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The True Shepherd's Power
What makes the difference between a good shepherd and a hired hand? Why does the good shepherd risk his or her life for the sheep, while the hired hard sees the wolf coming and runs away? The hired hand may be doing it for the money, but it is a job, a livelihood for the shepherd, too. The difference Jesus points to here is in the relationship between the person and the sheep. The shepherd truly cares, the hired hand does not. The shepherd owns the flock; this is not just a matter of assets, but of belonging. They belong to the shepherd, and the shepherd belongs to them. "I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father" (John 10:14-15). The life-giving mutual relation between the good shepherd and the sheep is the very same life-giving mutual relation that exists between Jesus and the Father. When we are drawn through baptism into that life-giving mutual relation of the love inside the Trinity we also share that with each other. That's what the first letter of John is all about. "We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another" (1 John 3:16). Martin Luther said we are "little Christ’s" to one another; so we are good shepherds, as well.

Happily, we can be good shepherds even within roles where we 

are "hired hands," paid to care for others. There are foster parents, therapists, healthcare professionals, and home health aides who will not run away when the going gets tough. Just as there are parents who behave as unreliable hired hands or even wolves, 

there are foster parents who are good shepherds. What makes the difference is the connection between caregiver and cared for, the life-giving mutual relation. Wherever such love is, there God is found.

Sunday, April 26, 2015

Fourth Sunday of Easter

INTRODUCTION
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need.
If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“Pastorale”





          Dale Wood
WELCOME

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

P He is Risen!    

C He is Risen indeed! Hallelujah!

Announcements and Prayer Requests

10:45 a.m.  Bell Introit      “It Is Well with My Soul”      arr. Burroughs

Gwynne Kadrofske, flute
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who calls us beloved children,

who gathers us into one flock,

who guides us into all truth.

C Amen
P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will 

forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection
P Faithful and just God,

C we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound 

by the ways that lead to death. We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives 

and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given 

in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen
P In this is love, not that we loved God but that 

God loved us and sent the Son to atone for our sins.

In the name of + Jesus Christ, I announce to you 

that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of 

God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you 

to live for others.

C Amen
-4-
Gathering Song
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680
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Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and forever.    C Amen
The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Acts 4:5–12
A A reading from Acts.

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today's reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he is able to proclaim salvation in Jesus' name to the religious authorities.
5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem,  6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.  7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?"  8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders,  9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed,  10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.  11This Jesus is


'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;


it has become the cornerstone.'

  12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
-9-
Congregational Song
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23

Music: SHEPHERD ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




(
-10-
[image: image7.png]Shepherd Me, O God

Refrain
n | All
AT —— e e B B
Shep- herd me, O God, be - yond my wants, be-yond my fears, from
| to stanzas 1,2, 3,5 || to stanza 4 |
0 1. .
J (DL I ] I N I N
L I I X 4 I X 4
- P - = S - S
J
death in - to life. life.
n | Leader or All
AL e . e a
o r—F—F a
e = - —
1 God is my shep-herd, so  noth-ing shall 1 want, I
2 Gent - ly you raise me and heal my wea -ry soul, you
3 Though I should wan - der the val - ley of death, I
[
Yy DL y N I ! T y
T e e - e s e | h
Y ® — — hd hd ® LI o
rest in the mead-ows of faith - ful - ness and love, I
lead me by path-ways of righ - teous-ness and truth, my
fear no e - vil, for you are at my side, your
n | Refrain
7 e p— ! | . . 3
P | | ! I ! 4
P ] .| ] S
I huad r 1/] o & [ Q) -
J I | |' |
walk by the qui - et wa - ters of peace.
spir - it shall sing the mu - sic of your name.
rod and your staff, my com -fort and my hope.
0 | Leader or All
DA N P o — a— 3 ! |
A S—  —_ - — |  S——
| = rY
A\ \av | | I — & —
J — [— [S—
4 You have set me a ban-quet of love in the face of
o Refrain
Q o — . N | — . i — i I i
4V L — y — | ! — | | |
 { g Y~ m— S — —" o= 7 o
7 * o- ¢ ©
ha-tred, crown-ing me with love be-yond my pow’r to hold.
0 | Leader or All
| e —— —F— ———
q — b i- L — - d_i—r—ﬁ:%:
5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me all the days of my life;
0 1 .
b A . — — . - .
7 [P ! | | ! - ! —
w | .- — -
I will dwell in the house of my God for-ev - er - more.
Final refrain
0 | All
AT — ) | i
Shep-herd me, O  God, be - yond my wants, be -
[ |
Yy DL T y N I I y
Gobe ) T — :
7 ] hd ¥ e hd (2 O
yond my fears, from death in - to life.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23

Music: SHEPHERD ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
-11-
Second Reading: 1 John 3:16–24
A A reading from First John.

Jesus' death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God's commandments.
16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.  17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?


 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him  20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.  21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;  22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.


 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

A The word of the Lord.    C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 10:11–18
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.
11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,  15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father."

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSGE

Sermon
-13-
Hymn of the Day
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868
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NICENE Creed
C We believe in one God,
     the Father, the Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth,
     of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
     the only Son of God,
     eternally begotten of the Father,
     God from God, Light from Light,
     true God from true God,
     begotten, not made,
     of one Being with the Father;
     through him all things were made.
     For us and for our salvation
          he came down from heaven,
          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
          and became truly human.
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
          he suffered death and was buried.
          On the third day he rose again
          in accordance with the scriptures;
          he ascended into heaven
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the     

          dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
     who has spoken through the prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
          and the life of the world to come.  Amen
-15-
Prayers of Intercession
A Confident that the resurrection of Christ has 

defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for 

the church, the world, and all people in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A . . .let us pray.

C Have mercy, O God.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, 
you have granted new life, abundant renewal, and salvation. 
Hear our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

  8:15 a.m.  Bell Choir       “It Is Well with My Soul”      arr. Burroughs

Gwynne Kadrofske, flute
10:45 a.m.  Chancel Choir              “Gentle Shepherd”             Dresie
-16-
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.

Day by day you shower us with blessings.

As you have raised us to new life in Christ,

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 
praise you and to respond to those in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Lord's Prayer
P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death, lift you up and restore you to wholeness.    C Amen
P Jesus Christ, the Word of life, bless you and send you to be 

his witnesses.    C Amen
P God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh 

you in the gift of baptism this day and always.    C Amen
Sending Song
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.

Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868




Dismissal

A Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

POST-SERVICE MUSIC

“And the Lord with the Sound of the Trumpet”
   Andrew Fletcher
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Welcome, friends, as we worship in the name of God the Father, Jesus our Good Shepherd and the Holy Spirit, our guide through life. Amen
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