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Sacred Passages

Jesus was baptized when he was about 30. Scripture doesn’t give us a lot of glimpses into Jesus’ life before this moment and it’s not hard to guess why. He was born for this day—this day of his baptism. This day the heavens opened and revealed to all that what had been foretold was now coming true and that what had been until now only a whisper was now a shout of revelation.

How did Jesus feel that day? Surely he had known this was coming. Or perhaps he hadn’t; some scholars think that scripture shows evidence that Jesus’ divinity was hidden from him until his baptism day. Regardless, how must it have felt for him to finally be in the moment where he knew what he was born to do—when he stood on the edge of who he had been and stepped forward into all that he was to become?

We’ve glimpsed such things ourselves. God makes it so. We may not get to see the Spirit descending like a dove or hear a voice from heaven marking our passages, but we feel their weight and joy nonetheless. Remember when you clasped your hand with your love’s and realized that was the hand you would be glad to hold the rest of your days. When you heard the baby cry and gasped to know nine months of heartburn and swollen ankles had finally come to this—blessed this! When you embarked on that task which both exhilarated and frightened you nearly to tears, and knew you were the one to do it.

Our passages are sacred as well. And God is no less present in the baptismal waters that run over us than God was present in the water and the Word at the river Jordan the day Jesus was baptized.

Sunday, January 10, 2016

Baptism of Our Lord

Holy Baptism

Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all baptismal blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again, for this assembly, and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in bread and wine.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“Let Altogether Praise Our God”


      arr. Paul Manz
Reference Hymn #287
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who creates us and forms us,

who redeems us and calls us,

who unites us and sends us.

C Amen

P Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection

P Mighty and loving God,

C we confess that we are captive 

to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We seek our own way.

We divide the body of Christ.

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.

Let the words of our hearts, and everything

we do be filled with faith, hope and love.

Amen

P Hear the voice of Jesus:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

to proclaim release to the captives.”

In the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you 

that your sins are forgiven and you are released.

The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever.

C Amen
GATHERING SONG
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Text printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Greeting 
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day 
A The Lord be with you.    
C And also with you.
A Let us pray.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    C Amen
The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.

A A reading from Isaiah.

 1But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,  
he who formed you, O Israel:  
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine.  
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you.  
 3For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  
 4Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,  
I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life.  
 5Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,  
and from the west I will gather you;  
 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;  
bring my sons from far away 
and my daughters from the end of the earth—  
 7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,  
whom I formed and made.”  
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 29

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Sing responsively

Refrain:
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Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
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First
Choir sings refrain

Second
Choir and congregation sing refrain together 

Psalm tone:
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1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods,

ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength.

2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name;

worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;

the Lord is upon the | mighty waters.

4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice;

the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.
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5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees;

the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;

6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7The voice | of the Lord
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.

8The voice of the Lord | shakes the wilderness;

the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
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9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.

And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!”

10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;

the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11O Lord, give strength | to your people;

give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.
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Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.

A A reading from Acts.

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

A The word of the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day
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        Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
The assembly is seated
Reception of New Members
        Jeremy and Jennifer Coe
Presentation of New Members

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Jeremy and Jennifer Coe, united with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.

Address and Questions

P In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

P Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?

R I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in Christian living?

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Welcome

P Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.
Holy Baptism



         Jacob Allen Coe
Presentation
P In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

Sponsors present the candidate:
We present Jacob Allen Coe for baptism.

P As you bring Jacob to receive the gift of baptism, 
you are entrusted with responsibilities:


to live with him among God's faithful people,


bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,


teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 


and the Ten Commandments,


place in his hands the holy scriptures,


and nurture him in faith and prayer,


so that he may learn to trust God,


proclaim Christ through word and deed,


care for others and the world God made,


and work for justice and peace.

P Do you promise to help Jacob 

grow in the Christian faith and life?

R I do.

P Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Jacob in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?

R I do.

P People of God, do you promise to support 

Jacob and pray for him in his new life in Christ?

C We do.
Profession of Faith
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 

reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

P Do you renounce the devil 

and all the forces that defy God?

R I renounce them.

P Do you renounce the powers of 

this world that rebel against God?

R I renounce them.

P Do you renounce the ways 

of sin that draw you from God?

R I renounce them.

