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JUNE 28, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 to get updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE: TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

AUGUST NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: JULY 20TH

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Gretchen Bills in memory of her parents Ron and Norma Bracke..

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Lowell Barricklow, Dale and Mavis Halvorson, Susan Heft, 

    Ken Kleimola, John McPhail, Ellen Milne, Harry and Rose Marie Nawrock

( Friends and family—Chris Cotter, Virginia Gerard, Heather, 

    Dick and Lil Jennings

( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Melody Baker, Jon Schoepf, 

    Adam Wright and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Bianca, Phoenix, Daeshawn, Aurelius and Constantine.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include

Pastor Jacob Lehman and the congregation of Kalamazoo Trinity Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Week of June 14:



Year-to-date as of May 31:

General giving

$3,680.00
Income

$103,413.62

Loose cash

       85.00
Expenses
  114,321.17
Loose checks

     225.00
Net Income
$(10,907.55)

World Hunger

       60.00
Does not include the

Youth


       20.00
Transformation Fund budgeted

LSSM


       10.00
figures; $10,350 was transferred

Capital repairs

       15.00
from the Transformation Fund.

Flowers


       50.00


Total
$4,145.00

ADULT STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP  OPPORTUNITIES
<EVERYONE>

Each Tuesday

12:00pm Lunch lectionary study

Pastor Ellen invites you to join her at 12:00pm each Tuesday for a casual lunch and a preview of the upcoming Sunday’s lectionary (series of Scripture readings for worship). Drop in as often as you are able and feel free to bring your own brown bag or carry-out lunch.

Tuesday, June 30th
6:30pm Pub lectionary study

Pastor Ellen invites you to join her at Buddies Pub & Grill, 1937 West Grand River, Okemos for a preview of the upcoming Sunday’s lectionary.
_______________
<MEN>
Men’s study meets at 7:30am each Wednesday morning in the library. 
They use the week’s lectionary as the basis for their discussions.
_______________
<WOMEN>
The next women’s study will be at 2:00pm tomorrow the 29th. For discussion, we use the study series from the Women of the ELCA gather magazine.

JUNE STEWARDSHIP FOCUS—LSSM

Lutheran Social Services of Michigan
This month we highlight the work of Lutheran Social Services of Michigan. LSSM creates communities of service and it is the largest faith-based social service organization in the state. Through the work of LSSM, support is given to people in need, offering hope and compassion while upholding their dignity, advocating for equality and justice and seeking creative solutions.

A social ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), LSSM is not just for Lutherans. The church has been meeting people’s needs since the early 1900’s when a Lutheran” city missionary” arrived in Detroit to provide services to the poor. From the beginning, Lutheran Social Services has reached out to individuals regardless of their religion, race, ethnicity or national origin.

Campbell Soup Labels and Box Tops for Education:

ACTION for LSSM participates in two programs of collecting labels to provide items for KidZone, Special Education Ministries and Cross Lutheran School in Pigeon, Michigan.

The Campbell Soup Labels for Education credits ACTION for each usb point we send. In exchange for the points collected, we order items from Campbell’s catalog which are requested by KidZone of the Wayne County Family Center. Over the years KidZones have received art supplies, gym supplies, games, recordings and activity materials. 

Box Tops for Education gives 10¢ per box top coupon. Last year ACTION sent enough for Cross Lutheran to receive over $400.00 which they used to purchase items not covered in their budget.

Faith’s Wednesday morning ACTION stewardship group has a collection basket on the counter by the elevator to receive Campbell soup labels and Box Tops for Education coupons. If you have any questions about this program, please contact Ledith Ambs or Char Rasmussen.

ACTION

Activity Caring Time, talent and treasures Involvement in Others Needs

ACTION for LSSM is a volunteer ministry working towards fulfilling the special unbudgeted or emergency needs of people served by Lutheran Social Services of Michigan.
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LSSM’s mission statement is “Serving people as an expression of the love of Christ”—a worthy calling indeed for each of us.

A CHRISTMAS PRSENT TO THOSE IN NEED
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Today we are collecting quarters!





Our quarters will be given to the managers 




of the apartment complexes in our 





immediate neighborhood. This money will 




be provided as a gift to apartment residents 




to cover the cost of their laundry during the 




month of July. Some of the residents face 




numerable challenges. This is one small way 



in which we can do a form of ministry that will make a difference in people’s lives, a marked difference in our neighbor’s lives. The money that we collect today will be matched by designated funds from our congregation. So, drop quarters in the buckets so we can celebrate and live into the good news of Christmas, Christmas in July.

