adam Wright

( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Ross, Alex, Marquis and Fred
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include Pastor Wayne Shearier and the congregation of Niles Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week. Also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Sarah Friesen-Carper, Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational and Leadership Excellence. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Weekly offering 01/10/2016:

Year-to-date as of 11/30/15:

General Fund

$  2,025.00
Income

$238,549.46

Loose cash

         46.00
Expenses
  256,331.38
Loose checks

         55.00
Net Income
$(17,781.92)

Youth
Recycle

         21.10

Confirmation Retreat 150.00


Youth Retreat
       195.00


Scholarship Fund
       395.00

Memorials
                     150.00


Total
$ 3,037.10
	Flint Water Crisis


	


	Michigan Governor Rick Snyder declared a State of Emergency on Tuesday, January 5, for Flint and Genesee County in support of Flint Mayor Karen Weaver’s request, as a result of the ongoing contaminated drinking water crisis).

The damage is widespread and significant. All water for drinking and cooking must be filtered in order to be safe.

Even though Flint is reconnected with Detroit water, the corrosion that occurred from using the Flint River water source and the state’s failure to manage that corrosion (many areas of the city have lead pipes, as do many homes in Flint and Flint Twp.,) have resulted in toxic levels of lead contamination. 
This water crisis will be an on-going issue. There is no way to determine when Flint will have safe water. Nearly 100,000 people are affected. 
Pastor Ellen spoke with ELCA Pastor Monica Villarreal, Salem Lutheran Church/ Flint yesterday.  She said any help we can give is appreciated.  Therefore, 

· we will begin collecting water this weekend, January 17.
· we will also take a special offering on Sunday, January 31.  
All donations should be delivered to Faith Lutheran Church and Pastor Ellen will find a truck to use when we have enough water to deliver to Salem Lutheran Church. 
Pastor Monica said there are many ways we can help and become involved:
1) Raise awareness about the issue! (and spread the word). 
2) Water drives! Donate bottles/jugs of water for Salem to distribute to the community. Email: salemflintpastor@gmail.com to set up logistics.  
3) Donate financially so that Salem can purchase and distribute water filters that are NSF certified for lead removal. (filters are approximately $30) Write “FILTERS” on the memo line of your check.
4) Salem Lutheran’s infrastructure and water is affected. Financial donations would greatly assist the church with replacing water pipes and getting a filtration system. With safe water at Salem, the community can fill water jugs with safe water. Write “FAUCETS” on the memo line of your check.
Donations may be sent to: 

Salem Water 
c/o Southeast Michigan Synod

8115 E. Jefferson Ave.

Detroit, MI 48214 
5) Speak with your political representatives to advocate for State and Federal resources to address this crisis, both short term and long term.  


	


_______________

2015 ANNUAL REPORT IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX

THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Second Sunday after Epiphany
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

11:30 a.m.
Listening Post in the library

This is an open session for conversation for anyone to bring thoughts, issues or concerns to the Mutual Ministry Committee’s attention.
Today cont’d
3:00 p.m.
Service of Christian Unity

Members of The Church of Elohim will be joining us for this event. Pastors Derrick Knox and Linda Gardner serve The Church of Elohim. Linda was one of the panel members who participated in our fall forum on race, ethnicity and culture. One of the comments made at the Forum expressed the need for people of different races to eat together and worship together. Therefore, as we work to be agents of healing in this broken world, this January worship service promises to be a very meaningful and enriching event. Please plan to join us and participate.  

Monday, January 18

7:00 p.m.
Church Council meeting and February newsletter deadline

Tuesday, January 19
12:00 p.m.
Lunch lectionary study group in Pastor Ellen’s office

6:30 p.m.
Evangelism/Outreach Committee meeting
Wednesday, January 20
The 7:30 a.m. Wednesday Men’s lectionary study group will be taking a short hiatus until the “snowbirds” return.  Men’s study to resume in the spring. 
9:00 a.m.
Music planning in Pastor Ellen’s office

9:30 a.m.
Quilting and LSSM ACTION

11:00 a.m.
Staff meeting

11:30 a.m.
Sixty Plus pizza lunch and program in the large downstairs 


fellowship hall

We have rescheduled the physical therapy presentation that was postponed in November. Come and learn about the NEW out-patient physical therapy program being offered to the community at the Dobie Road Ingham County Medical Care Rehabilitation Center. 

Following their PowerPoint presentation about this nearby program designed to increase well-being and energy levels, a physical therapist from the Center will bring practical insight into the areas of increasing independence at home, prevention of falls and information about conserving energy. They welcome your questions.

Please sign up on the clipboard on the narthex Faith at Work board so we know how much pizza to order!

Wednesday, January 20 cont’d

6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation

6:30 p.m.
Faith Bells

7:00 p.m.
First Communion class

7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir

Thursday, January 21

7:00 p.m.
Mutual Ministry Committee meeting

Friday, January 22

5:00 p.m.
Confirmation Retreat begins
LOOKING AHEAD
Next Sunday, January 24
  9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

Monday, January 25

2:00 p.m.
Women’s study group in the library

Saturday, January 30, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Anti-Racism Awareness and Training Event

Members of the Synod’s Publically Engaged Church Committee will be holding an Anti-Racism Training event here at Faith Lutheran Church. Employees of the Okemos School District will also be participating in this event. As we live into our call to do justice and seek mercy, this training enables us to better understand how we can make a difference in this world by establishing healing relationships with others. If you are able to participate, please add your name to the narthex sign-up sheet.
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 31 at 11:30 a.m.
On the agenda: 2015 year-end financial report, 2016 proposed budget,

congregational approval of revised Constitution and ByLaws

Sunday, January 31, 5:00 p.m.


