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The Gift of Faith
Pilate put the question of truth to Jesus, before sentencing him to death (John 18:38). The powerful Roman politician, at that point, didn't know which way was up and which was down. Was Jesus really truth to contend with, truth that in the end would reveal Pilate himself for all that he was? Or was the crowd screaming outside his palace right, that Jesus was no more than a would-be king who had, in fact, falsified the most basic of all truth by claiming the identity of God as his own?

The truth of the matter is, all of us, at some point or another, have to come to grips with Pilate's question. Who is Jesus? What is the truth in him, and of him? What does he mean to us, for us—and 

the world?

Left to ourselves, we might never stake our lives on or shape our living by any lasting conclusion. But our Lord has given us an astounding gift, that we might live out our faith in confidence, 

and bear witness to it in joy.

In the end, it is not our understanding, our effort, nor even our will, which brings us into the truth, into Christ. Finally, it is only the Spirit who calls, creates, and renews us in the way of faith, the 

life of love.

As this Spirit was poured out on the first disciples on the day of Pentecost, moving them to see, really for the first time, that Jesus was who he said he was—truth—we too have a Pentecost, our baptism. There, the Spirit first blazes to unstop our ears to hear truth, first blows to open our eyes to see it. And there, we are promised that the Spirit will not quit its stubborn work: not until, finally, we meet the truth, face-to-face.
Sunday, May 24, 2015

Day of Pentecost

Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION

On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through 
whom and in whom the people of God are created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes called the church's birthday, but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism. Ezekiel's vision shows the Spirit resurrecting and re-creating not just individuals but a whole people. Romans makes it clear that God is in the process of 
re-creating the entire cosmos; yet the Spirit is also at work in 
the most intimate and personal way, praying in us "with sighs 
too deep for words" when we do not know how to pray.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“Holy Spirit Truth Divine”


        arr. Michael Burkhardt
WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Announcements and Prayer Requests

A Note Regarding Today’s Worship Service

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” Acts 2:4

When we hear this verse in today’s reading from Acts we, too, will hear other languages spoken. As we remember and celebrate the birth of the church, we honor the diversity within the church and the message that the gospel good news is for the sake of the whole world. We will also hear various languages as together we pray Prayers of Intercession for the world, the church, this community and our life together. Languages heard in today’s service include Sanskrit, German, Spanish and Norwegian. This is only a sampling of the many languages that give expression to the gospel in and around the world.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who calls us beloved children,

who gathers us into one flock,

who guides us into all truth.

C Amen
P Let us confess our sins,

trusting that God will forgive us

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection
P Faithful and just God,

C we confess that we are captive to doubt and 
fear, bound by the ways that lead to death.
We have not loved our sisters and brothers
as you have first loved us.
Forgive us, God of mercy.
Let your Holy Spirit work in us to 
change our lives and make us new,
that we may know the abundant life
given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen
P In this is love, not that we loved God but that God 
loved us and sent the Son to atone for our sins. In the 
name of + Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your sins 
are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, 

fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others.

C Amen
-5-
Gathering Song
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    text printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Greeting

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray.

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, 
and your Spirit brings truth to the world. 
Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, 
and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
-8-

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Acts 2:1–21
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out 
upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures 
had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to 
God's activity in multiple languages.
A A reading from Acts.

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.


 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  7Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  11Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power."  12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"  13But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."
-9-


 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning.  16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:


 17'In the last days it will be, God declares,


that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,


and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,


and your young men shall see visions,


and your old men shall dream dreams.

  18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,


in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.
  19And I will show portents in the heaven above


and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

  20The sun shall be turned to darkness


and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.

  21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
-10-
Psalm: Psalm 104:24–34, 35b
Refrain: Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)
First – Choir sings refrain

Second – Choir and congregation sing refrain together 
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Psalm tone:
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24How manifold are your | works, O LORD!


In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.

25Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
with its swarms too man- | y to number,

living things both | small and great.

26There go the ships | to and fro,


and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it.

27All of them | look to you

to give them their food | in due season. 
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28You give it to them; they | gather it;


you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things.

29When you hide your face, | they are terrified;

when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust.

-11-

30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created;


and so you renew the face | of the earth.

