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4515 Dobie Road

Okemos MI 48864-2203 

517-349-0620

Website: www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Email: faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Fever-Cure News Goes Viral
Social media has given us a whole new feel for the chain reaction. It's not that one thing leads to another, but that one thing leads to dozens and hundreds of others. Today's gospel lets us glimpse 
such a chain reaction in just eleven verses.

Following Jesus' baptism the story has unfolded with urgency: "immediately" two pairs of brothers have left nets and family networks to follow. "At once" after a synagogue service his 
fame has spread.

Today Jesus goes straight from that sabbath service to Simon and Andrew's house, where "at once" they find Simon's mother-in-law in bed with a fever. Without antibiotics or vaccine, the first woman mentioned in Mark's gospel is in danger of death. Jesus takes her by the hand—as he will Jairus' daughter—and lifts her up. This 
is the language of baptism and resurrection. Instantly she rises 
into diakonia—service.

 The scale of their work takes quantum leaps, from one person to the whole city to the entire region. No sooner has the sun set than the town with all its needs is at their doorstep. Before dawn breaks "everyone" is searching for Jesus, who lets himself be found. This is why he has come: to proclaim the message, heal and cast out demons—to establish authority over hopelessness, evil and death. Jesus and his followers travel outward.

The ministry of Jesus has gone viral—or the overwhelming need for it has become apparent—overnight. What part of the story gets our attention? Is it the numbers and the speed? The astonishing membership statistics? By comparison we can only feel small 
and slow.

Or is it the starting point: a handful of people, and the quality 
of their encounters? God values each person, each home, each sickbed, each assembly. One by one Jesus takes us by the hand, raising us out of death into life, baptizing us into resurrection. 
In the beginning shines the whole of the promise.

Sunday, February 8, 2015

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah it is the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars—it is that God who strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus' healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting 
up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon's mother-in-law, we are lifted up to health and diakonia. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.
If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“Spirit Song”





arr. Ron Schmoltze
WELCOME, Announcements, PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pass the attendance register

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who spoke light into creation,

who calls us to listen and follow,

who sends us to shine like stars.

C Amen

P Let us come before God, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection

P Holy and merciful God,

C we confess that we have sinned against 

our sisters and brothers and against you. 

We cherish the values of this world. 

We cause others to stumble. 

The earth is wounded by our excess. 

Have mercy, O God. Forgive us, renew 

us, and raise us up on eagles’ wings, 

that we may do your will with courage 

and delight. Amen

P Hear the voice from heaven:

“You are my own, my beloved.”

God gives power to the weary 

and strengthens the powerless.

Be cleansed, be healed, for in the

name of +Jesus Christ, I declare to 

you the forgiveness of your sins 

and the revealing of God’s reign.

C Amen
-4-
Gathering Song
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Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
-5-
HYMN of Praise
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Text: Dean Krippaechne

Music: LORD, MY STRENGTH, Dean Krippaehne

Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray.

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power 
to the faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, 
that your good news may be made known to the ends of 
your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
First Reading: Isaiah 40:21–31
A A reading from Isaiah.

The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are weary.
21Have you not known? Have you not heard?


Has it not been told you from the beginning?


Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?

  22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,


and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;


who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,


and spreads them like a tent to live in;

  23who brings princes to naught,


and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

  24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,


scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,


when he blows upon them, and they wither,


and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

-7-

  25To whom then will you compare me,


or who is my equal? says the Holy One.

  26Lift up your eyes on high and see:


Who created these?


He who brings out their host and numbers them,


calling them all by name;


because he is great in strength,


mighty in power,


not one is missing.

  27Why do you say, O Jacob,


and speak, O Israel,


"My way is hidden from the LORD,


and my right is disregarded by my God"?

  28Have you not known? Have you not heard?


The LORD is the everlasting God,


the Creator of the ends of the earth.


He does not faint or grow weary;


his understanding is unsearchable.

  29He gives power to the faint,


and strengthens the powerless.

  30Even youths will faint and be weary,


and the young will fall exhausted;

  31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 


they shall mount up with wings like eagles,


they shall run and not be weary,


they shall walk and not faint.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
-8-
Psalm: Psalm 147:1–11, 20c
Read responsively
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God!


