ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OCTOBER 11, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE—TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE—OCTOBER 19TH

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
Mark and Molly DeHate in celebration of their wedding anniversary
Vase 2
John and Sheila Smith in celebrating and giving thanks 


for family and friends.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale and Mavis Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Bob Marklewitz, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—Annaliese, Chris Cotter, 

    Dick and Lil Jennings, Heather and Bill.
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Melody and Adam Wright 
     and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Azaria, Brendan, Keven and Antonio.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNERS
As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include Administrative Pastor Rosanne Anderson and the congregation of Manton Trinity Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Week of October 4:


Year-to-date as of August 31:

General fund

$3,935.00
Income

$162,278.16

Loose checks

       25.00
Expenses
  182,549.83
World Hunger

       80.00
Net Income
$(20,271.67)

Youth


     270.00

Capital repairs

       25.00
Flowers


       25.00
Memorial

       35.00
Women’s retreat

     100.00

Parish Ed/Adult Ed
       32.90

God’s work t-shirts
       26.00
Loose cash

       80.00


Total
$4,633.90
Stewardship principle
Stewardship is more than money, and faithful stewards seek to please God in how they live as well as how they give.
THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Update - ELCA Malaria Campaign reached goal of $15M

The ELCA Malaria Campaign has reached its fundraising goal of $15M! Thank you for being a part of this monumental milestone and helping us protect countless lives from this preventable, treatable disease. In five years, ELCA members, congregations, synods and partners in 13 African countries have brought about lasting change. While the ELCA Malaria Campaign will officially end on January 31, 2016, our commitment to ending deaths from this disease will not. In the coming years, support to address malaria will come through gifts to ELCA World Hunger, which has a long history of supporting health-related work.

Blessing of Lutheran World Relief Quilts and Kits

The LWR goal this year is 500,000 quilts. The quilts you see on the communion rail and in the narthex have been made by the women of Faith’s quilt ministry. Soon 20 of these quilts will join others at the Howell collection center and then go on to Detroit and then Baltimore where they will be packaged in vacuum sealed bags and shipped to distant parts of the world. Shipping costs for the LWR quilts are $2.50 each. A collection container has been placed in the narthex if you would like to make a contribution towards shipping costs. These quilts bring warmth and shelter to many in need, to refugees and disaster areas.
Blessing of LWR quilts cont’d

Not all of the quilts our Faith women make go to LWR, however Many are sent to agencies of Lutheran Social Services of Michigan, some for the aged and ill, some to refugees leaving foster care programs. Dozens of the smaller quilts are given to children in foster care through the Nussdorfer Center, our Lansing LSSM center at Aurelius and Keystone Roads.

Thanks to all of you for the many gifts of fabric, sheets and blankets that often appear at the parish house!
11:15 a.m.
Lunch & Learn - Book Study on Racism

Laura Nelson and members of the Community Forum Planning Committee are hosting a book study on racism. This study is taking place today and next Sunday. in the downstairs fellowship hall.
11:15 a.m.
Parish Education Committee meeting

  3:00 p.m.
Worship at The Willows at Okemos
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13TH

Please note: The lunch study group will resume Tuesday, October 20th at 12:00 p.m. in Pastor Ellen’s office and the pub study group will resume Tuesday, October 27th at 6:30 p.m. at Okemos Buddies Pub and Grill.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH
  7:30 a.m.    
Men’s study group in the library

  9:30 a.m.    
Quilting and LSSM ACTION in the parish house

  5:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise Choir in the sanctuary

  6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation in the large fellowship hall

  6:30 p.m.
Faith Bells in the sanctuary

  7:00 p.m.
60th Anniversary Planning Committee meeting

  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir in the sanctuary

LOOKING AHEAD

Next Sunday, October 18th
New Member Sunday

Reception of new members will take place next Sunday the 18th.  If you would like to join our Faith family, please let Rita know by Wednesday the 14th—rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org or 349-0620.  
  9:00 a.m.     Adult Bible study discussion group in the library
“The Bible makes Sense” by Walter Brueggemann is a unique how-to book about the Bible. More than simply introducing readers to major themes, the author reveals an engaging biblical understanding of the world that leads to a life of joy, wholeness and peace. This worldview is described in an insightful synthesis, enlivening the Scriptures for readers. Let us know via

the narthex sign-up sheet if you will be attending so we can order sufficient copies of the book ($12.00).

