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AUGUST 2, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 to get updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE: TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: AUGUST 17TH

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Faith congregation

Open vases for dedication: September 6th and September 27th.

The flower sign-up chart is located on a bulletin board across from the coat racks.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Lowell Barricklow, Dale and Mavis Halvorson, Susan Heft, 

    Ken Kleimola, John McPhail, Ellen Milne, Harry and Rose Marie Nawrock

( Friends and family—Annaliese, Chris Cotter, 

    Heather and Dick and Lil Jennings

( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Melody Baker, Jon Schoepf, 

    Adam Wright and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Karl, Terrell, Cameron and Curtis.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include

Pastor Roseann Anderson and the congregation of Lake City St. John Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Week of July 26:



Year-to-date as of June 30:

General Fund

$5,103.00
Income

$124,551.54

Loose cash

       46.00
Expenses
  136,757.54

Loose checks

       25.00
Net Income
$(12,206.00)

World Hunger

       84.00


       



Education special offering      188.85
Facility use rental

     100.00

ELCA seminary                      100.00
Capital repairs

         6.00


Total
$5,652.85
STEWARDSHIP FOCUS FOR AUGUST
Meridian Township Community Resources Commission
The CRC Emergency Needs Fund is used to help Meridian Township residents with emergency needs such as evictions, utility shutoffs and prescriptions. Some of the other programs the CRC oversees include:

· Ambulance Waiver Program – Meridian Township residents meeting income guidelines may be eligible for a full or partial waiver of their ambulance bill.
· Poverty Exemption – Residents meeting income limits set by the Charter Township of Meridian may be eligible for a partial, or in some cases, full exemption of property taxes.

· Emergency Services – Assistance and referrals for residents facing financial crises.

· MiCAFE – If you are 60 or older and need help applying for food


assistance, help is available.

The resource center is located at 5151 Marsh Road and administered by Human Services Specialist Darla Jackson.

Stewardship Principle: Stewardship is partnership with Christ through the Holy Spirit in fulfilling the purpose of God in the world.
THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Worship Committee Questionnaire
Worship Committee is meeting at 11:00 a.m. this morning to discuss the possibility of continuing with just one worship service when the fall schedule begins and to discuss the practice of weekly communion. If you have not had the opportunity to submit your thoughts on these two items, there are questionnaires on the narthex counter. Please complete one this morning and place in the box provided.

Caring for the Caregiver
Caring for the Caregiver offers caregivers a chance to be cared for. If you are able to be called upon to provide respite for any of those who are care giving with family members, please provide us with your name and phone number. There is an RSVP sheet on the narthex table.
4:00 p.m. Burcham Hills Worship Service
Pastor Ellen is facilitating worship at Burcham Hills Retirement Community at 4:00 today. Everyone from Faith is invited to attend this special worship service. The address is 2700 Burcham Drive, East Lansing.
Twin-size mattress set needed
Needed for the school year or longer if possible. Contact Pam Williams if you have an extra twin-size set you no longer need (they have the frame).
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4TH
12:00 p.m.   Lunch lectionary study group in Pastor Ellen’s office

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5TH
7:30 a.m.    Men’s study group in the library

9:30 a.m.    Quilting and LSSM ACTION in the parish house

1:30 p.m.    Piano dolly project

7:00 p.m.    Women’s choir practice

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6TH

9:00 p.m.    Live webcast with ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

This coming Thursday evening at 9:00 p.m., Bishop Eaton will be hosting a live webcast to discuss the hard but undeniable fact of deeply embedded racism in American society. Racism has come to the fore in painful ways this past year through high-profile occurrences of racial discrimination, hatred and violence including racially motivated killings. As Lutheran Christians, what should be our response and witness? As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, how are we called to confront the sin of racism?  
You may read more about this webcast at www.ELCA.org/webcast, where a link to the live webcast will be embedded. A live stream also will be available at www.Facebook.com/Lutherans. Twitter hashtag is #ELCAConfrontRacism. If you would like to submit a question to be considered during the live webcast, please send it to livinglutheran@elca.org and provide your name and your congregation’s name, city and state.
LOOKING AHEAD

Sunday, August 9th
9:30 a.m.    Women’s Choir summer special music

4:00 p.m.    The Willows at Okemos worship service

Thursday, August 13th
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.    Caregiver Support Group

Our Caregiver Support Group meets from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of every month. We serve lunch to all participants. Anyone who is facing the challenges that arise when caring for a loved one is welcome to attend this gathering. We share information about our challenges and also hear from a speaker each month. Kristen Campbell from Ingham County Medical Care Facility and Rehabilitation Services will present on memory loss and assessments.

Sunday, August 16th
10:30 a.m.    Mutual Ministry Committee Listening Post

Over the past few months, a Mutual Ministry Committee has been created. 
It assumes the duties of the previous Pastoral Support Committee, but with a somewhat broader mission. Working together and within ourselves we hope to strengthen this ministry for the sake of spreading the Gospel. The Committee, with Council’s approval, sees its purpose as. . .

“to act with communal concerns for the pastoral leadership of the


congregation. The primary functions of the committee are to keep


the pastor advised about the conditions within the congregational


family and to hear pastoral concerns. Together as a Mutual Ministry


Committee, we commit ourselves to strengthen the life and mission


of Faith Lutheran Church. . .”

