ANNOUNCEMENTS
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NOVEMBER 8, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE—TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

DECEMBER/JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE(
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
John and Susan McPhail in memory of 


Susan’s mother Doris Ellen Cervelli

Vase 2
Grandma Mary Ann and Grandpa Bob Scheuerman


for the birth and life of Landon Bailey

Correction for one of last week’s flower dedications(
Given to the glory of God by the Schultz family in celebration of Lauren’s 
13th birthday (October 31st). Happy belated birthday, Lauren!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Bob Marklewitz, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—Annaliese, Chris Cotter, Tim Drummond,
    Dick and Lil Jennings, Heather, Bill, Al and Ron.
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Melody 
     and Adam Wright and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Sean, Ciera, Jacob and Ciana.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include  Pastor Elizabeth Retz and the congregation of Midland St. Timothy Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Weekly offering 11/01/2015:

Year-to-date as of September 30:

General giving

$6,450.00
Income

$192,442.53

Loose cash

       74.06
Expenses
  217,096.67
Loose checks

       45.00
Net Income
$(24,654.14)

Youth


     232.48
Flowers


       75.00


Total
$6,876.54
Simply Giving

$1,400.00

Stewardship principle

Stewards often love God best by showing love for our neighbor.
THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
 ( 9:00 a.m.
The Bible makes Sense adult study (library)

(11:30 a.m.
Lunch and Learn (downstairs large fellowship hall)



Care of Creation and Climate Change

We encourage you to join us for an important and insightful opportunity

today following worship as Warren Heilman joins Pastor Ellen to teach a class on Care of Creation and Climate Change. As Christians, we are called to care for the well-being of our neighbors and all of God’s good creation. “Humans, in service to God, have special roles on behalf of the whole creation. Made in the image of God, we are called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth.” (ELCA social statement, “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice”). Warren has done extensive research on this critical issue, and we are gifted by his expertise as we learn about the challenges and opportunities of this present moment in time. Today we will gather downstairs in the small fellowship hall for the first class session. While the class is billed as a “Lunch and Learn” class, food will not be served. However, please feel free to bring a snack or bring your lunch with you and feast as we learn together. 

Today cont’d

(11:30 a.m.
Parish Education Committee meeting (library)

 (3:00 p.m.
Willows at Okemos worship service



4830 Central Park Drive, Okemos

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH
12:00 p.m.
Lunch lectionary study group (Pastor Ellen’s office)

  6:30 p.m.
Pub lectionary study group at Okemos Buddies Pub & Grill

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH
  7:30 a.m.    
Men’s lectionary study group (library)

  9:30 a.m.    
Quilting and LSSM ACTION (parish house)

  2:45 p.m.
Executive Committee meeting (Pastor Ellen’s office)

  5:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise Choir (sanctuary)

  6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation 



(downstairs large fellowship hall)

  6:30 p.m.
Faith Bells (music room)

  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir (sanctuary)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH
11:30 a.m.
Caregiver’s Support Group
Our Caregiver Support Group meets from 11:30am-1:00pm on the second Thursday of every month. We serve lunch to all participants. Anyone who is facing the challenges that arise when caring for a loved one is welcome to attend this gathering. We share information about our challenges and also hear from a speaker each month. On the agenda this month—Kathy Mrozinski (or representative) from Hospice of Lansing to share information about Advanced Directives

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH
  6:00 p.m.
Youth Group activity at Spare Time until 9:00 p.m.
November Stewardship Focus:  ELCA Good Gifts
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Give a gift through the ELCA Good Gifts Program
Americans spend over $300 billion on Christmas shopping each year. That is a lot of stocking stuffers, fruitcake and Christmas sweaters! What if a part of this spending ws redirected to fight hunger and poverty? That ornament for a teacher could be changed into health and dental care for a child in an orphanage, or that sweater for you spouse could be transformed into a microloan for a woman in Mexico. You could actually give a gift that changes lives for generations.

Rethink your Christmas shopping this year, and substitute at least one gift with a gift from the ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Purchase a gift through the ELCA Good Gifts Program in honor of a special person in your life(just in time for Christmas. Check out the order forms available in the narthex.

In addition to making individual purchases through the ELCA Good Gifts Program, we as a congregation will also be making a purchase through the Good Gifts Program. On Sunday, November 22nd, we will be collecting a NOISY OFFERING to be used for this purpose.
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Shop ELCA Good Gifts
for 50 different gifts
that grow the church,
fight hunger and
transform lives.

