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Luke 6:20-31; All Saints C; 11/6/16                          Pastor Ellen Schoepf 

In case you have not heard, we are at the end of a very bitter and 

brutal election season.  In case you have not been aware of what is going 

on in our country, let me clue you in.  We have been hearing vicious 

rhetoric as ideological agendas and political platforms are promoted.  

Rhetoric concerning economic issues and justice issues has been spewing 

forth as candidates bloviate regarding their visions and policy positions for 

our country.  And today, amid all the viciousness that seems to encircle us, 

I have a news flash for you.  I have some mind-blowing, earth-shaking, in-

breaking news for you!  Today, cutting into the mix of all this drama, Jesus 

has something to tell us as he lays before us THE major policy statement of 

his reign in the form of a powerful, prophetic, proclamatory address to his 

followers.  And, his proclamation to us is rather disconcerting as he again 

turns things upside down and drives home the topsy-turvy news regarding 

the order of things in God’s kingdom and rule.   

On this All Saints Sunday, Jesus is speaking directly to us as he 

invites us into his holy venture to live out our faith. Jesus is not describing 

an ideological agenda or a political platform.  He does not provide us with 

an abstract or empty definition of discipleship or sainthood.  He is not 

listing for us qualifications describing some “how to” method to get into 
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heaven.   Jesus is describing a vision of God’s reign which he totally and 

completely embodies.  What he is doing is calling all of us to become 

faithful and effective agents of God’s reign right here and right now.  And, 

quite frankly, for those of us who live in middle class to upper class 

America, his words to us are so very, very challenging.  The “rules of 

engagement” of Jesus’ reign stand in sharp contrast to the presumed rights 

of the prosperous as he talks about wealth, abundant food, the good stuff 

of life and all that we consider blessings.  Jesus’ words and vision are 

simply at odds with the way things are in our lives and in the world.  Jesus 

knows that we are possessed by our possessions and the so called 

“blessings” we feel we have and enjoy.  He knows that our understanding 

of blessings goes something like this: 

 Blessed are you who are winners, you who are successful, you 
who achieve greatness and make a lot of money, for you have 
worked hard to get all that you have. 

 Blessed are you who have plenty to eat, you who have full 
stomachs, for you deserve what you have and can enjoy the finer 
pleasures of life as you get the nicest seats in exclusive 
restaurants. 

 Blessed are you who are enjoying the good times, laughing and 
living the good life, after all you earned what you have.   

 Blessed are you when others think highly of you, for you have 
worked hard to earn that level of greatness, that pedigree and 
status. 
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Yes, these aspects of life are what we tend to name as “blessings.”   

But, Jesus sees these as characteristics of the lost and proclaims woe to 

any of us who find ourselves looking at life in this way.  By proclaiming woe 

to this way of life, Jesus announces the evil and injustice in our way of 

living and thinking.  Jesus says the poor and the hungry are the ones who 

are blessed, for their fortunes are going to be reversed.  He says, “Are you 

weeping?  You are blessed because you will laugh.  Do people hate, 

exclude, and revile you on account of the Son of Man?  Jump for joy, for 

your reward is great in heaven; their grandparents hated and excluded the 

prophets too.”  Jesus is saying God is not impressed with what we consider 

blessings.  In fact, all that we consider “blessings” misrepresents his 

message.  Oh, yes, Jesus is again turning this world, our thinking and even 

our conventional assumptions about religion upside down.  Jesus blesses 

those who suffer and he curses those whose wealth, comfort, and prestige 

are built upon this same suffering.   

Now, quite honestly, as we live in the cushioned environment of our 

so called “blessings,” many of us would probably say, “I am not poor, but I 

identify with the poor,” or “I work with the poor,” or maybe even “I send 

money to the poor, I care about the poor.”  We might even want to quibble 

about the definition of “poor,” or “hungry” or “weeping.”  Surely we, the 
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faithful, are among the blessed.   So, if we are honest with ourselves, we 

need to ask, “If we are not the poor, the hungry, the weeping, or the 

excluded, what are we to hear from this so-called “good news?”  Pastor 

Laura Sugg, when asking this question, suggests: 

Luke’s Jesus is fulfilling God’s compassion for the oppressed.  Jesus’ 
first words to people in Luke’s Gospel repeat the words from Isaiah: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor.” (4:18a) Throughout Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus lives this out by talking with those on the margins, challenging 
the status quo, and convicting those who feel certain they are 
righteous.  (Feasting on the Word, p. 240.) 
 
The kingdom of God that Jesus embodies is not some abstract 

theological term about a time and place the world has never known.  Jesus 

is calling us to be faithful agents of God’s reign right here and right now.  

God’s kingdom, God’s reign, breaks through when we love our enemies.  It 

takes hold when we do good to those who hate us.  It comes alive when we 

bless those who curse us.  It shines brightly when we pray for those who 

abuse or mistreat us.  It shows up when we honor the request of the 

beggars.  And when we live our lives by the principle of “do unto others as 

you would have them do to you,” and loving as God calls us to love, we 

truly live out our citizenship in God’s kingdom and bear witness to God’s 

reign.   
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I must say, living this kind of life is not easy.  In fact, it is very difficult.  

It means we must become vulnerable and that is a condition most of us 

would rather avoid.  But, Jesus is always unsettling us and, as he tells us 

that the order of things in God’s rule is reversed, we discover that life with 

God means knowing what poverty and hunger and sorrow and being 

cursed looks like.  It means knowing how it feels to be overlooked and 

discounted.  It means knowing what it is like to be hated.  And, it means 

allowing ourselves to become vulnerable, living in solidarity all others, 

and admitting our total dependence upon God. 

As we hear Jesus’ words to us on this All Saints Sunday, perhaps the 

best good news we are given is the fact that what Jesus is describing is all 

about God, and not us.  That is what truly gives us hope.  Jesus’ words are 

ultimately descriptive of God’s kingdom and not prescriptive of what we 

need to try to do and be more of because the fact of the matter is that no 

matter how hard we try, we simply cannot become more saintly.  No matter 

what we do, we simply cannot become more deserving of God’s grace.  

The reality is that we are all losers, and God passionately loves losers.  

We all are dust and to dust we shall return.  And, thanks be to God that our 

God is one who is always present in the places where we don’t think God 

hangs out – with the wretched, the despairing, the wanting, the wasted and, 
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yes, the losers.   There is nothing that any one of us can do on our own 

accord that makes us holy.  It is only through Jesus that we are made holy.   

On this All Saints Sunday the good news is that we are all both saint 

and sinner.  We are not called saints because we are without sin or have 

become saintly through works.  No, with all our works and by ourselves, we 

are nothing but condemned sinners.  But, we have been made holy through 

a foreign holiness, namely, through that of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

made us holy by faith, a faith that even in itself is all gift.   

On this All Saints Sunday, amid all the drama that is taking place 

within the world, within our culture and within our country, the good news is 

found in Jesus’ powerful, prophetic, and proclamatory words to us today.  

God is the one who is ultimately in charge.  Jesus is describing the order 

of things in God’s kingdom and rule, and describing God’s love affair for 

humanity, for this whole broken, messed up world full of messed up people.  

Jesus is giving a word that tells us, “You are loved, you are accepted as 

you are, I am with you in the mess, and I have made you my own.”  So, as 

we sing the songs of the saints of God we sing knowing that by the Spirit of 

the living Christ, we get to be saints too! 


