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Questions Remain

Throughout his time on earth, Jesus taught the disciples what it means to follow him, delving deeper into difficult concepts with each step toward the cross. Jesus’ thought-provoking and life-changing words challenged existing wisdom, stretching the boundaries of belief, forcing each person who heard them to reevaluate everything they thought they knew. How could they eat this bread and live forever?
Is it any easier for us to wrap our minds around Jesus’ teachings? How do we open our hearts to the mystery of flesh given for us, blood shed for us, and bread come down from heaven when our culture insists that there is a simple black-and-white answer to every question? Who takes time to slow down and reflect on challenging Bible passages? Can we allow those words we do not understand to just be, to percolate and take root in the fertile soil of Christ’s presence until the Spirit can coax a shoot of understanding to spring forth and grow into the light?
Too many unanswered questions weighed heavily on some of Jesus’ followers. They wanted out; it was too difficult. They turned back to the safety of familiar routines and comfortable ideologies, prompting Jesus to wonder if all the disciples would abandon him. “Do you also wish to go away?” he asked the twelve (John 6:67). He asks the same question of us today whenever the circumstances of our lives challenge our faith, whenever our hearts are broken and our bodies exhausted, whenever it feels like we cannot take another step. Will we trust in Jesus’ promise that his words are spirit and life? Do we believe he is the Holy One of God?
Questions remain, but the good news is that God’s love is stronger than our doubts and fears, calling us back to worship, filling us with strength and giving us peace in the midst of uncertainty.

Sunday, August 23, 2015 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion 


Introduction to the day
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation 
to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Announcements and Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies”            #853           arr. Raymond Haan
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Confession and Forgiveness
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God,

the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean,

the bread of life coming down from above,

the power at work within us and this world.

C Amen

P Before God and in the company of our 

sisters and brothers, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection

P God and Father of all,

C we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed. We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies, said hurtful things, acted in ways 

we wish we could take back, and looked the other way when action was needed. In your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus, our Savior. Amen

P If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away;

everything has become new!

In Christ, ☩you are a new creation;

your sins are taken away and you are made new.

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.

C Amen 
Gathering Song
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Text: Robert Grant, 17791838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727





Greeting 
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. 

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen
The assembly is seated
 
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading (Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18) 
A A reading from Joshua.

In the Near East, covenant means agreement or alliance. It describes relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.
1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2a And Joshua said to all the people, 14 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

  16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading (Ephesians 6:10-20) 
A A reading from Ephesians.

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.
10 Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

  18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

 
Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel (John 6:56-69) 
P The holy gospel according to John.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?”

[Jesus said,] 56 “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

  60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

  66 Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Sermon 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song
Hymn of the Day
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Text: Traditional; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: TUYA ES LA GLORIA, traditional
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

3 Atiyo me rindo,
te_adoro también,
amo absoluto.
Amén, amén.

4 Gloria_en las alturas
v_en_la tierra también;
gloria aleluya.

Amén, amén.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





Translation printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
 
Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
Prayers of Intercession 
A With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen
 
Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated
Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,

including the care of those in need.

Summer Choir                  “Good and Simple Gifts”                  Sleeth
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer 
A Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you. and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
C Amen
Great Thanksgiving 
 

Dialogue 
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 

and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table

P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered into one by the Holy 

Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion

P Jesus said, “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

The assembly is seated

Communion

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen

WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing.  There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

 
Communion Song
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music during communion:
Hannah French and Kalina Hertafeld, duet       “Pie Jesu”      Webber
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
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the assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray.

Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have fed us again with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing 

P Almighty and merciful God,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless, preserve, and keep you

this day and forevermore.

C Amen
 
Sending Song
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Sing to the Lord You Distant Lands”

 arr. Gilbert Martin
Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
The psalmist declares: “My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God” (Psalm 84:2, NRSV). Let us join in song and praise to the God who showers us with grace.
Summer Schedule through September 6th

Sunday Worship and Holy Communion

9:30 a.m.
Fall schedule begins September 13th

Sunday School    9:00-9:45 a.m.
WORSHIP    10:00 a.m.
Pastor


Ellen Schoepf
prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org

Secretary

Rita Barry
rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of Christian Education

Melinda Schultz

Director of Music



Debra Borton-McDonough


Organist/Pianist



Bruce Williams
August 16 worship attendance: 89

Serving Faith

Today


August 30

Altar care

Gretchen Bills and Becky Bills
Communion assistants
Bob Shorman

Rich Weingartner




Karen Whitmyer

Jim Johnson

Greeters

         Jeff and Melinda Schultz      Jack and Natalie Dingledine

Lay assistants

Bob Shorman

Rich Weingartner

Readers


Harold Sollenberger
Jim Johnson

Ushers



John and Gayle McCracken

Nursery


Bowers


Webb
