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OUR MISSION ...
To make disciples for

Jesus Christ we

GATHER

in faith for worship,
prayer, study, and

fellowship

EQUIP

the people of God with a
faith that works in real life

SERVE

the world in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Faith Lutheran Church June/July 2015

M
artin Luther once described faith
as “a living, daring confidence in
God's grace.” Our faith is

nurtured and fed as we weekly
participate in the pattern of Gathering,

Word, Meal, and Sending. This Word-Meal pattern is the
deep, faith-making, mission-making life of worship as we
weekly receive the very life of God.

During these summer months we are implementing an
experiment as we live into the weekly pattern of Gathering,
Word, Meal, and Sending. When we gather together for
Sunday morning worship, we hear the living Word
proclaimed. Then, we turn to eat and drink the very
promises we have just heard in the scriptures. The word of
God becomes proclaimed by the assembly as we eat and
drink the “visible words” (St. Augustine). Paul writes, “As
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord's death until he comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). This publicly
proclaimed, visible, eatable, drinkable word - like the audible
word - is given by God to bring us to faith and turn us in love
and service toward our neighbor. Jesus Christ, whom we
have encountered in the heart of the scriptures, generously
gives himself to us in body and blood as the meal of the
church.

The regular Sunday morning worship pattern of Gathering,
Word, Meal, and Sending is foundational to our lives as
Christians. When we partake in this life-giving meal, this
event:
_ Is the giving away of the body and blood of Christ for

the sake of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

_ Is the feast with the Risen One, a holy communion
with Christ and God's people.

(Continued on page 3)
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Worship Schedule

June/July 2015
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m.

ACOLYTES
June 7 Brielle Bowers July 5
June 14 Drew Williams July 12
June 21 Brielle Bowers July 19
June 28 July 26 Lauren Schultz

ALTAR CARE
June - Gretchen Bills and Becky Bills
July - Gretchen Bills and Becky Bills

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
June 7 Deb Borton-McDonough July 5 Bob Shorman

David Baker Jon Harrison
Brielle Bowers

June 14 Diane Wilke July 12 John McPhail
Jeff Rosenthal John McCracken
Drew Williams

June 21 Bob Nelson July 19 Rich Weingartner
Beth Belonga Emily Richardson
Brielle Bowers

June 28 Mike Eschelbach July 26 Deb Borton-McDonough
Mark Kadrofske Brendan Guenther

GREETERS
June 7 Chris and Jean Lewis July 5 John & Gayle McCracken
June 14 Bob & Phyllis Shorman July 12 Martin & Kris Wright
June 21 Marla Holle July 19 Rich Weingartner
June 28 Ken and Ellen Milne July 26 Lowell & Gail Barricklow

LAY ASSISTANTS
June 7 Deb Borton-McDonough July 5 Bob Shorman
June 14 Diane Wilke July 12 John McPhail
June 21 Bob Nelson July 19 Rich Weingartner
June 28 Mike Eschelbach July 26 Deb Borton-McDonough

READERS
June 7 David Baker July 5 Jon Harrison
June 14 Jeff Rosenthal July 12 John McCracken
June 21 Beth Belonga July 19 Emily Richardson
June 28 Mark Kadrofske July 26 Brendan Guenther

USHERS
June - Mike Eschelbach, Warren and Tammy Heilman
July - 

NURSERY
June 7 Heidi Bowers July 5
June 14 Lori Webb July 12
June 21 Jennifer & Maia Guenther July 19
June 28 Laura Nelson July 26

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4515 Dobie Road

Okemos, MI 48864-2203
Office Hours:

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday
Phone: (517) 349-0620

Fax: (517) 349-5822
www.faithlutheranokemos.org
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Ministers
All Members of the Faith Family

Pastor
Ellen Schoepf

prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of Christian Education

Melinda Schultz
Director of Music

Deb Borton-McDonough
Instrumental Worship Leader

 Bruce Williams
Church Secretary

Rita Barry
rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

Newsletter Editor
Rich Weingartner

faith@mathwhiz.org
Mission Partner Congregation

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Lansing

2015 PARISH OFFICERS
President Linda Hirt
Vice President Jim Crum
Secretary Molly DeHate
Treasurer Doug Hirt
Financial Secretary Tom Schrote
Members-at-Large Diane Flatley

