ANNOUNCEMENTS

[image: image17.jpg]Get %.
toOKn.!'l) I

Pastor




APRIL 26, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 to get updates
THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS IS TUESDAY.

JUNE/JULY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: MAY 18

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS         
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the Schultz family in celebration of Eric’s 16th birthday.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

Members—Susan Heft, Ken Kleimola, John McPhail, 

Ellen Milne and Rose Marie Nawrock

Friends and family—Chris Cotter, Heather, Krista Finazzo, 

and Dick and Lil Jennings

Our mission  partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

Those in military service(Adam Wright and Lani Yearicks
Coming in May—To our prayer list, we will be adding the names of children and young adults in the Lutheran Social Services of Michigan adoption program who need placement, have aged out and/or are in need of continued assistance in their young lives.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please remember 

Pastor Amy Luckey and the congregation of Grace Lutheran Church in Hastings in your daily prayers of intercession this week. Also lift up in prayer Diaconal Minister Kathy Bonn of Saginaw Covenant HealthCare.
FINANCIAL UPDATE
--not available--
ADULT STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
<EVERYONE>
Reminder from Pastor Ellen:

The “Spiritual But Not Religious” study series is concluding. 
The last three Sundays are May 3rd, May 10th and May 17th at 9:30am 
You are invited to join the conversation!
_______________

<EVERYONE>

Lectionary Tuesdays and Lunch

Pastor Ellen invites you to join her at 12:00pm each Tuesday for a casual lunch and a preview of the following Sunday’s lectionary (series of Scripture readings for worship). Drop in as often as you are able and feel free to bring your own brown bag or carry-out lunch.

_______________
<MEN>
Men’s study meets at 7:30am each Wednesday morning in the library. 
They use the week’s lectionary as the basis for their discussions.
_______________
<WOMEN>
The next women’s study is scheduled for Monday, April 27th at 1:30pm in the library. For discussion, they use a series from the Women of the ELCA gather magazine. Ladies, please join us!
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Commit intentionally means making a statement about 

your intent and following through. As members in the body of Christ, we are asked to make a commitment of our time, talents and resources as a faithful response to God and as 

a statement of support for God’s work.
“. . .arrange in advance for this bountiful 

gift that you have promised.”

2 Corinthians 9:5
APRIL STEWARDSHIP FOCUS—ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN
This month we have been learning about the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Today you have been given a special Malaria Campaign envelope, and we invite you to make a contribution to this worthy cause.
World Malaria Day 2015

[image: image1.wmf]Help make malaria history. 

Every year, millions of people around 
the globe observe World Malaria Day 
on  April 25. The ELCA Malaria 
Campaign is again turning this day 
into a special week, inviting

congregations to participate today, 
Sunday, April 26. 

With our gift today, we can be a part 
of making malaria history. Five years 
ago the ELCA established a goal, dreamed big with Lutheran companion churches and partners, and set out to raise $15 million by 2015. We can be a part of making that dream a reality – today.

By working together, we have seen great success. Lutheran malaria programs stretch into 13 African countries and have impacted more than 2 million people with efforts to prevent and treat malaria. 
Thanks to your faithful support, we have already raised over 90 percent of the $15 million goal and we are nearing the fulfillment of our commitments to several programs. But five countries still depend on your support. The time is now. Join our Lutheran companion churches and partners to fully fund our commitments to the rest of these programs and reach our goal for the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Be a part of history with a gift that helps create a future free from malaria.
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Last Sunday our church participated in Compassion Sunday. This national event helps us grow in our understanding of God’s very special love for the poor. It’s also an opportunity for each of us to intervene in the life of at least one child in poverty. For your consideration, packets for individual children in need of sponsorship will remain in the narthex through next Sunday. For more information about Compassion International, please contact Brendan Guenther 282-3512 or brendan@guenther.ws or visit compassionsunday.com.
COMING IN MAY: STOCK THE KITCHEN FOR LSSM
Young adults, families and refugees beginning a new life are in need of the supplies to help them successfully achieve this goal. Please help them by participating in our STOCK THE KITCHEN DRIVE. We are coordinating this service project with the support of our Vacation Bible School program in June. They will also be asked to bring items to stock the kitchen during the week-long VBS program. Items needed—Cooking utensils, wooden spoons, measuring spoons, spatulas, hot pads, oven mitts, measuring cups, mixing bowls, small baking dishes, cookie sheets, muffin pans, dish towels, and anything else that you can think of that is used in the kitchen. These items can be new or gently used.
8:00am-12:00pm
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The Youth will happily wash your cars 
on Sunday, May 3rd during the worship services!
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY: SIP ‘N STITCH               May 8th, 6-9pm