OPEN HEARTS, OPEN CHURCH TASK FORCE

On Sunday evening, January 31 at 5:00 p.m., members of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod’s Open, Hearts, Open Church Task Force will join us for an educational event. Members of this task force are going to various churches throughout the Synod to provide guidance, support and companionship as we journey together with regard to full inclusion of all sexual orientations and gender identities within communities of faith. All who are interested are invited to join us for this conversation. The event includes food! If you plan to attend, please sign the narthex sheet so we know how much food to prepare.

EASY WAYS TO FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING – Feb. 21 following worship

On Sunday morning, February 21, following our morning worship service, Clarissa Grimes will be joining us to discuss issues of human trafficking. This is a growing problem in our community, in Michigan and throughout the world. Come to learn and become aware. Awareness is essential to enacting the personal and systemic changes that will free victims of human trafficking.

MARRIAGE RETREAT – March 11-13 in Grand Rapids

Interested members of Faith Lutheran Church will be joining with members of Muskegon First Lutheran Church to hold a marriage retreat in the Grand Rapids area. Any interested couples are invited to attend this event. Pastors Bill Uetricht, Travis Wilson and Ellen Schoepf will be leading this retreat. The retreat will be held at Comfort Suites in Grand Rapids. The hotel fee for the two-night stay will total $189.98. The only other expense will be Saturday night dinner, a time when couples will have the evening to go where they wish. If you are interested in participating, please add your names to the narthex sign-up sheet. To reserve a room at this discount price, your names must be submitted by February 10.
Tuesday, February 9 ( 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
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Faith’s Youth Group invites you to attend 




the annual pancake supper. They will be





serving pancakes, applesauce, turkey





sausage links and beverages.






Great food! Great fellowship!






Free-will offering will be accepted






for mission trip fundraiser.

February 10
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12:00 p.m. WORSHIP

Holy Communion and imposition of ashes

followed by soup and bread lunch

7:00 p.m. WORSHIP

Holy Communion and imposition of ashes
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Lent Wednesdays February 17-March 16




6:00 p.m.
Lent supper






Faith Bells rehearse




6:45 p.m.
LENT WORSHIP

FOR THE HEALING OF CREATION, WE PRAY TO YOU, O LORD
This year, during our Lenten season, we will be focusing on the care of creation and our call to be good stewards of creation. Join us each week as we pray “For the Healing of Creation.”




7:15 p.m.
Gospel Mass rehearsal




8:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal

FAITH SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY SAVE THE DATES
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February 28, 10:00 a.m. – Special morning worship service and reception 



   to commemorate the chartering of FLC.

September 18 – Luncheon banquet at MSU Kellogg Center  
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CALLING ALL SINGERS!
Join us in a musical celebration 
of Faith’s 60th anniversary!

You are invited to join the Chancel Choir

in presenting Robert Ray’s “Gospel Mass”

during the worship service on Sunday,

April 24. Rehearsals will take place on

Wednesday evenings from 7:15-8:00 p.m.

beginning January 27. The sign-up sheet

is located on the narthex Faith at Work

display board. Questions? Talk to Deb

Borton-McDonough or email her at

lalaladyB@comcast.net.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Confirmation Retreat – January 22-24
Our Confirmation Retreat is only one week away, so here are all the details.  We are going to Cran-Hill Ranch from Friday, January 22-24th.  We will leave from the church at 5:00 and return at 5:00 on Sunday.  We will be doing many different things, including lessons, fellowship, ice wall climbing, ice skating, sledding, cooking, hay ride, etc.  The kids will need sleepwear, clothing for three days (in case their stuff gets wet), snow pants, snow boots, gloves and hat, and toiletries.
The cost is $75.00.  Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church and turn in the forms and the money by January 17th.  If you have any questions, please let Melinda know.
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February 9th, 5:30pm - 7:00pm, Items Needed
The Youth would appreciate any donations of the following items for the upcoming dinner next month:  6 jars of applesauce (23 oz.), syrup, and 200 (wow!) turkey sausage links.  We appreciate your help and look forward to serving you that evening.

1st Communion Patens Painting
All 4th and 5th graders who are having their 1st Communion on Sunday, February 7th, will be painting their patens (plates) on Sunday, January 31st during the Sunday School hour.  The cost is $10.00 payable to Faith Lutheran Church.  If you have any questions, please call Melinda.

[image: image11.png]



Confirmation Faith Chests
On February 6th I would like the Confirmation mentors and their students to stain their new faith chests from 2:00-4:00pm.  Please let Melinda know if you will be able to make that date.

CE/Youth con’d
Mission Project Completion
I need all hands on deck, or more specifically on the blankets, so that we may finish them before the end of the cold weather.  All people who are able to competently tie a knot are welcome to help us finish the hand tied fleece blankets on February 6th from 1:00pm till we are done.  All help is greatly appreciated!!!

January Dates
13th, 20th, 27th – 1st Communion Classes on Wednesday evenings, 6:00-8:00 pm.  4th and 5th grade Students and a parent.
22nd-24th – Confirmation Retreat
31st – Communion Paten painting, 9:00am
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org
