LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING

On this day, everything begins to change. A holy seed has been sown into the soil of human history, and the time has come for it to sprout, breaking through the earth as its shape and form appears. That seed is the Christ child, Son of God, son of Mary, and brother to us all.

On this day, history bends in submission to the will of God. While the people under the authority of Emperor Augustus register as subjects of Rome, the God who created the heavens and the earth announces the reign of Christ, who will establish a new kind of kingdom and wield a new kind of power. He is the firstborn of a new creation, and he will bring salvation and light and life to all who put their trust in him.

As the angels of God begin to sing praises, we realize that the music of this great choir is incomplete without the voices of the church. This is why, on this day, the whole people of God in Christ Jesus will come together and lift every voice and sing. We will break bread together and drink wine together as we sing. We will share signs of peace and gifts of friendship and love as we sing. We will travel by foot and by car and by air—and reach out by means of the technologies available to us—and we will embrace strangers and loved ones near and far—and the choir will grow as we sing. The children will sing. The elders will sing. The whole people of God will come together with many languages and musical styles, with instruments and dancing, holding candles, reciting prayers, eyes alive with laughter and softened by tears—and we will sing. Even heaven and nature will sing with us, because Christ the Savior is born. On this day, everything begins to change.

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve

Thursday, December 24, 2015, 10:00 p.m.

Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
On a long winter evening, we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Isaiah announces that the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Paul reminds us that the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. In the familiar account of Christ’s birth, the evening sky is bright with the heavenly host singing, “Glory to God in the highest.” Amid our broken world we proclaim that the prince of peace is born among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in Christ’s body and blood—so that we may be bearers of divine light to all the world.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

A medley of carol arrangements

    Dale Wood, Olive Nelson 







        and Christopher Uehlein

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”



 Michael Burkhardt
“O Holy Night”




      Adolph Adam
The assembly stands
OPENING HYMN
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OPENING GREETING

A The grace and peace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the Word 

made flesh, be with you all.    C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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Text: French carol; tr. H. E. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958





Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen

The assembly is seated

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

A A reading from Isaiah.

 2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
on them light has shined.  
 3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;  
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest,  
as people exult when dividing plunder.  
 4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor,  
you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood  
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
 6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders; and he is named  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

-5-

 7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace  
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it  
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

A Word of God, word of life.

C Thanks be to God.
Chancel Choir                                            “Mary, Did You Know?”               




        Lowry and Greene, arr. Schrader
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

A A reading from Titus.

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

A Word of God, word of life.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

-6-

Gospel Acclamation
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

P The holy gospel according to Luke.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
   [15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 

P The gospel of the Lord.    C Praise to you, O Christ.
THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915





APOSTLES’ Creed
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
Prayers of Intercession
A Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our 

prayers in the name of Christ, the Word made flesh.

C Amen
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SHARING OF THE Peace
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 

and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

“Ding! Dong! Merrily on High”


          arr. Helvey
Kathy Richardson and Bruce Williams, piano
The assembly stands

Offering Prayer 

A Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who 

came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout 

for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen
-11-

Great Thanksgiving

To the tune of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

P The Lord be with you.

C And with you, his servant.

P O, come let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.

C With hearts uplifted thanks to Him we render:

      With joy we come before Him, in gratefulness implore Him,

      With thankful hearts adore Him Evermore!

 

Preface 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
To the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”


C Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord!

      God of hosts, by all adored!

      Heav’n and earth cannot contain

      all the glory of your name!

      Hail, hosanna, God most high!

      Blest is He who now draws nigh

      in the name of God the King!

      Hallelujahs glad we sing:

      Hail, hosanna! praises due

      be forever, Lord, to you!
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him.

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.

P Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen

-13-

Lord’s Prayer
 
P Lord, remember us in your 

kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
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Invitation to Communion

P The mystery hidden for the ages

is revealed for us in this meal.

Come, behold and receive your God.

The assembly is seated

-14-

Communion

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen

WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

[image: image6.jpg]
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COMMUNION HYMN
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Arr. from Carols for Choirs 1, © Oxford University Press 1960.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

,’? 5 i i S i — s ;
[ [anYd |
ri fl 2 ﬂ:? 4 I E—
1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing; the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask you to stay
. TS
3 . % 4.
Y, | S & . L ) Z
b —~ ] [ - - :
8] | | | . .
D AT T T I I — I : ;
3~ s | .
= - e V
the lit - de Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
J ] - - » £ hﬁ o s §
=t . S
0 S — T R
G g s Bk
the stars  in the  bright sky  looked down where he lay,
I love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky
Bless all the dear chil -dren in your ten - der care
e er ss8fP 8 g&&
L= e o= T ||
(S— [
Q e ] ] | f f e T
@L@#%ﬁ*’ SSSsre=
= g
the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing  is nigh.
and fit us for heav - en, to live with you there.
s . 4y 4o J e J] 5
75T 1 ? ]
2 — T | — - |
| S— |' [




arrangement printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
COMMUNION HYMN




    #279
[image: image8.png]O Little Town of Bethlehem

N | | | | | |
7 | | | I | | I . g—
' Lj_q f ' ' — I .
J & & & h—.L o v —o # g % r' o f e
1 O Iit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si - lent-1ly, how si -lent-1ly the won - drous gift is giv'n!
4 0O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
S N
75 o —— ﬁ FF
N

J— I I

| & |

==

f — i

J

(RS E Swi

E]

A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the

while mor -tals sleep, the

an - gels keep their watch of

si - lent stars go

7):

by;

won-d’ring love.