P Do you believe in God the Father?

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.
Thanksgiving at the Font
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. 

Your voice thundered over the waters at creation. You water 

the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things.

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought 
us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

P Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen
Baptism
P Jacob Allen Coe, I baptize you in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
P You belong to Christ, in whom 
you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Jacob with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C Amen
P Jacob Allen Coe, child of God, you have been sealed by 
the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

C Amen
Welcome
A Let your light so shine before others

that they may see your good works

and glorify your Father in heaven.

P Let us welcome the newly baptized.

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into 
the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and 
praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world.
The assembly stands
The Prayers

A Giving thanks for the gift of baptism and the gifts of grace in the world, we pray for the church, the world and all those in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend 
all of your beloved for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another 
with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words:

Peace be with you

The assembly is seated
MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Presentation of the Gifts

Chancel Choir                             “Hallelujah”                            Bacak
Mike Eschelbach, soloist
The assembly stands
Offertory Prayer

A Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon 

the hills were gathered together to become one bread, 

so let your church be gathered together from the ends 

of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory 

through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

C Amen
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.


C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.    


C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived 
among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness 
should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Great Thanksgiving
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
p Let us pray with confidence in 
the words our Savior gave us:

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the table. Feast on

God’s abundant life for you.

The assembly is seated
Communion
As the ministers give the bread and cup 
to each communicant, they say these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: 
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.
Communion SONG
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Congregational Song



    #453
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1 We are peo - ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - fter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer - cy and love.

Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath -er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956

Music: BA
Text and mu:

PTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
sic © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Congregational Song



    
“Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God”                                       #458

The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Post-Communion Prayer
A Let us pray.

We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

Blessing

p god Almighty send you light and truth

to keep you all the days of your life.

The hand of God protect you; 
the holy angels accompany you; 

and the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the  ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you now and forever.

C Amen
SENDING SONG





    #308
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1 O Mom - ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with
2 Come, pre - cious dia - mond, light di - vine, and deep with -
3 Lord, when you look on us 1n love, at once there
4 Al - might - y Fa - ther, in your Son you loved us,
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God’s own truth and light, a - glow with grace and mer - cy!
in our hearts now shine; there light a flame un-dy - ing!
falls from God a - bove a ray of pur - est plea - sure.
when not  yet be - gun was this  old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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Oof Ja - cob’s line, King Da-vid’s son, our Lord and Sav - ior,
In your one bod -y let us be as liv - ing branch - es
Your word and Spir - it, flesh and blood re - fresh our souls with
Your Son has ran-somed us in love to live in him here
0 u . . . .
b | ro— | I . | .
Cre—e 2 t4 o4+
P—— : -~y 2
you have won our hearts to serve you on - ly! Low - ly,
of a ftree, your life our lives sup-ply - ing.  Now, though
heav’'n-ly  food. You are our dear - est trea - sure! Let your
and a - bove: this is your great sal-va - tion. Al - le -
04 .
T . — . . . .
G o : S S B B B R
P 7 r r o o r # o o #
ho - 1y! Great and glo - rious, all vic - to - rious, rich
dai - ly earth’s deep sad - ness may per - plex us and
mer - cy warm and cheer us! Oh, draw near us! For
Ium - ial Christ  the liv - ing, to us giv - ing life
0 u . . .
B — | | I .
—
N : —
in bless - ing! Rule and might o’er all pos -sess - ing!
dis - tress  us, yet  with heav’'n - ly joy you bless us.
you teach us God’s own love through you has reached us.
for - ev - er, keeps wus yours and fails us nev - er!

5 Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! 6 What joy to know, when life is past,

Our joy be all with music crowned, the Lord we love is first and last,
our voices gaily blending! the end and the beginning!

For Christ goes with us all the way— He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
today, tomorrow, ev'ry day! transport us to that happy place

His love is never ending! beyond all tears and sinning!

Sing out! Ring out! Amen! Amen!

Jubilation! Come, Lord Jesus!

Exultation! Crown of gladness!

Tell the story! We are yearning

Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory! for the day of your returning.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




           Text printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”

 Johnann Pachelbel
Reference closing hymn #308


Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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The wise men followed a star to Jesus. You, too, have followed the Holy Spirit’s leading and have come to worship him. Welcome.
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