ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SEPTEMBER 27, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE—TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE—OCTOBER 19TH

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Dick and Lil Jennings in celebration of their daughter Beth Belonga’s birthday and their 67th anniversary.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Lowell Barricklow, Dale and Mavis Halvorson, 

    Susan Heft, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—Annaliese, Chris Cotter, 

    Dick and Lil Jennings and Heather
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Melody and Adam Wright 
     and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Jeremiah, Amber, Kayla and Shante.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNERS
As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include Father Domingo Shriver (Episcopal) and the congregation of Ludington Emanuel Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Week of September 20:


Year-to-date as of August 31:

General fund

$2,143.95
Income

$162,278.16
Loose cash

       60.95
Expenses
  182,549.83
Loose checks

       20.00
Net Income
$(20,271.67)

World Hunger

       31.00
Youth


       20.00
Caring Committee
       20.00

Capital Repairs

         1.00


Total
$2,295.95
Stewardship Principle

STEWARDSHIP IS 100%

THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost



Temple Talk



Lutheran World Relief Care Kits deadline
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Please stop by your church mailbox this morning and pick up an important Stewardship Committee letter. Heads up: Rita reorganized the mailboxes, and yours may have shifted a few slots. 



While you are there, take inventory of your family’s nametags and let Rita know if you need replacements (rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org.).
Let’s show hospitality to our guests and to each other by wearing our nametags. 

“Hospitality is the way we come out of ourselves. It is the first step toward dismantling the barriers of the world. Hospitality is the way we turn a prejudiced world around, one heart at a time.” 

—Joan D. Chittister in Wisdom Distilled, The NewsletterNewsletter, February 2000
Until we can create a nametag display, can you come up with a way to remember to wear yours on Sunday mornings? Some people keep them in their car so they are within reach when they arrive at church and then leave it in the car until the following Sunday.

Today cont’d

World Hunger Offering

Today we will receive our monthly offering to help fight world hunger. The offering globe for this “special” offering is at the sanctuary entrance.

Table service: United States

A free meal, time of prayer and





opportunities to serve and be
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served are what is offered weekly





at Shobi’s Table, a food truck that






serves homeless and near-






homeless residents of St. Paul,






Minnesota.






Pastor Margaret Mary Kelley and





Noah have both been there from





the beginning. Noah, once





homeless in the Twin Cities, was





keenly aware of the limited





dietary options for those living on





extreme margins. Together, they





worked to find a solution.
Their solution came in the form of a food truck, a vehicle that would allow them to serve freshly prepared meals and bring food to the community at a location that was a natural gathering place for many. Pastor Margaret and Noah have been able to serve around 75-100 neighbors a week since 2014. 

“When the church does community well, we do it well,” shared Pastor Margaret. “We come around the table to gather for lunch and God’s meal; people need a lot of both.”

Community is at the heart of Shobi’s Table’s mission. What is Shobi’s Table’s hope for the future? Their long-term goal is to acquire a bus that would offer indoor and outdoor seating to protect their patrons from the cold Minnesota winter months and to expand their offerings to include vocational training. Each plan is designed to lead them one step closer to accomplishing their mission—to provide food, friendship, faith and employment skills to the homeless and near-homeless people of St. Pau.l.
Today cont’d
11:15 a.m.
Lunch & Learn - Social Justice Group Gathering

On Sunday, September 27, following worship, Greg and Beryl Frenger will be joining us to share information about ways in which people of faith can respond to the needs of those who are being released from prison. There are many gaps in the system as people continue to cycle in and out of our local jails. For people coming out of jail, there are few safety nets in place where they can seek help. Join us for a light lunch as we learn and discuss some of the issues and challenges faced by those who are involved in the criminal justice system.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th
Please note: The Tuesday lunch and pub lectionary study groups are being suspended for a few Tuesdays. The lunch study group will resume Tuesday, October 20th at 12:00 p.m. in Pastor Ellen’s office and the pub study group will resume Tuesday, October 27th at 6:30 p.m. at Okemos Buddies Pub and Grill.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th
  7:30 a.m.    
Men’s study group in the library

  9:30 a.m.    
Quilting and LSSM ACTION in the parish house

  5:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise Choir in the sanctuary

  6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation in the large fellowship hall

  6:30 p.m.
Faith Bells in the sanctuary

  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir in the sanctuary

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1st
  7:00 p.m.
Mutual Ministry Committee meeting
LOOKING AHEAD

Sunday, October 4th

Temple Talk

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes Sunday School mission project begins

11:15 a.m.   Lunch & Learn
Laura Nelson and members of the Community Forum Planning Committee will be hosting a book study on racism. This study will take place on three consecutive Sundays—October 4, 11 and 18. If you are interested in participating in this study and wish to read the books, please sign the narthex sheet. The books we will be reading are—

1.  “The Church Enslaved” by Tony Compolo and Michael Battle 


(Fortress Press)  $3.49 on Amazon

2.  “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates


$14.40 on Amazon

You may purchase the books directly from Amazon or we can order them for you (order goes in tomorrow so let us know today!).
Sundays, October 18-November 29
9:00 a.m.     Adult Bible study discussion group

“The Bible makes Sense” by Walter Brueggemann is a unique how-to book about the Bible. More than simply introducing readers to major themes, the author reveals an engaging biblical understanding of the world that leads to a life of joy, wholeness and peace. This worldview is described in an insightful synthesis, enlivening the Scriptures for readers.