Jack Dingledine
Past President Walter Kopf

Committee Chairs
Caring Ann Mayer
Evangelism/Outreach

Carol Towl and Gretchen Bills
Human Resources Lee Gerard
Long Range Planning Jim Crum
Media/Technology Mark DeHate
Membership Dev. Marilyn Hogan
Mission Endow. Brendan Guenther
Mutual Ministry John McPhail
Parish Education

Heidi Bowers and Nina Schrote
Property Mark Marquardt
Stewardship Mary Ann Scheuerman
Worship & Music Diane Wilke
Youth
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(Continued from page 1)

_ Is an open confession of thanksgiving for all God's acts
of creation and redemption, and a dismissal as we are
sent out to serve.

_ Is an experience where God acts, making of our public
gathering to eat and drink the very place of astonishing
mercy.

Yes, this Word-Meal pattern is the deep, faith-making,
mission-making pattern that feeds and nourishes us. And, it
enables us to joyously live a life of grace and service in this
world.

With daring confidence in God's grace,
Pastor Ellen

Vacation Bible School Update

Registration has begun for this year's VBS – Everest:
Conquering Challenges with God's Mighty Power. If you
haven't registered your child/children yet, please do so as
soon as possible! Registration materials are available in
the narthex. We have also begun selling music CD's for
$8.00 and T-Shirts for $5.00. Get yours today! Please
check out the display to see what materials are needed and
what you can contribute. 

VBS week is June 15 – 19. Thanks to all of you who have
volunteered to help this year! If you would like to help this
year's VBS, contact Melinda Schultz at 349-0620 or
mrsjas305@sbcglobal.net.

Sunday School Room Cleaning

Just a note: All Sunday School classrooms will be cleaned
out in preparation for Vacation Bible School. If you have
any personal teaching materials in your classroom, please
be sure to pick them up before that date. Thanks! 

Prayers for

Health and Healing
_ Members of the congregation:

Lowell Barricklow, Dale and
Mavis Halvorson, Susan Heft,
Ken Kleimola, John McPhail,
Ellen Milne, and Rose Marie
Nawrock

_ Friends and family: Chris
Cotter, Virginia Gerard,
Heather and Dick and Lil
Jennings 

Prayers of Intercession
_ Our mission partner

congregation: Lansing
Redeemer Lutheran Church

_ Those in military service:
Melody Baker, Jon Schoepf,
Adam Wright, and Lani
Yearicks.

_ Lutheran Social Services of
Michigan children who seek
adoption: Bianca, Phoenix,
Daeshawn, Aurelius,
Constantine, Tyee, Antonio,
Cornisha and Tyrone

Please contact the church office at
faith@faithlutheranokmeos.org or
349-0620 to update the prayer list.

The website for Prayer Ventures is
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Pr
ayer-Ventures Prayer Ventures is a
guide to daily prayer for the
ministries of the church produced by
ELCA Communication Services on
behalf of the whole church.

You can download Prayer Ventures
from the Web or copies are
available at church on the table
near the elevator.
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Faith Event Highlights for June/July
June Stewardship Emphasis: Lutheran Social Services of Michigan

Sunday June 14 9:30 a.m. Graduates recognized

Mon - Fri June 15-19 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Vacation Bible School

Monday June 15 7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting

July Stewardship Emphasis: Christian Education

Friday July 3  Church office closed

Wed - Sun July 15-19  ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit

Monday July 20 7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting with committee chairs

August Newsletter deadline

Sunday July 26 10:30 a.m. Quarterly congregational meeting

See the calendar in the newsletter or online at www.faithlutheranokemos.org for all the events!

Confirmation Completed

Four young people affirmed their
baptismal vows on Sunday,
May 3, 2015, having completed a
two-year catechetical instruction
by way of preparation. Those
affirming their baptismal vows
are: Kadin Bowers, Taylor
Cummings, Owen Dingledine,
and Samuel Kadrofske.

