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Adopted into the Trinity
We are children of God: the expression is so familiar as to lose its punch. Isn't everyone a child of God? Yes, absolutely, in the sense that God loves every single person with an infinite and abiding love. But today's readings use the idea of becoming a child of God in a different way. In baptism we become daughters and sons of God in such a way that we share in Jesus' own relationship as Son of God. We get to call God "Abba" as Jesus did; the Spirit who bears us is the wind that blows through our lives as it did through Jesus' life. (To follow today's gospel it helps to know that "spirit" and "wind" are the same word in Greek!)

Jesus uses the image of being born anew, born from above, born 

of the Spirit in the water of baptism. Paul uses the image of being adopted, as a Roman man might adopt a favored slave, giving the slave the status of son or daughter and legal heir. Birth and adoption are completely equivalent metaphors here, conveying 

the same truth that through the Spirit we are brought inside the 

life of the Trinity, made to share in Jesus' own relationship with 

the one who sent him. The Spirit gives birth to us, the Father adopts us, and we are children of God just as Jesus is God's Son. And just as Jesus was God's self-giving to the world, we as God's daughters and sons are given to the world because God so loves 

the world.

We who are baptized live a trinitarian life. The Spirit blows through you, and confidently cries "Abba!" in your voice, and 

you are sent as a sister or brother of Jesus to suffer with a world 

in pain and to be raised from every death by the power of the Spirit.
Sunday, May 31, 2015

The Holy Trinity

Holy Communion
Music Sunday
INTRODUCTION
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul's words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.
Announcements and Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
Sonata III, Andante Tranquillo


 Felix Mendelssohn
INTROIT

Faith Chorale                       “River in Judea”                       arr. Leavitt
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

The assembly stands
Gathering Song
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Greeting

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your 
glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, 
majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, 
defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
Isaiah 6:1–8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  3And one called to another and said:


"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;


the whole earth is full of his glory."

  4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke.  5And I said: "Woe is me! 
I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"


 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.  7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out."  8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!"

Congregational Song



    
“here I Am, Lord”
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Psalm 103
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Bless His Holy Name

Psalm 103
Johann Gramann, 1487-1541
Tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-78, alt. Mark Shepperd

Refrain: All
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Praise the Lord, O my soul; bless his ho - ly  name.
Verse  Forget him not whose meekness still bears with all your sin,
who heals your every weakness, renews your life within.
Refrain  All
Verse  He offers all his treasure of truth and righteousness,
his love beyond our measure, he pities our distress.
Refrain  All
Sung in canon; women begin, men enter one measure later.
Verse  For as a tender father pities his children here,
God in his arms will gather all those who him like children fear.
Refrain  All
Verse  In heaven is fixed his dwelling, his rule is over all;
you hosts with might excelling, with praise before him fall.
Refrain Al
Sung in canon; men begin, women enter one measure later.
Verse  Praise him forever reigning, all here who hear his word,
our life and all sustaining. My soul, oh, praise the Lord!
Refrain  All
Bless His Holy Name, by Mark Shepperd, ISBN 0-8006-7403-0
Copyright © 2001 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission is hereby granted for duplication of this page for congregational use,
but not sale, provided each copy carries this copyright notice.
ISBN 0-800k-7403-0
90000 Augsburg Fortress
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Reading: Romans 8:12–17
In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: 

the Spirit leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and sisters 

and brothers with Christ the son.
A A reading from Romans.

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, 
to live according to the flesh —  13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live.  14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!"  16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  
17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 3:1–17
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus' miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save.
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God."  3Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above."  4Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?"  5Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.'  8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."  9Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?"  10Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?


 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony.  12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.


 16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.


 17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated
Chancel Choir                     “Once Upon a Tree”                     Choplin
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song
Hymn of the Day
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Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTLES’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.  Amen
MUSIC RECOGNITION

-13-
Prayers of Intercession
A Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all of God's creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Receive these prayers, gracious God, 
and those prayers known only to you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Chancel Choir           “Lo, How a Rose/The Rose”          Hella Johnson
John Borton, Solo
-14-
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you,

and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things 
at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

C Amen
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the 
glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in 

majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever 
to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

-15-
Holy, Holy, Holy
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P Holy God,


our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,


in the harmonious world of your creation,


the plants and animals,


the seas and stars


were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,


you sent your Son to heal our ills


and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,


our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;


broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,


and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood,


shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
P Remembering, therefore,


his acts of healing,


his body given up,


and his victory over death,


we await that day when all the peoples of the earth


will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:


as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,


so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,


that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,


Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,


in your holy Church,


both now and forever.

C Amen
Lord's Prayer
P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."

The assembly is seated
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing.  There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

Communion Song
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Music during the communion:
Handbell duet, Rich Weingartner and Emily Richardson

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”



         arr. Wagner
Chancel Choir

“Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley/Nobody Knows 

  the Trouble I’ve Seen”



         arr. Everson
The assembly remains seated
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray.

Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy 

table you have fed us again with the food of everlasting 

life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our

neighbor and call others to your feast; through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Handbell Choir                     “Joy and Elation”                    Dobrinski
-19-
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
The assembly stands
Sending Song
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Text printed under ccli license 720217
Blessing

P Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless, preserve, and keep you this day and forevermore.

C Amen
The assembly is seated
POSTLUDE
Concerto No. 1, Allegro




J. S. Bach
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.

C Thanks be to God.

From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
We worship in the name of the Holy Trinity:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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