31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever;

O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.   
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32You look at the earth | and it trembles;


you touch the mountains | and they smoke.

33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live;

I will praise my God while I | have my being.

34May these words of | mine please God.


I will rejoice | in the LORD.

35bBless the LORD, | O my soul.

Hal- | lelujah!
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Second Reading: Romans 8:22–27
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit 
of eternal life so that we await God's future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit 
also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to God.
A A reading from Romans.

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;  23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

-12-


 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15
P The holy gospel according to St. John..

C Glory to you, O Lord.
When speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus referred 
to the Holy Spirit as "the Helper" and described the difference 
the Spirit would make in their lives and in the world.
Chapter 15
26When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.  27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

Chapter 16
4b"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.  5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?'  6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment:  9about sin, because they do not believe in me;  10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer;  11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.


 12I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
Hymn of the Day
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         text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
NICENE Creed
C We believe in one God,
     the Father, the Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth,
     of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
     the only Son of God,
     eternally begotten of the Father,
     God from God, Light from Light,
     true God from true God,
     begotten, not made,
     of one Being with the Father;
     through him all things were made.
     For us and for our salvation
          he came down from heaven,
          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
          and became truly human.
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
          he suffered death and was buried.
          On the third day he rose again
          in accordance with the scriptures;
          he ascended into heaven
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the    

         dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
     who has spoken through the prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
          and the life of the world to come.  Amen
-16-
Congregational Song
“Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”
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Prayers of Intercession
A Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all of God's creation.

Sanskrit
A For the church as it receives your Holy Spirit 
and shares its hope in Christ. For advocates of truth 
and forgiveness and for perseverance in prayer. 
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
German
A For the creation as life takes root and grows. 
For the earth and all planets, for the sun, moon, and stars, 
for the natural wonders in, among, and beyond us. 
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
Spanish
A For the nations as they seek guidance. For government 
and tribal leaders, for international organizations, for 
translators and interpreters, for prophets and peacemakers. 
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
German
A For those who suffer as they long for healing.  For those 
who are lonely or forgotten, for those who are ill. For veterans, military personnel, and those who advocate on their behalf. 
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
-17-
Sanskrit
A For this worshiping community: For acolytes and ushers, readers and intercessors, musicians and artists, for all ministries 
of hospitality, and for those who cannot be with us this day. 
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
Spanish
A We remember saints led by your Spirit. Open our eyes to 
your work in the world and inspire hope for the world to come. 
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
P Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those 
prayers known only to you. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Chancel Choir            “Spirit of God, Abide with Me”           arr. Kern
-18-
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.

Day by day you shower us with blessings.

As you have raised us to new life in Christ,

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 
praise you and to respond to those in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling 
the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your 
Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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THANKSGIVING
P Holy God,


Breath of life and Fire of love:


with a mighty wind you brought creation into being,


and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom.

We praise you for the gift of your Son,


who poured out your Spirit on his 

disciples of every race and nation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,


our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;


broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,


and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood,


shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,


his death, resurrection,


and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,


we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth.

Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal:


anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, 

and love, that, with thankful hearts,


we may be witnesses to your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,


Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,


in your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen
Lord's Prayer

P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P Jesus said, "I am the true vine.

Abide in me as I abide in you."

The assembly is seated
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table. Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups. In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

Communion Song
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Congregational Song
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Text and music: John Wimber
Text and music © 1979 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services




      Text and music printed under CCLI license 720217
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The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us

with the bread of heaven and the wine of love, Jesus our 
risen Savior. As you send us into the world, guard us 
from the power of evil, keep us in unity with all your 
people, and by your Spirit move us to testify to your 
grace in our words and actions; through Christ our Lord.

C Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from 
death, lift you up and restore you to wholeness.

C Amen

P Jesus Christ, the Word of life, bless you 
and send you to be his witnesses.

C Amen

P God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth,

refresh you in the gift of baptism this day and always.

C Amen
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Sending Song
“Shine, Jesus, Shine”





    #671
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia.

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia.
POST-SERVICE MUSIC

“Shine, Jesus, Shine”




       arr. Jerry Ray
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Today we celebrate Pentecost—when the Holy Spirit blew and blazed, spoke in many languages and created the church. Welcome—not to church but as the church!
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