Confirmation Starting

Congratulations to the following
students who have completed
their three year Trinity program
and will now be moving into the
confirmation class: Brielle
Bowers, Anja Guenther, Aiden
Hanchett, Lauren Schultz, Dane
Webb, Drew Williams, and
Clayton Wenzel.

Cran-Hill Ranch Summer Camp

During the week of June 21 – June 26 several youth from
our church and their friends will be attending Cran-Hill
Ranch in Rodney, MI. Please keep Lauren Schultz,
Caroline Munson, Virginia Heft, Adelle Dingledine, and
Danielle Edington in your thoughts as they have fun and
celebrate their Christian faith!

ELCA National Gathering

Eight High School Youth and two Adults will be leaving
on July 15 to spend almost a week participating in the
2015 ELCA National Gathering in Detroit, Michigan.
Please keep Olivia
Fassezke, Julia
Markstrom, Michelle Smith,
Julianne Schrote, Erik
Schultz, Mark Luoma,
Ryan Nussdorfer, Elliot
Kadrofske, Melinda
Schultz, and Pastor Ellen
in your thoughts and
prayers that week!
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June Stewardship Emphasis: Lutheran

Social Services of Michigan

Each month this year has been designated by the
Stewardship Committee for a special cause. The
focus for the month of June will be Lutheran Social
Services of Michigan (LSSM), the social services arm
of the church for both lower Michigan synods.

This agency has 70 programs in 40 cities and is the
largest faith-based social service organization in the
state. Its ministry serves seniors, children and
families and people with disabilities as well as being
actively involved in refugee resettlement.

We will learn more about this remarkable agency at
9:30 a.m. on June 7 when Pastor Phil Hemke, Church
Relations for LSSM, brings real life stories and
events of happenings throughout the synod. Our
congregation is involved with making quilts that are
provided to refugees, with monetary gifts that send
children to Stony Lake Camp, with resettlement and
jobs for young refugees in transition. One of our FLC
members teaches art to young unaccompanied
minors as she aids with language and other needs.

Please do not miss this presentation to learn the
scope of this ministry in your name. LSSM's mission
statement is “Serving people as an expression of the
love of Christ” – a worthy calling indeed for each of
us. 

Sixty Plus or Minus Folks
(no minimum or maximum age)

Our next potluck lunch and program
is titled “Seeing Beauty in God's
World through Tom's Lens” This will
be on Wednesday, June 17, 2015,
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., in the
lower fellowship hall

Along with many Faith “snowbirds,”
Tom and Char Rasmussen are back
from their winter home in Florida, all
ready to share with us stories and
stunning photographs from their
recent adventures. (Tom sent some
samples - you won't be
disappointed!) Tom promises
coverage of summer camp for the
rich and famous at Camp Sagamor,
digital photography on an historic
ocean island, fall color and
waterfalls in the north country, and
some of the ever-popular Florida
bird photos.

Join us for lunch and a great
program! Invite your friends! Sign up
on the clipboard in the narthex.
 
Look ahead and save the date of
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 for our
July event. Let's enjoy an informal
lunch together at Coral Gables at
11:30 a.m. on July 15. Those
attending can then register their
opinions about a lunch gathering for
August - third Wednesday, the19th?
Alternate time? Coral Gables? New
and different venue??
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Our Graduates

The following students have graduated from High School or College this spring! Our
congratulations and best wishes for the future go out to them as they begin their new journeys.
If you have any additional graduations that we have missed, please call the church office
(349-0620) to let us know. Thanks!

Olivia Fassezke graduated from Mason High
School and will attend the University of
Michigan to pursue an Engineering degree.
At MHS, she was Valedictorian, a member of
the National Honor Society, Student Senate,
Young Life, JV Tennis (2 years), and Varsity
Tennis (2 years), and earned the Mason
Optimist Club Award. At Faith she attended
Youth Group, Mission Trips, 2 National Youth
Gatherings, multiple volunteer activities, and
was part of the Costa Rica crew.