ELCA.org/goodgifts

DATE:

TIME:





LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, November 15th
  9:00 a.m.
Adult study group: The Bible Makes Sense (library)

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

11:30 a.m.
Lunch and Learn: Caring for Creation



(downstairs large fellowship hall)

SAVE THE DATE

SIXTY PLUS AND MINUS

NOVEMBER 18TH AT 11:30 A.M.
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The NEW out-patient physical therapy program to be offered to the community at the Dobie Road Ingham County Medical Care Rehabilitation Center will be the Sixty Plus/Minus program on Wednesday, November 18 at 11:30 a.m. Aaron Cole, MA, CC, SLP and a physical therapist from the Center will bring practical insight into the areas of increasing independence at home, prevention of falls and information about conserving energy.

[image: image1.wmf]This is a new, innovative program in the mid-Michigan area 

and with outcomes that will increase well being and energy 

levels! Following their Power Point, the presenters will be 

pleased to take your questions regarding your exercise 

routine, the best exercises to keep mobility at a high 

level and those pertaining to individual needs.

Bring a salad or dessert of your choice to make lunch an

opportunity to greet and eat with Faith friends. Please sign the RSVP sheet on the narthex counter by Sunday, November 15 to say, “Absolutely, I’ll be there!”
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7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 25th

followed by
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We will be decorating the church





for Advent on Saturday morning, 






November 28th at 9:00 a.m.






PLEASE JOIN US!






We could use your help.






The more, the merrier. 
CARING COMMITTEE NEWS
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Food

Drive

The Faith Lutheran Caring Committee was asked by the Meridian Township Human Services Director if we could provide support to families during the Christmas/winter school break. There is a need for food items during this two-week break from school because children are at home during this time and do not get their breakfasts and/or lunches at school. Please look in the narthex for the grocery cart to appear and be ready to collect the donations for food items needs as follows:

Peanut butter, jelly, snack bars, Pop Tarts, muffin mix, syrup, 

canned fruit, boxed cereals, oatmeal, macaroni and cheese,

soup, crackers, rice, pasta, spaghetti sauce 

and boxed meals, i.e., Hamburger Helper

With your cash donations, we will purchase eggs, milk and bread to be included with the food.

Thank you, Faith family, for helping those in the community that have a need. Food collection for this project has begun. The deadline for bringing in food is December 13th and our delivery date will be Sunday, December 20th.

ANNOUNCING CAPITAL CITY RINGERS HANDBELL CONCERT HERE AT FAITH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH AT 7:00 P.M.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!
Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams: Fall Mission Project, Shrove Supper and Faith Vacation Bible School. Use this link to get started: https://wwwthrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/. Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions.
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Parish Education is in need of individually wrapped little 


packages of M&M’s originals for gifts to the children at 


Christmastime. There may be after Halloween discounts 


available.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Schedule

Rehearsals during Trinity/Confirmation evenings with the 4th-6th grades have begun. We will be running the songs in November during the first 15 minutes of class time with Pre-K through 6th grade. In December, we will practice during Sunday School on December 6th and 13th. Additionally, we will have a dress rehearsal for everyone after church on December 6th. We will feed the children and then rehearse. The pageant is Sunday, December 13th during the worship service. Hope to see everyone’s family for our celebration of the birth of Jesus!
Fleece Material Needed

For our fall mission project, the Sunday School classes are in need of fleece material. We are making hand-tied blankets for families in need. If you are able to donate, please put the material in the Parish Ed office. The size should be three yards and above and can be any color or design. Thanks!!

Blessing Bag Monetary Donations
The Youth are collecting money and will then be making the Blessing Bags. They will be available in the church office for people to give out to any homeless individuals that they may encounter during their daily travels.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
From Okemos Community Church
The Okemos Community Church food pantry benefits from purchases of the Okemos Meijer Simply Give cards from now until January 2nd. Double Match Days are Friday, November 13 and Saturday, November 14. This means that every $10 donation card purchased, Meijer will give $20, resulting in a $30 donation to the OCC food pantry!
Community Red Cross Blood Drives
Thursday, November 19 from 10:00am to 2:45pm
Sponsored by Meridian Township and

Brookdale Meridian Assisted Living and Memory Care

Meridian Township Hall

5151 Marsh Road, Okemos

Homemade chili and cornbread will be served

Brookdale pies will also be raffled

To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-733-2767 or log on to redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code MERIDIANTWP. Walk-ins are also welcome. 

_______________

Monday, November 30 from 12:00-6:00pm

Lower level social hall

Okemos Community Church

4734 Okemos Road, Okemos

Appointments are suggested, but walk-ins are also welcome. Please go online to set an appointment or contact OCC’s office at 349-4220.
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