Sunday, October 18
2015 Women’s Retreat sign-up deadline
Retreat details can be found in the Christian Education announcements following.

Sunday, October 25
Reformation Sunday

Sunday, October 25, is a big day in the Lutheran Church. As Lutherans, we always celebrate the Reformation on the last Sunday of October. This year, not only will we celebrate Reformation Sunday, the following things will also be taking place:

· We will be giving Bibles to all third grade children
· We will be holding a potluck after worship

· We will be holding our quarterly congregational meeting in the downstairs large fellowship hall following the potluck

· We will be focusing on stewardship of our time and talents (everyone will have an opportunity to fill out a time and talent sheet)

· We will experience a ministry fair—all committees will have a table display, and you will have the opportunity to see what members of each of these committees are working on.

We do hope you will plan to join us for the festivities. This experience will truly be an example of the church at work as we celebrate the Reformation!

  5:30-7:30 p.m.

Chili Chow Down
Youth Group Fundraiser (partnering w/Membership Development)
On Sunday, October 25th, Faith’s Youth Group will be offering a chili meal (vegetarian choices as well), cornbread, cider, dessert and fun games and activities for the children. We will also have pumpkin carving assistance if you bring your pumpkins along. It will be a great time!!!  Cont’d. . .

Cost for the meal is $5.00 each or $15.00 per family. 
Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.

Money collected the evening of the event.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday School Participants

Please make sure that each of your children attending Sunday School have a registration card and communications release form completed. Also, Pre-K through 3rd grade will be gathering in the small downstairs fellowship hall each Sunday from 9-9:15 a.m. to practice a song that we will share with the congregation the last Sunday of each month.
Joyful Noise Update
Joyful Noise meets in the sanctuary on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:00pm. Children will learn songs and how to play some basic instruments. Who can participate—As long as a child can read lyrics up to children in the sixth grade are welcome to join Joyful Noise. Join us and have some fun with Pastor Ellen and Deb Borton-McDonough!!!!
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection begins October 4th
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Collections will be ongoing through November 



15th, at which time we will have the boxes 



blessed during the church service. If you are




available to help deliver the shoeboxes (close by 


in Haslett) the week of November 17-21, please 



let Melinda Schultz know at 





mrsjas305@sbcglobal.net.

Youth Group Fundraiser (partnering w/Membership Development)

CHILI CHOWDOWN

Sunday, October 25th, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

On Sunday, October 25th, Faith’s Youth Group will be offering a chili meal (vegetarian choices as well), cornbread, cider, dessert and fun games and activities for the children. We will also have pumpkin carving assistance if you bring your pumpkins along. It will be a great time!!! 

Cost for the meal is $5.00 each or $15.00 per family. Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church; money collected the 

evening of the event.

Christian Ed cont’d

Christian Ed and Youth Announcements cont’d

2015 Women’s Retreat – ‘Grace Alone’ (Sola Gratia) – Nov. 20-22
A weekend stay in beautiful South Haven at a Blue Water Resort home, 
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  where we will have fellowship, fun, fine wine, and our focus will be on the effects of ‘Grace Alone’.

We will visit 12 Corners Tasting Room, the 29th Annual Mistletoe Market, and Pastor Ellen will lead our discussion about grace, one of the hallmarks of Lutheran theology. When Martin Luther began to fully understand the concept of grace, it changed his life. Perhaps this 



  weekend will change your life!

Please sign up and pay a $50 deposit by Sunday, October 18th. The total cost will be $150 for transportation, lodging, food, wine tasting and discussion. Openings for 10 women only!!

Fleece Material Needed
For our fall mission project, the Sunday School classes are in need of fleece material (any color). We are making hand-tied blankets for families in need. If you are able to donate, please put the material in the Parish Ed/Melinda’s office. Thanks!!
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
BELL RINGERS NEEDED FOR THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON
Salvation Army is looking for volunteer bell ringers for the upcoming Christmas season. Please contact Kettle Coordinator Jeff Prisner for more information.

Email xizor_rom@yahoo.com or phone 517-484-4424, x-17.
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Email
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org