Sera Heft graduated from Holt High School
and will be attending Central Michigan
University to pursue a degree in Music
Performance. At HHS, she was a member of
the wind ensemble/symphonic band (4
years), German Club (3 years), cross country
(2.5 years), pit band (2 years), marching
band (3 years), and participated in the solo &
ensemble (4 years). She received the
Marine Corps Sempre Fidales Award for
Musical Excellence and the Academic
Prestige Award Scholarship from CMU. At
Faith she taught Sunday School and VBS,
participated in multiple volunteer activities,
and was a member of the Flutes of Faith
and the Pastoral Call Committee.

Mark Luoma graduated from Okemos High
School and will attend the University of
Michigan to pursue a degree in Sport
Management. At OHS, he played Football (4
years), Hockey (4 Years), Baseball (4 years),
holding the position of Captain on the
Hockey and Baseball teams, and he was a
member of the National Honor Society. At
Faith he was active in Youth Group, multiple
bible studies, VBS, volunteer activities,
attended Mission Trips to Chicago and West
Virginia, and attended 2 National Youth
Gatherings.

Julia Markstrom graduated from Williamston
High School and will attend Grand Valley
State University to pursue a degree in
Human Resources. At WHS, she was a
member of the National Honor Society,
Business Professionals of America,
Volleyball (3 years), and Golf (1 year). She
received the Sunrise Rotary Club Student of
the Quarter and the Williamston High School
Yearbook Award. At Faith, she participated in
multiple bible studies, VBS, Mission Trip to
West Virginia, the National Gathering, and
other volunteer activities. 
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Ryan Nussdorfer graduated from Okemos
High School and will be attending Michigan
State University to pursue a degree in
Business. At OHS, he played JV Lacrosse (2
years), Cross Country (4 years), and Track
(2 years), and was a member of ACTION. He
is a member of Boy Scouts and achieved the
rank of Eagle Scout. At Faith he did VBS,
multiple bible studies, volunteer activities,
Youth Group, the Mission Trip to West
Virginia, and the National Gathering.

Michelle Smith graduated from Williamston
High School and will be attending Grand
Valley State University to pursue a degree in
Business. At WHS, she played Soccer (4
years), and was awarded the Outstanding
Senior Award, All District, and 2nd place at
BPA regionals. At Faith, she participated in
VBS, Youth Group, Retreats, and National
Gatherings. 

Briana Fassezke has graduated with honors
from Eastern Michigan University with a
Bachelor's degree in Dietetics. She was in
the Honors College and on the Dean's List.
She has been working at Growing Hope, a
local organization that fosters sustainable
and healthy eating habits. She will be
teaching in South Korea for a year before
beginning her professional career. 

Jacqui Schrote has graduated from James
Madison University in Harrisonburg, VA with
a B.S. in Health Services Administration. She
was a member of both the Health
Administration Student Association and the
American College of Healthcare Executives.
She is living in Richmond, VA and works as a
Financial Health Care Staff Consultant at
McBee Associates, Inc.

Katie Wright has graduated Magna Cum
Laude from Saginaw Valley State University
with a Bachelor of Business Administration
degree with a concentration in Marketing.
She is living in Cody, WY where she is
working for McCarty Ranching. 
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June Special DaysJune Special DaysJune Special DaysJune Special Days
JUNE MARRIAGE BAPTISM BIRTHDAY