WORLD HUNGER OFFERING                                                              Today
Today we will receive our monthly offering to help fight world hunger.

The offering globe for this “special” offering is at the rear of the sanctuary.

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP GATHERING           This morning at 10:30am
Pastor Ellen is hosting a Social Justice Group Gathering after this morning’s worship service. We will discuss various ways in which we can better live into God’s dream of justice for the world, both locally and globally. Please bring your coffee and snack and join us!

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH


           God hears prayers
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“But truly God has listened; he has given





heed to the words of my prayers.” Psalm 66:19










Faith’s email prayer ministry exists to 




present praises and petitions of our Faith 




community before the Lord. We invite you 




to pray with us and to receive prayer.

Will you join us in praying for the Faith body? As we receive requests for prayers of intercession, we forward them via email. If you wish to be included on the Prayers of the Church email distribution list, please let Rita know—rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org or 349-0620.
RESPITE CAREGIVERS LIST
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       Respite Care: A Break for the Caregiver





We would like to develop a list of





people who can serve as respite





caregivers for Faith members who






are caring for family members. It






is important for caregivers to take






an occasional break. Please let






Pastor Ellen or Helen Johnson 





know if you can participate.
NEW MEMBER CLASS JULY 11TH 

AND 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY JULY 12TH
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Reception of new members will take place Sunday, July 12th. Please speak with Pastor Ellen if you are interested in joining our Faith family. In preparation for New Member Sunday, there will be a gathering for new members on Saturday, July 11th at 10:00 a.m.  Brunch will be served at 11:00 a.m.  Church Council members and Committee chairs are invited for brunch to welcome those joining our Faith community.

SIXTY PLUS/MINUS

SAVE THE DATE: WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
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Let’s enjoy an informal lunch together at Coral Gables at 11:30 a.m. on July 15.

Those attending can then register their opinions about a lunch gathering for— August 19? Alternate time? Coral Gables? New and different venue??

NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AT L&F IS JULY 19TH

There is now a Loaves and Fishes sign-up sheet posted on the hallway bulletin board. Faith is responsible for filling the two volunteer spots (from 6-10pm) on the third Sunday of each month.
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If you are interested or would like to know





more about what this involves, please talk





to Gretchen Bills or Tammy Heilman.





It’s very easy, and just a few hours of 




your time can make a difference for others.

ANNOUNCING SUMMER SINGING OPPORTUNITIES
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July 5th Summer Singers

All are invited to join us on July 5th to put a choir anthem together before church that morning. We will rehearse at 8:30am and sing during the 9:30am worship service. If you’re presently a choir singer or would like to come and check us out, here’s your chance to join us in making a joyful noise to the Lord!

July 26th Men’s Choir

We will rehearse on Wednesday evening July 22nd at 7:00pm

August 9th Women’s Choir
We will rehearse on Wednesday evening August 5th at 7:00pm

August 23rd Y’all Come Choir
Adults, youth, young, old and everything in between! 

We will rehearse that morning at 8:30am.

Special vocal or instrumental music

If you’re interested in doing special music this summer, please email Deb Borton-McDonough at lalaladyB@comcast.net!
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FAITH LUTHERAN MEMBERS 
AND 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL KIDS AND FAMILIES
YOU ARE AMAZING!!!!!

Thank you all for your donations 

to the LSSM project “Stock the Kitchen.”

We delivered seven full baskets of kitchen items and 

a monetary donation of $236.00 will be made to LSSM.

You are making a difference in your community by the outreach services you support and the care you show for others.

Please continue to keep LSSM and those who work so hard to provide the programs for those in need in your prayers.
Thank you. . .Caring Committee

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENT
ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING COLLECTIONS
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During our time at the National Youth Gathering, we would like to take diapers and paint to donate. If you are able to donate new diapers or leftover cans of latex paint that you have at home, office, shed, garage, etc.,  please place them in the north/west entryway. The partial cans of paint will be used during our Detroit work day. Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 

FLC CURRENT EVENTS
TODAY

World Hunger offering



Christmas in July quarters



  9:30am

WORSHIP



10:30am

Social Justice Group



12:00pm

Youth Group picnic at Lake Lansing

MON
06/29
  2:00pm

Women’s Bible study

TUES 
06/30
12:00pm

Lectionary and BYO Lunch



  6:30pm

Pub Bible study at Buddies

WED
07/01
  7:30am 
Men’s study in the library



  9:30am

Quilting and LSSM ACTION 





in the parish house

FRI
07/03
Church office closed

SUN
07/05
  8:30am

Summer Singers rehearse




Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
