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What Then Shall We Do?
Hanging out with a crowd of people is not always the best use of our time. However, sometimes we may be curious about why a certain crowd seems so excited and full of energy. Today we see how the preaching of John the Baptist has inspired a crowd of people who are hungry and thirsty to hear from God in a new way. This crowd is eager to listen and open to change. Their attitude toward John’s message is something we all can learn from.
They don’t turn away from John’s words, even though what he said must have been hard for them to hear. They are willing to accept the challenges John placed before them because they sense that this preacher loves them enough to tell them the truth. So they are willing to ask: what then shall we do?
The season of Advent always challenges us to ask serious questions about our faith and our life together. What then shall we do? John told the crowds to share with one another. He warned against cheating and failing to be truthful. He asked them to be satisfied with what they have and not be driven by selfishness and greed. How timely this all seems as the commercials and advertisements of the Christmas shopping season keep inviting us to buy, spend, and get more stuff.
God sent John the Baptist to crowds of people who were ready for a new way to live. John knew that his message was about Jesus and not about him. The crowds kept listening to John because they were open to the mystery of what the Holy Spirit was about to do. This is the attitude that we need as we journey together through the Advent season. God is sending someone powerful to us. What then shall we do?
Sunday, December 13, 2015

Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday School Christmas Pageant

Holy Communion


INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

The presence of the Lord “in your midst” in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The nearness of the Lord in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with his winnowing fork in his hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 

pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 

“People, Look East”



                 arr. Dale Wood

Reference today’s gathering hymn on P. x,  ELW hymn #248
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
GATHERING SONG

“People, Look East”                        Verses 1 & 2                      #248

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

P Joy is at the heart of the journey through Advent to Christmas( Joy in the knowledge of what God has done throughout the ages, joy in the realization that God is able 

and that God does change things for the better, joy in the 

assurance that God can enter into our lives no matter 

what our situation may be.

The Apostle Paul calls us to a life of rejoicing(
. . .To live a life full of rejoicing and gentleness,

. . .to put aside worry in the confidence that the Lord is near,

. . .to lift our requests in prayer, with thanksgiving,

. . .to trust that the Peace of God will guard our hearts and minds.

Let us then consider the condition of joy in our lives(
. . .Do worries sometimes seem larger than 
     our confidence that God is near?

. . .Does the busyness of our lives sometime 
     interfere in our life of prayer?

. . .Does anxiety over the big things of 
     the world ruin the little joys of life?

P Advent is a time when we can clean out the inner stables of our lives so that new life can be born, our spirits may be refreshed, 

and our lives may be renewed in the joy of salvation.

P The Lord your God is in your midst, rejoicing over you with gladness, renewing you in love. I will bring you home and restore your fortunes, says the Lord.

C In this new light, we give thanks to the Lord.
P With joy you will draw waters from the wells of salvation.

C We will rejoice in the Lord always.

P We light the third Advent candle, the candle of joy, as we sing Verse #3 of Hymn #240, “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.”
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



   Text printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005

P As a covenant people, we will 

seek to live in the joy of the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen
The assembly is seated
CHRISTMAS: WE’RE ON THE AIR
by Cathy Skogen-Soldner

Processional Song                      
“Gather Round”                                                                          Kids

“Away in a Manger”                             Verse 1                            All

1
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,


the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;


the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,


the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
“Gentle Light”






    Kids

“Joy to the World”                        Verses 1 and 2                        All

1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!


Let earth receive her king;


let ev'ry heart prepare him room


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!


Let all their songs employ,


while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       Verse 1                        All
1
O come, all ye faithful,


joyful and triumphant!


O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;


come and behold him,


born the king of angels:

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him,


Christ the Lord!
“O O O Come”





    Kids

“Get the Word Out”





    Kids

“Gather Round”





    Kids

Children’s Message

Happy Birthday Jesus

Owen Kadrofske, Dane Webb, Clayton Wenzel, Drew Williams

The assembly stands
CREED
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Used by permission, copyright 1989

John Ylvisaker

Box 321

Waverly IA 50677

319-352-4396

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Emmanuel has come, is here, and is coming soon. Let us join in prayer for the church, the earth, and those who are in need, that all receive what God promises to give.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Let us pray.

C Have mercy, O God.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Receive our prayers, faithful God, as we watch and 
wait for your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Peace

 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 

and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
“Oh Christmas Tree”




 arr. Dave Brubeck
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer

A Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious 

fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 

need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen
Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue 
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new in the day 

when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Music: LAND OF REST, American folk tune

Text: “Sanctus,” tr. English Language Liturgical Consultation




Thanksgiving at the Table

 
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P God fills the hungry with good things.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly is seated

Communion 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen

WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians who believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in and with the bread and wine to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

COMMUNION SONG

[image: image5.png]—

of the world; have

T e T 4 o
a-way the sin

God, you take

Lamb of

=

of the

&

sin

the

Lamb of God, you take

a-way

mer-cy on us.

0~ D

=

you take a-

God,

Lamb of

us.

mer - ¢y on

world; have

=R

0
¥
y 4R
 (an W

of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

sin

way the




CONGREGATIONAL SONG
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868





CONGREGATIONAL SONG
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Arrangement printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
The assembly stands

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion

 

A Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 
of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 
Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Announcements 
Blessing
P May God direct your ways in peace, make 

you abound in love for one another and for all,

and strengthen your hearts until

the coming of our Lord Jesus.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and

Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C Amen

SENDING SONG

“People, Look East”                        Verses 3 & 4                      #248

Dismissal



“Go Now in Peace”                                                           Natalie Sleeth


Go now in peace,


Go now in peace,


May the love of God surround you ev’rywhere,


Ev’rywhere you may go.

Copyright © 1976 by Hinshaw Music, Inc.

P. O. Box 470, Chapel Hill NC 27514

International Copyright Secured.

All rights reserved.

POSTLUDE

“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”                          arr. Paul Manz

Reference Hymn #436
Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Christmas: We’re On the Air

© 2011 Cathy Skogen-Soldner

Arden Hills MN 55112

All Rights Reserved. Used with Permission

I invite you, as the prophet invited Israel: “Sing aloud! Rejoice and exult with all your heart. . .The Lord has taken away the judgments against [us]” Zephaniah 3:14-15, NRSV). Welcome!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 a.m.
CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 p.m. Family Service

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
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Ellen Schoepf
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Rita Barry
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Bruce Williams

December 6 worship attendance: 131
Serving Faith
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