11:15 a.m.
Lunch & Learn – Book study on racism 



in the downstairs large fellowship hall

11:15 a.m.
Listening Post in the library
Members of the Mutual Ministry Committee are available for you to bring thoughts, issues or concerns to their attention. 

6:00-10:00 p.m.
Evening Volunteers at Loaves and Fishes Overnight Shelter

Volunteering in the evening from 6-10pm offers the opportunity to spend time with shelter guests. Part of your evening will be spent helping the guests get settled when they arrive at Loaves and Fishes. Once dinner is served to the guests, you can sit down and enjoy dinner and lively conversation with them. Faith is responsible for filling two volunteer spots on the third Sunday of each month. There is a sign-up sheet posted on the hallway bulletin board. If you are interested, or would like to know more about what this involves, please speak with Gretchen Bills or Tammy Heilman. 

Next Sunday, October 18th cont’d

Bread for the World Sunday – offering of letters
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Hunger and Poverty in Michig:

Michigan is the 19th hungriest state and 19nd poorest state

in the country.

« Onein7 households (14.7 percent)
struggle to patfood on the table,
compared to 1 in 7 nationwide.

« More than 49.1 percent f Micki
households n the Supplemental Nutriton
Assistance Program (SNAP,formerly food
stamps) are working howseholds.

A fulltime Job is 1o onger enough o keep

a family out of poverty. Programs like SNAP

(formerly food stamps), the earmed income

tax credt (EITC) and child tax credit (CTC),

and chid nutiton programs help fl the gap
between vages and basic Iving expenses.

For example, naionwide n 2014

« SNAP kept 4.7 million peaple out of
poverty.

« The EITC and CTC kept 10
people, including more than 5
children, out of poverty.

« School lunches kept 1.3 mill
outof poverty.

« WIC (Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, nfants, and
Children) kept 430,000 people ot of
povery.

‘Soutss ofdat: USDA ERS HaussholdFood Sacurty
nha Untad Sitss n 2014, a4 2014 AGS it
tablos 2201, 51701, 823027, nd 1704

425 3 Strest W, Suie 1200
Washington, DC 20024
18008227328 wwwbread org

+ More than 1,568,844 people ive in
poverty (24,817 per year fora famiy of
foun), ncuding neaty 1 n 4 chiren.

« 7,957,568 people worked ful-time,
year-tound in 2014, yt the poverty rate
femains 2.2 percentage points higher than
before the recession.

To end hunger by 2030, Congress must enact policies
today that support that goal, including

« Passing a child nurition bill that rotects child nurition
programs and connects more hungry children with healthy
meals while no cuting SNAP or other safety-set programs.
For every § low-income childen who reclve free o recuced-
prie lunches at school, only about 3 also ecelve breaKiast,
and only 1 aso receives meals during the summer.

« Waking critizal expiring proviions of the EITC and CTC
permanen. fthese provisons expire, 16.4 millon people,
nciucing 7.7 milion chidren, il falino or deeper nto
poverty. Additonally, Congress must ix th glaring gap
inthe EITC fo low-income adults without kids who find
themselves taxed into povert.

« Auoiding budget brinksmar
budget that addresses sequestration cuts so
programs don'tsuffe from further cuts. Congress vould
e 0 ncrease funding forlow-ncome housing vouchers
or ental assistance by at least §1.5 billon ustto renew the
assistance that current familes are recei

« Raising thefederal minimum wage
50 that people working ful time can ive





Monday, October 19th
  7:00 p.m.
Church Council meeting with committee chairs


Third quarter committee reports and 2016 budget 



requests are due.


November newsletter deadline
Sunday, October 25th
Reformation Sunday

Sunday, October 25, is a big day in the Lutheran Church. As Lutherans, we always celebrate the Reformation on the last Sunday of October. This year, not only will we celebrate Reformation Sunday, the following things will also be taking place:

· We will be giving Bibles to all third grade children
· We will be holding a potluck after worship

· We will be holding our quarterly congregational meeting in the downstairs large fellowship hall
· We will be focusing on stewardship of our time and talents (everyone will have an opportunity to fill out a time and talent sheet)

· We will experience a ministry fair—all committees will have a table display, and you will have the opportunity to see what members of each of these committees are working on.