Do you crochet, knit, embroider, cross stitch, latch hook,



needlepoint, etc? If you do any of these listed or some




other activity that involves some type of fiber




arts, we would like to invite you to Faith to sit



and relax with friends while crafting your creations.



There will be coffee and teas offered, but if you would



like to bring some other beverages, please feel welcome

to do so on that evening. Here are the scheduled dates so far—May 8th 

6-9:00pm, June 4th 6:-9:00pm, July 22nd 6-9:00pm and August 14th 6-9:00pm.

SYNOD ASSEMBLY OFFERING


            May 10th
We will be collecting a special offering on Sunday, May 10, to be presented at Synod Assembly. All congregations in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod are being asked to collect a special offering which has been designated to support the ELCA Campaign for Disabilities and Lutheran Disaster Response. Your congregational representatives, Rich Weingartner and Emily Richardson, will present this offering on your behalf at Synod Assembly. 
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WORSHIP AT THE WILLOWS!

Beginning May 10th , we will be facilitating a monthly worship service at The Willows at Okemos, 4830 Central Park Drive. This service will be taking place on the second Sunday of each month at 4:00pm. Anyone from the congregation is invited to come and participate as we worship with The Willows residents.

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP GATHERING

On Sunday, May 31, Pastor Ellen will be hosting a Social Justice Group Gathering after the morning worship service. We will discuss various ways in which we can better live into God’s dream of justice for the world, both locally and globally.

MAY 15 AND 16—FAITH GARAGE SALE!
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Please . . .we need your items!!!!!!





The Youth are heading up a Faith garage 




sale to help with their National Youth 




Gathering trip. We would appreciate 




donations to this event, so this is a perfect





time to go through your basements, attics, 




crawl spaces and any other storage spaces 




that may need purging. We are collecting





items through May 14th. Thank you so 




much for your continued support.

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 12:00 NOON
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The Faith family spring picnic will be held outside under the tent on Sunday, May 17th.  Membership development will provide brats, hot dogs and beverages; Parish Education will provide ice cream. Look for the sign-up sheet on the narthex counter to provide side dishes. 
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SIXTY PLUS/MINUS  WEDNESDAY  MAY 20  11:30 A.M.
GETTING TO KNOW PASTOR ELLEN

Sixty Plus/Minus has a special guest for their

May 20th meeting and brown bag lunch. 

That person is known to us as Pastor Ellen.
You may not have had opportunities to learn about

her interesting life. She has stories to tell about her

earlier career and previous positions, about her

family, how growing up in Muskegon as a PK (pastor’s kid) shaped her life.

She especially wants to share with us her commitment to ONE, an international advocacy program that has led to changes and improved life for many countries on the African continent.

Please put 11:30 Wednesday, May 20 into your calendar, bring your luscious lunch—and a friend. Beverages and desserts will be provided and will make a delicious ending to a fun lunch with your Faith friends! Be sure to sign up on the clipboard on the narthex counter. See you there!
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH NIGHT AT THE LANSING LUGNUTS!!
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SAVE THE DATE—SATURDAY, JUNE 20TH, 7:05PM





Christian Family Night!  Fireworks!




Lansing Lugnuts vs. Great Lakes Loons.




Doesn’t get any nuttier than that.





Peanuts, popcorn, baseball and lots





of fun with Faith friends!!.




Ticket order forms are in the gathering area. 



