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Touching through the Wall
It is easy for us to think that concerns about "impurity" are not our problem. We don't object to someone with a rash touching us, as long as we know it isn't contagious. We don't think of people as "unclean." We may be aware that some cultures have had such hang-ups. But we are modern and scientific, we understand what is and isn't catching, and we don't judge. Right?
Then we listen to those who have been violated, and we discover that even though they know they did nothing wrong, they still feel stained, polluted, dirtied, ruined. What's more, there are many ways that people convey to them that they see them as unclean, by suspecting them of somehow causing what happened, or by giving them a wide berth, or by pitying them.
In today's gospel, Jesus encounters two people who are culturally impure. According to the law, contact with the hemorrhaging woman would infect others with her impurity and make them unclean as well. The girl's death turns her into a corpse that will pollute anyone who touches it.
The desperate woman reaches out under the cover of the crowd to touch Jesus. When he seeks out the one who touched him, she fearfully expects his reprimand for having contaminated him. But he commends her for her daring initiative and publicly calls her "Daughter," aligning himself with her. The dead girl cannot reach out at all, but he takes her hand, ignoring the rule against touching a corpse, and calls her back to life.
When we are shamed and dirtied in others' eyes, Jesus will meet us, ignoring the wall between clean and unclean as if it weren't there. If we break through that wall first, he will welcome our audacity. If we are so trapped that we cannot make a move, he will break through that wall to call us into life and community.

Sunday, June 28, 2015

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION

A woman finds healing by touching Jesus' cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes her by the hand. In both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus' time the hemorrhaging woman was considered ritually unclean, polluting others by her touch, and anyone who touched a corpse also became unclean. In Mark's gospel Jesus breaks down barriers, from his first meal at a tax collector's house to his last breath on the cross as the temple curtain is torn in two. We dare to touch Jesus in our "uncleanness" and to live as a community that defines no one as an outsider.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Announcements and Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“Healer of Our Every Ill”



 arr. Jeffrey Honore
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.
Gathering
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who 

forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

C Amen

Prayer of Preparation

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 

your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 

our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

Confession

P Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. For self-centered living, and for 

failing to walk with humility and gentleness:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.

P For longing to have what is not ours, and 
for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.
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P For misuse of human relationships, and for 
unwillingness to see the image of God in others:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.

P For jealousies that divide families and nations, 
and for rivalries that create strife and warfare:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.

P For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, 
and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.

P For hurtful words that condemn, 
and for angry deeds that harm:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.

P For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, 
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace:

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.
Forgiveness

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim 
the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
-5-
Gathering Song
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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  Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A We pray to you, almighty God, in this time of conflict. 
You are our refuge and our strength, a very present help in 
time of trouble. Do not let us fail in the face of these events. Uphold us with your love, and give us the strength we need. 
Help us in our confusion, and guide our action. Heal the hurt, console the bereaved and afflicted, protect the innocent and helpless, and deliver any who are still in peril; for the sake 
of your great mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Lamentations 3:22–33
A A reading from Lamentations.

The book of Lamentations is one of our most important sources of information about 
the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 587 B.C. Though the people admit that 
God's judgment was just, today's reading declares a fervent trust that God will not 
leave them forever.
22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,


his mercies never come to an end;

  23they are new every morning;


great is your faithfulness.

  24"The LORD is my portion," says my soul,


"therefore I will hope in him."

  25The LORD is good to those who wait for him,


to the soul that seeks him.

  26It is good that one should wait quietly


for the salvation of the LORD.

  27It is good for one to bear


the yoke in youth,

-10-

  28to sit alone in silence


when the LORD has imposed it,

  29to put one's mouth to the dust


(there may yet be hope),

  30to give one's cheek to the smiter,


and be filled with insults.

  31For the LORD will not


reject forever.

  32Although he causes grief, he will have compassion


according to the abundance of his steadfast love;

  33for he does not willingly afflict


or grieve anyone.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7–15
A A reading from Second Corinthians.