See the full statement of organization posted on the church bulletin board. The Committee has had several organizing meetings and is now ready to begin its service. Our plan is to hold an open session on the third Sunday of each month, probably in the library, for anyone to bring thoughts, issues or concerns to the Committee’s attention. And, the Committee will meet monthly on the following Thursday. Our first Sunday session will be after church service on August 16th. At least one or more committee members will be there to meet with you.

The members of the Mutual Ministry Committee are— 

John McPhail, chair
Connie Nelson

Gwynne Kadrofske

Bill Williams

Harold Sollenberger
Pastor Ellen Schoepf

Individual committee members stand ready to hear your thoughts. 

All discussions are held in strict confidence.

Sunday, August 23rd
Y’all Come Choir – Special summer music—adults/youth, young/old, everybody! Rehearse that morning at 8:30 a.m.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th

RALLY DAY!
Back-to-School Breakfast Bags

It won’t be long now before the children in our community go back to school. They will need to start their day with a healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the annual back-to-school breakfast bag food drive. Individuals, families and committees are encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items:

Oatmeal


Cold cereal

Pancake mix

Syrup


Canned fruit

Muffin mix

Juice


Jelly


Peanut butter

Breakfast bars

Instant breakfast drinks

Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and Rally Day, September 13th. With cash donations, we will purchase milk, bread and eggs. Sign up to help us deliver on Sunday, September 20th.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday Community Service Project

“When one congregation or a group of congregations gather for service in their local communities, they are the church in that place, taking care of that part of God’s vineyard. But this is all work that we do together. When one congregation works to feed people who are hungry, that is also the entire church coming together. “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday reminds us that we are church together for the sake of the world.” —ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

Immediately following the Rally Day picnic, members of our congregation will be participating in the ELCA “God’s work. Our hands.” effort. On this day, we join ELCA congregations across the country to celebrate “one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.” We will be putting our faith into action by doing a service project in a Meridian Township park (specifics will be communicated in the near future).

This project will be one in which families can participate! Please add your names to the narthex sign-up sheet if you will be participating. Also, please indicate if you wish to purchase a shirt ($6.50/shirt).
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Sunday, September 20th    Conversation Regarding Race
As we prepare for the Community Forum that will take place on Thursday, September 24th, Laura Nelson will be leading an information session regarding issues of race. Please consider joining her for this time of learning and conversation.

Thursday, September 24th    Community Forum: Race, Ethnicity and Culture

Faith Lutheran Church will be hosting a Community Forum on Thursday evening, September 24th at 7:00 p.m.  This forum will be moderated by Pastor John Schleicher and panelists include—

· Dr. Ron Hall – MSU professor of social science and international lecturer on skin color

· Rev. Linda Gardner – Pastor at The Church of Elohim

· Dr. K S Sripada Raju – Bharatiya Temple of Lansing

· Karen Keyworth – Founder and CEO of the Islamic Schools of League of America

Please plan to join us for this very informative evening of discussion.

Sunday, September 27th    Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits

With all the natural and man-made disasters around the globe, there is an ongoing need for the personal care kits provided by Lutheran World Relief. The Women of Faith stewardship group has set a goal of putting together 40 kits during August and September in preparation for the October ship date.

Each kit will contain the following items:

· 1 bath-size towel in a dark color
· 1 adult toothbrush

· 1 heavy-duty comb

· 1 pair of nail clippers

· 1 pair of shoelaces

· 2 bath-size bars of Ivory soap

A display board and collection box is in the fellowship area. Thank you for your help in this project. Contact Charlotte Rasmussen if you have questions.

October 4, 11 and 18    Book Study - Race Relations and Culture

Laura Nelson and members of the Community Forum Planning Committee will be hosting a book study. This study will take place on three consecutive Sundays—October 4, 11 and 18. If you are interested in participating in this study and wish to read the books, please sign the narthex sheet. The books we will be reading are—

1.  “The Church Enslaved” by Tony Compolo and Michael Battle 


(Fortress Press)  $3.49 on Amazon
2.  “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates


$14.40 on Amazon

You may purchse the books directly from Amazon or we can order them for you.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRISTIAN SERVICES PUTT FOR A PURPOSE
Christian Services, a non-profit organization active in the greater Lansing area since 1981, helps churches develop local ministries and connects them to people in need. As a result, numerous churches have developed services to meet gap needs such as personal needs, clothing banks, household goods, furniture and many more. On-going relational programs to help people make positive life changes are also available.

Putt for a Purpose fundraiser

Little Hawk putting course at Hawk Hollow

Tuesday, August 18

5:00pm Early Birds registration and 6:00pm Night Owls registration

Dinner and door prizes and Silent auction gift baskets

See the Putt for a Purpose flyer on the bulletin board
REDEEMER CHURCH ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL AUGUST 22ND
Each year, Redeemer Church, an active city church who cares for her local community, holds an ice cream social during the month of August. This year, the event will be held Saturday, August 22 from 3-6pm. FREE ice cream! Join your friends and neighbors for the annual ice cream social at Redeemer Church. this is an opportunity to share in some FREE ice cream from Melting Moments. Also, there will be fun games, prizes and inflatables for kids, music for both young and old, great food, crafts, snack walk and our 50/50 raffle. There will be a one-time fee of $2/person for games. There is a nominal charge for food (except the FREE ice cream and toppings). Everyone is invited. Share in the fun. Bring your family and friends. Redeemer Church is located at 2727 West Holmes Road in Lansing (between Pleasant Grove and Waverly, between Mt. Hope and Jolly). For more information, call the church office at 882-8000 or email janhite@sbcglobal.net. www.redeemerlansing.com
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