How pleasant it is to honor God with praise!
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem,

and gathers the exiles of Israel.

3The LORD heals the brokenhearted


and binds up their wounds.

4The LORD counts the number of the stars

and calls them all by their names.

5Great is our LORD and mighty in power;


there is no limit to God's wisdom.

6The LORD lifts up the lowly,

but casts the wicked to the ground.

7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;


make music upon the harp to our God,

8who covers the heavens with clouds

and prepares rain for the earth, 

making grass to grow upon the mountains.

9God provides food for the cattle


and for the young ravens when they cry.

10God is not impressed by the might of a horse,

and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner,
11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD,


in those who await God's steadfast love.20c Hallelujah!

-9-
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16–23
A A reading from first Corinthians.

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of Paul's ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!  17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.  18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.


 19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of them.  20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law.  21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law.  22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some.  23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
-10-

10:45 a.m.  Faith Chorale         “On Eagles’ Wings”         arr. Ferguson

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Mark 1:29–39
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he heals them and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.
29As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.  30Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once.  31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

-11-


 32That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons.  33And the whole city was gathered around the door.  34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.


 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.  36And Simon and his companions hunted for him.  37When they found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you."  38He answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do."  39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
10:45 a.m.  Sunday School kids

       “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

                 Trad.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the sermon
-12-
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day




    #310
[image: image5.png]Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

nu.l-lij —
R T

.

1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise,
2 Man -1 - fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su-preme;
3 Man -1 - fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;

4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,

Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;

pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;

TN A

PﬁFﬁ*J

;
I

)

|
&
L

L, EEE

man -1 - fest-ed by the star
and at Ca-na wed - ding guest
man -1 - fest 1in val - iant fight,
grace to 1m - 1 - tate thee now

o

S

to the sa-ges from a - far,
in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
and be pure, as pure art thou;

9
B
| I

N I |

|
—a O —6— —
=i= o ﬁ; j

branch of roy - al Da - vid’s stem
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine,
man - 1 - fest 1in  gra- cious will,
that we might be - come like thee

L )} 1

in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
chang-ing wa - ter 1n - to wine;
ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,

EE_'_'__! ﬁ
|

| | | e

e
s
-
1
1
AlJ

TTNN

\

NO
an e

"Ll | | | | |

J 4 o 9 4

an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

God in flesh made man-1 - fest.

Buw
fnm
| N

T e
T —

N et

===

== =l

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—-1885, alt.

Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622—-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750




The assembly is seated
Installation of Leaders in the Congregation

P These people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and 

sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our 

mutual mission as a congregation. 

A reading from First Corinthians: 

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 

of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in 
this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of 
faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together 
with the whole church. 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation 
in worship, learning, witness, service and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the 
wider church, in this community and in the whole world. 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that 
the Spirit who empowers you may be glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony and mutual understanding in this congregation. 

P On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the 
offices to which you have been elected?
R I will, and I ask God to help me.

P People of God, I ask you: 

Will you support these, your elected leaders, 

and will you share in the mutual ministry 

that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us.
P I now declare you installed as leaders of this congregation. 

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds 

in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

C Amen
The assembly stands
apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.  Amen
-15-
Prayers of Intercession
A Called to know, love, and follow you, O God, 
we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P Trusting your love and healing, O God, we 
commend to you all for whom we pray, knowing 
you will hear and answer, through Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.

The assembly is seated
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need
  8:15 a.m.  Faith Chorale         “On Eagles’ Wings”         arr. Ferguson
10:45 a.m.  “O Christ, the Healer”

          arr. George Shearing
-16-
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills 

were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church 

be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

C Amen
Lord's Prayer
P Let us pray with confidence

in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial


and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,


and the glory are yours,


now and forever.  Amen
SENDING
Blessing

P God the Father, light-creator;

God the Son, Light from Light;

and God the Holy Spirit, light-revealer,

bless you and + give you peace.

C Amen
-17-
Sending Song
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Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the good news.

C Thanks be to God.

POST-SERVICE MUSIC

“Heavenly Sunlight”




    arr. Mark Hayes
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2015 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father

and from the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:7, NIV).

Welcome to the Lord’s house for worship!
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