Paul encourages the Corinthians to honor their commitment to participate in the collection his churches are organizing for the Christians in Jerusalem. He presents Jesus as an example of selfless stewardship and reminds them that Christians have received abundantly so that they can share abundantly.
7Now as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you — so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.


 8I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others.  9For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.  10And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something —  11now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it
-11-
according to your means.  12For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has — not according to what one does not have.  13I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between  14your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance.  15As it is written,


"The one who had much did not have too much,


and the one who had little did not have too little."
A The word of the Lord.    C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
[image: image6.png]0 u

[.dT

shall we go?

Lord, to whom

lu 1a.

Al - le

[ Q)

0 u

~—

You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

1a.

Al-le - lu




Gospel: Mark 5:21–43
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the fifth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
Jairus, a respected leader, begs Jesus to heal his daughter. A woman with a hemorrhage is ritually unclean, treated as an outcast in Jewish society. Both Jairus and the unnamed woman come to Jesus in faith, believing in his power to heal and bring life out of death.
21When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea.  22Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet  23and begged him repeatedly, "My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live."  24So he went with him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.  25Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years.  26She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse.  27She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak,  28for she said, "If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well."
29Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.  30Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, "Who touched my clothes?"  31And his disciples said to him, "You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, 'Who touched 
me?'"  32He looked all around to see who had done it.  33But the
woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth.  34He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease."


 35While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader's house to say, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?"  36But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, "Do not fear, only believe."  37He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.  38When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.  39When he had entered, he said to them, "Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping."  40And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was.  41He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha cum," which means, "Little girl, get up!"  42And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement.  43He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
-13-
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Sermon
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day
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APOSTLES’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.  Amen
Prayers of Intercession
A Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all of God's creation.

A O God, you made us in your own image and 
redeemed us through Jesus your Son. Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away 
the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts; 
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, 
work to accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, 
in your good time, every people and nation may serve 
you in harmony around your heavenly throne. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

-15-
A Holy One, you do not distance yourself from the pain of 
your people, but in Jesus you bear that pain with all who suffer 
at others’ hands. With your cleansing love bring healing and strength to the people of Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church of Charleston, S.C.; and by your justice, lift them up, 
that in body, mind and spirit, they may again rejoice. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Out of the darkness we cry to you, O God. Enable us to 
find in Christ the faith to trust your care even in the midst of 
pain. Assure us that we do not walk alone through the valley 
of the shadow, but that your light is leading us into life. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C  hear our prayer.

A O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, 
grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious 

and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where 
impossibilities close every door and window, grant 
imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists 
our thinking, grant healing and illumination. 

Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant 
soaring wings and strengthened dreams.
Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A For the families who grieve loss of loved ones who have been murdered in this senseless tragedy in Charleston, S.C., and we pray, rest eternal grant these saints, O God, as they now rest in you. We await the day when this world will know of your great Shalom and all your saints will be gathered with you.
Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen
-16-
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Faith Chorale                           “Travel On!”                          Callaway
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait 
upon you,and you open your hand in blessing.

Fill us with good things at your table, that we 
may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

C Amen
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way. In times of bitterness you did 
not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for 
all humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
P For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from 
this cup we proclaim the Lord's death until hecomes.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return to free 
all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

C Amen
P Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts 
of all who share this bread and cup with courage and 
wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

C Amen
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P Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs 
of every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

P Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen
Lord's Prayer

P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The assembly is seated

Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen
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WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing.  There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

Communion Song
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Music during communion:
Daniel Shafer, solo                     “Simple Song”                    Bernstein
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RsM, b. 1927, based on John 6

Music: I AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RsM
Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





              Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Wise and generous God, we thank you that at 
this holy table you have fed us again with the food 
of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek 
the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
P Almighty and merciful God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless, preserve, and keep you

this day and forevermore.

C Amen
-23-
Sending Song
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Dismissal
A Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Te Deum”




   Charpentier, arr. G. Kaluza
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23, ESV). Let us join in worshiping 

our faithful God.
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