We do hope you will plan to join us for the festivities. This experience will truly be an example of the church at work as we celebrate the Reformation!

  5:30-7:30 p.m.

Chili Chow Down
Youth Group Fundraiser (partnering w/Membership Development)
On Sunday, October 25th, Faith’s Youth Group will be offering a chili meal (vegetarian choices as well), cornbread, cider, dessert and fun games and activities for the children. We will also have pumpkin carving assistance if you bring your pumpkins along. It’s helpful to bring your pumpkin already cleaned out. It will be a great time!!!  

Cost for the meal is $5.00 each or $15.00 per family. 
Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.

Payment will be collected the evening of the event.

Thursday, October 29th
Sixty Plus or Minus Folks



(No minimum or maximum age!)
Brown Bag Lunch and Program

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Presenter: Mark Marquardt
“The Plight of Rhinos”
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Question of the day: “What has a greater market value, ounce for ounce, than gold?”

Answer: “An ounce of rhino horn!”

No wonder poaching is prolific in Africa! Mark Marquardt, our resident zoologist, is eager to share information and pictures brought back from Africa by a colleague who visited there recently. Join us for this program that will give us much food for thought about poaching, endangered species and threatened extinction in God’s beautiful world.

Speaking of food, bring your own brown bag or box lunch. The committee will furnish beverages and dessert.

Note about the date change: We’re exploring how our attendance might be affected—perhaps improved!—by meeting on Thursday instead of Wednesday. Schedule conflicts among speaker and leaders give us a chance to check this out. So, join us on the FOURTH THURSDAY of October, instead of the usual third Wednesday!

See you in the downstairs large fellowship hall!
Sunday, November 1st
Lunch & Learn Opportunity – 




Care of the Earth/Climate Change

“Humans, in service to God, have special roles on behalf of the whole creation. Made in the image of God, we are called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth.” (ELCA social statement, “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice”)

As Christians, we are called to be stewards of creation. Therefore, on Sunday, November 1, following worship, Pastor Ellen and Warren Heilman will begin teaching a class that incorporates information on God’s call to earth-keeping, climate change and our responsibility to act together for the common good. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Easton has said, “The present moment is a critical one, filled with both challenge and opportunity to act as individuals, citizens, leaders and communities of faith in solidarity with God’s good creation and in hope for our shared future.” Please consider joining us for this very interesting and vital four-week class.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!
Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams:  Fall Mission Project, Chili Chow Down, Shrove Tuesday Supper, Faith Vacation Bible School .  Use this link to get started:  https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/  Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection
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Collections will be ongoing through November 



15th, at which time we will have the boxes 



blessed during the church service. If you are




available to help deliver the shoeboxes (close by 


in Haslett) the week of November 17-21, please 



let Melinda Schultz know at 





mrsjas305@sbcglobal.net.

Christian Ed and Youth announcements cont’d
2015 Women’s Retreat – ‘Grace Alone’ (Sola Gratia) – Nov. 20-22
A weekend stay in beautiful South Haven at a Blue Water Resort home, 
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  where we will have fellowship, fun, fine wine, and our focus will be on the effects of ‘Grace Alone’.

We will visit 12 Corners Tasting Room, the 29th Annual Mistletoe Market, and Pastor Ellen will lead our discussion about grace, one of the hallmarks of Lutheran theology. When Martin Luther began to fully understand the concept of grace, it changed his life. Perhaps this 



  weekend will change your life!

Please sign up and pay a $50 deposit by Sunday, October 18th. The total cost will be $150 for transportation, lodging, food, wine tasting and discussion. Openings for 10 women only!!

Fleece Material Needed
For our fall mission project, the Sunday School classes are in need of fleece material (any color). We are making hand-tied blankets for families in need. If you are able to donate, please put the material in the Parish Ed/Melinda’s office. Thanks!!

Youth Group Fundraiser (partnering w/Membership Development)

CHILI CHOW DOWN

Sunday, October 25th, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

On Sunday, October 25th, Faith’s Youth Group will be offering a chili meal (vegetarian choices as well), cornbread, cider, dessert and fun games and activities for the children. We will also have pumpkin carving assistance if you bring your pumpkins along. It will be a great time!!! 

Cost for the meal is $5.00 each or $15.00 per family. Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church; money collected the 

evening of the event.
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

