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The Gospel According to Leftovers
In some cultures, a "clean plate" indicates the dinner guest is still hungry. A dutiful host then will continue to refill the plate until finally the guest leaves some food uneaten to indicate fullness.

Could this way of thinking be why such a point is made of there being so much left over in the story of Jesus feeding five thousand people in today's gospel? Five loaves and two fish fed thousands 

of people to complete fullness, and there remained twelve baskets of food that they were too full to eat!

But could there be a deeper implication about those leftovers? 

It is noteworthy that this text makes mention of the Jewish Passover (John 6:4). Readers may recall God's provision of 

manna in the wilderness for the Israelites. And here is yet 

another miraculous and abundant provision of bread.

Jesus himself urges the disciples to "Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost" (John 6:12). What does it mean to carefully gather the leftovers except that there might be need of them? Could this be evidence of Jesus' concern for the provision not just for the children of Israel, but for the children of all nations?

Indeed, Jesus' body was broken and his blood poured out for the sake of the whole world. The generosity of his provision of himself for us is abundant with plenty to go around. There is more than enough Jesus for all to be filled to satisfaction. As we gather to receive Christ's body and blood in communion, we are nourished for our part in sharing through word and deed the good news of God's provision to all the world.

Sunday, July 26, 2015

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from 
John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and 
two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus' table seems 
like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around 
us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working
in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world 
God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.
If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Announcements and Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“gift of Finest Wheat”



 arr. Jeffrey Honore
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Gathering Song
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Music: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955
Text and music © 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




          Text/music/translation printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. 
Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of 
heaven and share this bread with all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
-7-
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42–44
A A reading from Second Kings.

Today's reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles 
of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. 
Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides 
enough and even more to satisfy the need.
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the people and let them eat."  43But his servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred people?" So he repeated, "Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, 'They shall eat and have some left.'"  44He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14–21
A A reading from Ephesians.

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.  16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit,  17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  18I pray that you may have the
-8-
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.


 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,  21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 6:1–21
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called "signs," because they reveal the true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control.
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.  2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick.  3Jesus
-9-
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples.  4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.  5When he looked
up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?"  6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.  7Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little."  8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him,  9There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?  10Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all.  11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.  12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost."  13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world."


 15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.


 16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea,  17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.  18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.  19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified.  20But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."  21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
-10-
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day
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text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
-11-
APOSTLES’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.  Amen
Prayers of Intercession
A Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, 
we come together as the people of God to pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Men’s Choir         “I Will Call Upon the Lord”         O’Shields, arr. Linn
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you,

and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good

things at your table, that we may come to the help of

all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
C Amen
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord's Prayer
P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P Jesus said, “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing.  There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

-15-
Communion Song
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Congregational Song
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Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray.

Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have fed us again with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
P Almighty and merciful God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless, preserve, and keep you

this day and forevermore.

C Amen
-17-
Sending Song
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Dismissal
A Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Toccata in Seven”




          John Rutter
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise” (Psalm 145:3, NIV).
We gather to praise our God and Savior. Welcome!
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Debra Borton-McDonough


Organist/Pianist



Bruce Williams
July 19th worship attendance: 72
Serving Faith

Today


August 2nd

Acolyte


Lauren Schultz

Altar care

Gretchen Bills and Becky Bills

Communion assistants
Deb Borton-McDonough
Diane Wilke



Brendan Guenther
Melinda Schultz



Lauren Schultz

Greeters

              Lowell & Gail Barricklow  John & Gayle McCracken
Lay assistants

Deb Borton-McDonough
Diane Wilke
Readers


Brendan Guenther
Melinda Schultz
Usher


John McCracken

John McCracken
Nursery