Deadline to sign up is May 18th.



You don’t want to miss this event!

MAY 20TH     7:00 P.M.

FILMS OF FAITH MOVIE NIGHTS
Note the change of date

Please RSVP in the fellowship area if you will attend
the May 20th showing of “Unconditional.”
[image: image15.emf]In the last few years, there have been a growing number of faith-based films produced and released, so we are seizing the opportunity to view and discuss several of these movies.. Come for all of the movies or just to the titles that interest you. Here is the schedule—May 20th “Unconditional” at the Schultz residence,  June 12th “Grace Card,” 
July 10th “God’s Not Dead,” August 21st “Facing the Giants,” September 11th “Grace Unplugged.” The last movie will lead us into a six-week book discussion starting on Rally Sunday, September 13th during the 9:30am Sunday School hour.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS





    VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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Decorations Prep Day

         

Saturday, May 30th, 9:00am-3:00pm
Our VBS week is June15-19 from 9am-12pm. Please 

join Parish Education as we create Everest and all of 

our Bible Buddies, etc. The following items would be 

helpful to have: Large plastic drop cloths, heavy-duty 

Shop Vac, heat-resistant work gloves, stir sticks, paint

 pans, small roller brushes, 4” chip brushes, duct tape, claw hammers, bags of fiberfill stuffing, 2.5” nails and Valspar Paint Interior Flat in the following colors—Ultra White (1 qt.), Dark Kettle Black (1 qt.), Ice Sculpture (1 qt.) and Filoli Morning Glory (1 qt.). If you have any questions, please let Melinda know.

Christian Education and Youth announcements cont’d

YOUTH GROUP
Game Night and Mandatory Gathering Meeting               April 30, 6-9:00pm

Bring your favorite group game for a great evening of fun and important decision-making regarding our time at the Gathering.
8:00am-12:00pm
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The Youth will happily wash your cars 
on Sunday, May 3rd during the worship services!
_______________
PLEASE

. . .We need your items for the Faith Garage Sale

coming on MAY 15th AND 16th. . .
The Youth are heading up a Faith Garage Sale to help with their National Gathering trip. We would appreciate donations to this event, so this is a perfect time to go through your basements, attics, crawl spaces and any other storage spaces that may need purging. We are collecting items through May 14th. Thank you so much for your continued support.
FLC CURRENT EVENTS CALENDAR

TODAY
World Hunger offering



World Malaria Day observed



9:30am

Quarterly congregational meeting

MON
04/27
  1:30pm

Women’s study
  

TUES 
04/28
12:00pm

Lectionary study—BYO lunch





Worship folder announcements deadline



  6:30pm

Evangelism/Outreach Committee meeting
WED
04/29
  7:30am 
Men’s study in the library



  9:30am

Quilting and LSSM ACTION 





in the parish house



  6:00pm

Trinity and Confirmation



  6:30pm

Bell Choir in the music room



  7:30pm

Chancel Choir in the sanctuary

THURS 04/30
  6:30pm

Faith Chorale



  6:00pm

Youth Group mandatory National Gathering 



meeting and game night


SUN
05/03
Youth Group car wash fundraiser



10:45am

Confirmation



12:00pm

Worship Committee meeting


COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS SCHOLARSHIPS

Application deadline May 1st

The Greater Lansing Chapter offers scholarships in two categories to encourage area musicians to initiate or continue study of the organ in the context of sacred music. Successful applicants must study with a current member of the Guild.

Information and application have been posted on the community bulletin board in the hallway across from the coat racks. Applications must be received by Friday, May 1st.

MID-MICHIGAN ALL-DAY SHAPENOTE SINGING

Saturday, May 9, 9:30-3:00pm

Here at Faith

All are welcome—Beginners, experienced singers and listeners. No singing experience required; learn as you go. No admission fee; a free-will offering will be taken to cover expenses. Books available for borrow or purchase. Hosted by Mid-Michigan Shape Note Singers. Registration begins at 9am. Potluck lunch.
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Faith’s email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org