So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
| | £ £ . ] * e

LS T — f

7 ] ! I I {. PZFF

0 . . .

b r— | | I . .

G553 4 —F——— :
]
i 8 ¢ P ¢ §o
yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
_._ ._ ﬂ_
L. —— ' F —
0— —t—— o— —
' ' . A L B A
T _. .

J he 4 & h—J— o ¢ # E ¢ h—ﬁ < s L
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

| I e o,
: P B E— - ud :
Si= === —r
» |

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

~




COMMUNION HYMN





    #274
[image: image9.png]On Christmas Night

0 \ pm———
o . e i s s 1 N ——
O ! i s B e L /

1 On  Christ-mas night all Chris-tians sing to hear the news the
2 Then why should we on earth be sad, since our re - deem - er
3 When sin de - parts be - fore his face, then life and health come
4 Al out of dark-ness we  have light, which made the an - gels

0 . ,

A h ! . = ih/ > . '  — I L
G———{— — .

an - gels bring. On Christ - mas night all  Chris - tians sing to

made us glad? Then why should we on earth be sad, since
in its place. When sin de - parts be - fore his face, then
sing this night. All  out of dark - ness we have light, which

N p—— pr——

" Ar— P — — N— ! ! n e
m:.bt o o ) 4_¢&¢

J e

hear the news the an - gels bring: news of great joy, news of great
our re-deem - er made us glad, when from our sin  he set us
life and health come in its place. An - gels re - joice with us  and
made the an - gels sing this nightt “Glo - ry to God in high - est

2 — o — S e s |
&—e" ] I ] - — " —— " —

v, ! ! | —

mirth, news of our mer - ci - ful king’s Dbirth.
free, all for to gain  our lib - er - ty?

sing, all for to see the new - born king.
heav’n; peace on earth, and good - will. A - men”

Text: Luke Wadding, d. 1686, alt.
Music: SUSSEX CAROL, English traditional




-18-
The assembly stands

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

Prayer after Communion
 
A Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, you give us food for our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy family home again, guide us on the way unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
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LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES

Instrumental music during the lighting of the candles:
“Night of Silence”                                                                     Kantor
Drew Kilpela, trombone
-19-
The assembly stands
HYMN OF LIGHT                                                                    #281
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FINAL Blessing

P May the Word that Mary brought to birth

carry you into new and abundant life.

C Amen

P May the Word that Joseph cradled in 

his arms enfold you with love and strength.

C Amen

P May the Word that angels proclaimed 

in song bring harmony to our world.

C Amen

P And the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always.

C Amen

The candles are extinguished
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 17921872




Dismissal

A Filled with the joy of the Savior’s 

birth, let us go in peace.

C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”


        Alfred Fedak
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Welcome, one and all, to Christmas Eve worship! 

May you be touched tonight not only by the sweetness of 

the Babe of Bethlehem but by the profound love of God the 

Father and the miracle-working power of the Holy Spirit.

Sunday education hour resumes January 10
  9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 



10:00 a.m.

Pastor

Ellen Schoepf
      prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org

Secretary
Rita Barry
       rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

Director of Christian Education
                     Melinda Schultz

Director of Music


    Debra Borton-McDonough

Organist/Pianist


                      Bruce Williams

Jeremy Horn and Benji Liu, trumpet

Drew Kilpela and Lucas Lorenz, trombone
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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Dedications

Dorothy Rush in memory of Leo Rush, Steven Rush 
and Marsha Rush Schoepf

Kathy Richardson and Harry Nawrock in memory of


Rose Marie Nawrock

Tammy and Warren Heilman in memory of Tammy’s 


parents Gene and Ida Joachim

Carol Towl in honor of wonderful grandchildren

The Hirt family in celebration of Jesus’ birthday

Corey and Kathy DeLoye and family in memory of 
Duke and Rhonda Deloye

2015 Poinsettia Dedications cont’d

The O’Brien family in memory of Joseph O’Brien

Walter, Brenda, Becca, Katy, Austin and Ciare in 
memory of Richard and Jane Kemmler, William 
and Hilda Kopf, Eleanor and Hannes Tietje and 
Sandra Fox

Mike Eschelbach in memory of parents Allen and 
Caroline Eschelbach

The Dingledine family in memory of Darry Breithaupt 
and Dorothy Dingledine

Virginia Taschner in memory of Conrad Taschner

Tammy and Warren Heilman in memory of Warren’s 
dad Les Heilman

The Schultz family in memory of John and Marjorie 
Schultz and Helen Barr

Marla Holle in celebration of this season of joy and 
God’s grace in our lives

Serving Faith Tonight

Acolyte
Zachary Hereza

Altar care
Brielle Bowers, Heidi Bowers, Karen Whitmyer

Lay assistant
Bob Nelson

Reader

Brenda Kopf

Ushers

Heidi, Kadin and Brielle Bowers


Ken and Karen Whitmyer
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos MI 48864-2203

517-349-0620

Faith’s email address

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos
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