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Captivated
Herod had mixed feelings about John. On the one hand, John's truth telling made him feel uncomfortable, maybe because it made him question his own choices. Nevertheless, "he liked to listen to him" (Mark 6:20). Something about John's message captivated him. In the end, Herod ordered that John be killed, because he was afraid of what people would think if he were to break his promise to his wife's daughter. In other words, Herod's desire for God was overruled by his desire for staying in power.

Too often we are a little bit like Herod. The truth that comes to us in God's word can sometimes be a hard pill to swallow, because it shows us where we are still struggling to follow God faithfully. Scripture asks us: What choices, what relationships, what commitments keep us from serving God as fully as we are called 

to do? What do we need to say no to in order to say yes to God? Sometimes it is precisely in those areas of our lives in which we find ourselves perplexed (Mark 6:20) and uncertain which way to go that the voice of God is trying to make itself heard.

As we try to listen to this voice, we have an advantage that Herod did not have. He heard the word of God spoken to him by John. But we have that same Word dwelling in and among us in the person of Jesus Christ, who comes to us in bread and wine at the table, in the flesh through the church gathered for worship, and in our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit.

So if we feel captivated by God's message even while we struggle to live according to it, it may be because we are indeed caught by the one who has claimed us and will not let us go until we see God face-to-face.

Sunday, July 12, 2015

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION
When Amos told what he saw when God held up the plumb line of justice next to Israel—that the poor were being trampled—he was a threat to the power of priests and king. John the Baptist also spoke truth to power, and Herod had him beheaded. In Herod's fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: that all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Announcements and Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“Lord, Who’s Love in Humble Service” (#712)
   arr. Wayne Wold


GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

The assembly stands
Gathering Song
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868
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Greeting

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
KYRIE
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray.

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set 
to obey your commandments; and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Amos 7:7–15
A A reading from Amos.

Amos was not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he was 
an ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God's word of judgment through Amos conflicted with the king's court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encountered at Bethel.
7This is what he showed me: the LORD was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.  8And the LORD said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the LORD said,


"See, I am setting a plumb line


in the midst of my people Israel;


I will never again pass them by;

  9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,


and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,


and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword." 

  10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words.  11For thus Amos has said,

-8-

'Jeroboam shall die by the sword,


and Israel must go into exile


away from his land.'"

  12And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there;  13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom." 


 14Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,  15and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3–14
A A reading from Ephesians.

In Jesus, all of God's plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God's children and have been promised eternal salvation.
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.  5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace  8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight  9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,  10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
-9-
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,  12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;  14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Mark 6:14–29
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist's martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him."  15But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old."  16But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised."

-10-


 17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her.  18For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife."  19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not,  20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.  21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.  22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it."  23And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom."  24She went out and said to her mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer."  25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter."  26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.  27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison,  28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.  29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon
-11-
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song
HYMN OF THE DAY
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apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.  Amen
Blessing our ELCA National Youth Gathering participants

Prayers of Intercession
A Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, 
we come together as the people of God to pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great. 
-13-
P Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Helen Dersch, flute              “Sonata V in E Minor”             J. S. Bach
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all

wait upon you, and you open your hand

in blessing. Fill us with good things at

your table, that we may come to the help

of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our

redeemer and Lord.
C Amen
-14-
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord's PrayeR
P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion

P Jesus said, “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The assembly is seated
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing.  There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

Communion Song
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG



    

“On Eagle’s Wings”





    #787
The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray.

Wise and generous God, we thank you

that at this holy table you have fed us

again with the food of everlasting life.

Send us with your blessing to see the

good of our neighbor and call others

to your feast; through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.
C Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
P Almighty and merciful God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless, preserve, and keep you

this day and forevermore.

C Amen
-18-
Sending Song
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ

the love, the word, the tide.

Yet more than these, oh, praise their source,
praise Christ the crucified: Refirain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymus for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

with faith’s bright songful voice!
Announce the gospel to the world
and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.
C Thanks be to God.

POST-SERVICE MUSIC

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

 arr. James Kimball
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Welcome to worship,
friends and guests—brothers and sisters,

all, in the family of God!
SUNDAY WORSHIP AND HOLY COMMUNION: 9:30 A.M.

Pastor


Ellen Schoepf
prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org

Secretary

Rita Barry
rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of Christian Education

Melinda Schultz

Director of Music



Debra Borton-McDonough


Organist/Pianist



Bruce Williams
July 5th worship attendance: 69
Serving Faith

Today


July 19
Acolytes

Altar care

Becky Bills and Gretchen Bills

Communion assistants
Emily Richardson
John McCracken




Rich Weingartner

John McPhail

Greeters


Martin and Kris Wright
Rich Weingartner
Lay assistants

Rich Weingartner

John McPhail

Readers


Emily Richardson
John McCracken

Ushers


Bowers family
Nursery
