ANNOUNCEMENTS
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JULY 19, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 to get updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE: TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

AUGUST NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: TOMORROW THE 20TH
Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
The Belonga family in celebration of Taylor’s 22nd birthday
Vase 2
The Wright family in celebration of Melody Baker and Adam Wright’s 
Tuesday wedding
Open vases for dedication: August 2nd, September 6th and September 27th.

The flower sign-up chart is located on a bulletin board across from the coat racks.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Lowell Barricklow, Dale and Mavis Halvorson, Susan Heft, 

    Ken Kleimola, John McPhail, Ellen Milne, Harry and Rose Marie Nawrock

( Friends and family—Annaliese, Chris Cotter, 

    Heather and Dick and Lil Jennings

( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Melody Baker, Jon Schoepf, 

    Adam Wright and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Tyee, Antonio, Cornisha and Tyrone.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include

these ministries in your prayers of intercession this week—


Kentwood Ascension Lutheran Church 


Father Michael Wernick, Episcopal

United Methodist Church, Detroit Renaissance District


Rev. Melanie Carey, District Superintendent

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Week of July 12:



Year-to-date as of May 31:






Income

$103,413.62

Not available at press time.

Expenses
  114,321.17



     

Net Income
$(10,907.55)




       

Does not include the




       

Transformation Fund budgeted




       

figures; $10,350 was transferred






from the Transformation Fund.

ADULT STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
<EVERYONE>

Each Tuesday

12:00pm Lunch lectionary study group
Pastor Ellen invites you to join her at 12:00pm each Tuesday for a casual lunch and a preview of the upcoming Sunday’s lectionary (series of Scripture readings for worship). Drop in as often as you are able and feel free to bring your own brown bag or carry-out lunch.

_______________

<EVERYONE>

2nd and 4th Tuesdays

6:30pm Pub lectionary study group at Okemos Buddies Pub & Grill

This is a gathering to look at, study and have conversation about the coming Sunday’s Bible readings.
<MEN>
Men’s study meets at 7:30am each Wednesday morning in the Faith library. 
They use the week’s lectionary as the basis for their discussions.
_______________
<WOMEN>
The next women’s study will take place at 2:00pm, Monday, July 27th. For discussion, we use the study series from the Women of the ELCA gather magazine. We meet in the Faith library.

JULY STEWARDSHIP FOCUS—EDUCATION
This month we are focusing on various aspects of education within the life of the Church. Next Sunday the 26th, we will take a noisy offering to collect money for scholarships for kids from our congregation who attend various educational experiences throughout the year, i.e., summer camp, Confirmation camp, etc.

ELCA SEMINARIES

The ELCA has a long history and tradition of training and preparing pastors and other rostered leaders to share the good news of Jesus Christ and to inspire and equip members to participate in God’s work in the world. 

Seminary students are introduced to a deeper study of Scripture, tradition, Lutheran Confessions and the rich history of this church while encouraging humility of service and confidence in God’s power to reconcile and renew communities. They examine the complexities and questions of life, communities and the world so they can better communicate God’s living word in contexts that are always changing. Most importantly, students and leaders are called to be teachers in word and action, inviting and equipping people to participate in listening to God, each other and to the world so that together we can love and serve our neighbor with a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 

In times of rapid change in the church and the world, our seminaries are always working to offer a greater variety of programs and resources to prepare and support more kinds of leaders equipped to live and serve here and now, in the world, with all its complexities, tensions and ambiguities. 

It’s a great time to learn more about what our seminaries are doing and what they offer you, your congregation and anyone who would like to stretch their faith and service.


[image: image2.jpg]Stewardship

o \ V4
\ V4 - \ Y4 N \ Y4

Principle




Christian Stewardship is the practice of the Christian religion. It is neither a department of life nor a sphere of activity. It is the Christian conception of life as a WHOLE, manifested in attitudes and actions. —W. H. Greever
TODAY AT 10:30 A.M.
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The Property Team is having a work day right after church today at 10:30am.  We will do trimming, weeding, general cleanup and any other tasks needed. Anyone who can trim bushes, haul small branches, etc., is welcome to help. Rain date next Sunday the 26th. Thank you.

PLANNING MEETING OF DISCUSSION GROUP REGARDING
ISSUE OF RACISM IN PRESENT CULTURE—

The group of people who gathered together in June to discuss the Charleston, S.C., shootings will be meeting again this Tuesday evening, July 21st, at 7:00pm. We are in the process of developing a series of four Community Forums to address the issues of racism as they exist in present culture. 
Presiding ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton is encouraging all faith communities 
to have these conversations. Our first Community Forum will be taking place 
on Thursday evening, September 24th at 7:00pm.
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Do you crochet, knit, embroider, cross stitch, latch 



hook, needlepoint, etc? If you do any of these listed 



or some other activity that involves some type of 



fiber arts, we would like to invite you to Faith to sit 



and relax with friends while crafting your creations. 



There will be coffee and teas offered.
WORLD HUNGER OFFERING



      Next Sunday


Next Sunday we will receive our monthly offering to help fight world hunger.
The globe to receive this special offering will be at the sanctuary entrance.
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NEXT SUNDAY




JULY 26TH                10:30 A.M.
There is a Loaves and Fishes sign-up sheet posted on the hallway bulletin board. Faith is responsible for filling the two volunteer spots (from 6-10pm) on the third Sunday of each month.
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If you are interested or would like to know





more about what this involves, please talk





to Gretchen Bills or Tammy Heilman.





It’s very easy, and just a few hours of 




your time can make a difference for others.

SUMMER SINGING
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July 26th Men’s Choir - rehearse July 22nd at 7:00pm
August 9th Women’s Choir - rehearse August 5th at 7:00pm
August 23rd Y’all Come Choir - Adults, youth, young, old and everything in between rehearse that morning at 8:30am.
Special vocal or instrumental music - If you’re interested in 

doing summer special music, email Deb Borton-McDonough

lalaladyB@comcast.net!
Please plan to join us for this event on Saturday afternoon, August 1st from 3:00-7:00pm. Enjoy free food as well as the music of Ruth and Max Bloomquist. We have flyers and information available in the narthex. Please take both and distribute to friends inviting anyone to join us for a fun-filled afternoon. Games and activities for children will also be provided.
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CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP

Our Caregiver Support Group meets from 11:30am-1:00pm on the second Thursday of every month. We serve lunch to all participants. Anyone who is facing the challenges that arise when caring for a loved one is welcome to attend this gathering. We share information about our challenges and also hear from a speaker each month. At the present time, our monthly schedule is as follows:

August 13
Kristen Campbell from Ingham County Medical 


Care Facility and Rehabilitation Services



Memory loss and assessments

September 10
Alzheimer Foundation representative



A Healthier You—Care of Body/Mind Connection
October 8
Attorney Rosemary Howley Buhl



Specialist in Elder Law and Caregiving

November 12
Kathy Mrozinski (or representative) from 


Hospice of Lansing – Advanced Directives

December 10
Kathy Mrozinski from Hospice of Lansing



How to Get Through the Holidays

January 14
Kathleen Leslie, Burcham Hills Memory Care Manager



Discussion on dementia

February 11
Cammy – Alzheimers Foundation



Legal and Financial Issues, Part 1
March 10
Cammy – Alzheimers Foundation



Legal and Financial Issues, Part 2

FAITH’S MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Over the past few months, a Mutual Ministry Committee has been created. It assumes the duties of the previous Pastoral Support Committee, but with a somewhat broader mission. Working together and within ourselves we hope to strengthen this ministry for the sake of spreading the Gospel. The Committee, with Council’s approval, sees its purpose as. . .

“to act with communal concerns for the pastoral leadership of the


congregation. The primary functions of the committee are to keep


the pastor advised about the conditions within the congregational


family and to hear pastoral concerns. Together as a Mutual Ministry


Committee, we commit ourselves to strengthen the life and mission


of Faith Lutheran Church. . .”

See the full statement of organization posted on the church bulletin board. The Committee has had several organizing meetings and is now ready to begin its service. Our plan is to hold an open session on the third Sunday of each month, probably in the library, for anyone to bring thoughts, issues or concerns to the Committee’s attention. And, the Committee will meet monthly on the following Thursday. Our first Sunday session will be after church service on August 16th. At least one or more committee members will be there to meet with you.

The members of the Mutual Ministry Committee are— 

John McPhail, chair
Connie Nelson

Gwynne Kadrofske

Bill Williams

Harold Sollenberger
Pastor Ellen Schoepf

Individual committee members stand ready to hear your thoughts. 
All discussions are held in strict confidence.
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SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH

Resume schedule of two worship services - 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Faith Family picnic  12:00 noon

God’s work. Our hands. service project 
in a Meridian Township park TBD 2:00pm
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“When one congregation or a group of congregations gather for service in their local communities, they are the church in that place, taking care of that part of God’s vineyard. But this is all work that we do together. When one congregation works to feed people who are hungry, that is also the entire church coming together. ‘God’s work. Our hands.’ Sunday reminds us that we are church together for the sake of the world.” —ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

Following the Rally Day picnic, members of our congregation will be participating in the ELCA “God’s work. Our hands.” effort. On this day we join ELCA congregations across the country to celebrate “one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.” We will be putting our faith into action by doing a service project in a Meridian Township park. (More specific details to follow.)

This project will be one in which families can participate! Please add your names to the narthex sign-up sheet if you will be participating. Also, please indicate if you wish to purchase a shirt ($6.50 ea.).
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
GOLF FUNDRAISER JULY 25 
AIDS EMERGENCY NEEDS IN MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP
Meridian Township service clubs and the Meridian Township Community Resources Commission is hosting the 17th annual fundraiser for the Meridian Township CRC Emergency Needs Fund—7am-3pm Saturday, July 25 at the Meridian Sun Golf Club, 1018 Haslett Road in Haslett. For available GolfFest tee times, contact the Meridian Sun Golf Club at 339-8281. 
The CRC Emergency Needs Fund is used to help Meridian Township residents with emergency needs such as evictions, utility shutoffs and prescriptions.

Approximately 100 prizes will be raffled during the event. Raffle tickets can be purchased for $5 each at the Meridian Township Municipal Building until July 24.  Participants need not be present to win. 
REDEEMER CHURCH ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL AUGUST 22ND
Each year, Redeemer Church, an active city church who cares for her local community, holds an ice cream social during the month of August. This year, the event will be held Saturday, August 22 from 3-6pm. FREE ice cream! Join your friends and neighbors for the annual ice cream social at Redeemer Church. this is an opportunity to share in some FREE ice cream from Melting Moments. Also, there will be fun games, prizes and inflatables for kids, music for both young and old, great food, crafts, snack walk and our 50/50 raffle. There will be a one-time fee of $2/person for games. There is a nominal charge for food (except the FREE ice cream and toppings). Everyone is invited. Share in the fun. Bring your family and friends. Redeemer Church is located at 2727 West Holmes Road in Lansing (between Pleasant Grove and Waverly, between Mt. Hope and Jolly). For more information, call the church office at 882-8000 or email janhite@sbcglobal.net. www.redeemerlansing.com

FLC CURRENT EVENTS
TODAY
10:30am
Property work day


  6:00pm
Loaves and Fishes Ministries

MON
07/20
  6:30pm

Church Council and Committee Chairs




dinner meeting at Pastor Ellen’s





August newsletter deadline

TUES 
07/21
12:00pm

Lectionary study group


  7:00pm

Racial Justice Group

WED
07/22
  7:30am 
Men’s study in the library



  9:00am

Music planning



  9:30am

Quilting and LSSM ACTION 





in the parish house



11:00pm

Staff meeting


  7:00pm

Men’s Choir practice
SUN
07/26
World Hunger offering


July Stewardship focus: Education noisy special offering



  9:30am

WORSHIP



10:30am

Quarterly congregational meeting



11:30am

Technology Group meeting

[image: image9.jpg]l ‘:t__ qungellcal Lutheran
< 0¥ Church in America

\ W
God’'s work. Our handls.




[image: image10.jpg]



To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