1 HAREMSKI, NEIL & HEIDI HEILMAN, TAMMY BELANGER, BRUCE

2 WILLIAMS, T.J.

3 McCRACKEN, JOHN & GAYLE KAPP, MIKE

HIRT, DOUG & LINDA

4 KLEIMOLA, KEN

LILLROSE, DORIS

COYER, JIM

REWIAKO, MITCHELL

5

6 WHITMYER, KEN & KAREN SEPPALA, BOB

ADAMS, BLISSE

WRIGHT, KRIS

7 GUENTHER, BRENDAN & JENNIFER SCHROTE, JULIANNE WHITMYER, KAREN

8

9 DRESSEL, JONATHAN TOWL, HALEY

NUSSDORFER, JOSH

WEINGARTNER, RICH

10 KADROFSKE, MARK & GWYNNE CUMMINGS, TAYLOR

11 FASSEZKE, DAVE

12 SHORMAN, BOB & PHYLLIS AMBS, LEDITH RANSOM, BRIAN

BISARD, JAYME WAWRZYNSKI, JASPER

13 HALM, TOM & JEAN DURGA, JANIE

REWIAKO, PATRICK & CAROL

14 KLOSE, ANDREW

15

16 GUENTHER, BRENDAN

GUENTHER, ANJA

17 MIDGLEY, NATHAN ROSENTHAL, LAUREN

18

19

20 GOVORCHIN, PETER & ELLEN FRENGER, KATHRYN

FRENGER, BOBBY

21 BRINKMAN, BILL & HELEN AMBS, CHERYL TOWL, REGINA

DINGLEDINE, OWEN

22 JACKSON, RICK & MELISSA SHOWERS, DOUG

SANDEL, LUKE & KRISTIN KADROFSKE, SAM

BELONGA, KEITH & BETH DRENTH, WALT

23 BELANGER, BRUCE HIRT, LINDA

24 GERARD, LEE & LINDA CRUM, ELIZABETH

25 ZUZULA, ROB & MEGHAEN McCRACKEN, KELLY ESCHELBACH, MICHELLE

26 RICHARDSON, CARL & KATHY

27 LEWIS, CHRIS & JEAN SCHULTZ, ERIK DeGARMO, COLIN

HALVORSON, DALE & MAVIS

28 SCHULTZ, JEFF BREIER-HARTWICK, NIKKI

29 BEADERSTADT, RICK

JONES, RACHEL

30

DATE UNKNOWN

SHORT, DAWN

MAGYAR, HEIDI

FISCHER, DIANE
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July Special DaysJuly Special DaysJuly Special DaysJuly Special Days
JULY MARRIAGE BAPTISM BIRTHDAY

1 REWIAKO, CAROL

2 SCHROTE, JACOB MARKSTROM, JULIA

WENZEL, CLAYTON

3 FREDERICK, BRECKIN WILSON, BRYCE

RICHARDSON, EMILY

4 WILLIAMS, BILL & PAM

5 HAZEWINKEL, JOHN & MALATI LUOMA, CHRISTOPHER

KLOSE, KRISTEN

6 WHITMYER, KAREN GRISCHKE, HUNTER

7 LUOMA, BILL & MARGE WILSON, ANDREA

SMITH, JOSHUA

8 COTTER, PATRICK McPHAIL, JOHN

SEPPALA, KAY

9 MILNE, KEN & ELLEN BOOKER, PATRICE BURZYCH, KIM

COYER, JIM HALM, ERICA

10

11 BAKER, PAM HEILMAN, MADDIE

GERARD, LINDA

DINGLEDINE, NATALIE

BELONGA, TAYLOR

MIDGLEY, KIMBERLE

12

13 SEPPALA, BOB WEAVER, MARCE

14

15

16 SOLLENBERGER, LOIS

 KLEIMOLA, KEN

17

18 KROOS, LEE & MARY SEPPALA, KAY BREIER, ANDREW

WEBB, MATT & LORI WRIGHT, KRIS

MIDGLEY, ANDREW & KIMBERLE SANDEL, CARTER

19 DINGLEDINE, ADELLE

20 GUENTHER, BRENDAN

21

22 RUSCH, AMY

23 NUSSDORFER, KYLE McCRACKEN, GAYLE

24 KADROFSKE, CALVIN

25 WRIGHT, MARTIN & KRIS MAISNER, JENNIFER

WILLIAMS, BILL

MILNE, IAN

26

27 FASSEZKE, DAVE & SHELLEY KADROFSKE, GWYNNE

ZUZULA, ROB

28 KNOLL, SALLY ESCHELBACH, MIKE

COTTER, THOMAS

REWIAKO, MITCHELL

29 FLATLEY, JOHN & DIANE ADAMS, BLISSE GUENTHER, MAIA

DeGARMO, LOGAN

GRISCHKE, HANNAH

30 HEILMAN, WARREN & TAMMY HAZEWINKEL, HANNAH

31 CUNNINGHAM, RENATA

KROOS, MARY

DATE UNKNOWN

HOGAN, MARILYN

SHOWERS, KAY

HIRT, LINDA

WILSON, BRYCE
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Vacation Bible School

June 15 - 19; 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon


