ANNOUNCEMENTS
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May 1, 2016
Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
DEADLINES
Sunday worship folder announcements(Tuesday of each week

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

June/July Faith Family News newsletter(May 16

Submit to Taylor Belonga tay3394@yahoo.com
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:
( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—

Pat Belonga, Chris Cotter, Tim Drummond

    
Dick and Lil Jennings

Christine, Izzy and Danny Loewen


Allie, Heather, Bill and Al
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Lani Yearicks

     and Melody and Adam Wright

( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Micah, Connor, Emmit and R-Mahn. Pray for each to be adopted and

    for Jesus to be their lifelong friend.

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include

Pastor Daniel Stoneback and the congregation of Rose City Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
Confirmation mentors in honor of Virginia, 

Alexis, Molly, Alyssa and Emilee
Vase 2
Gretchen Bills in celebration of Leah Kaczanowcke’s fifth birthday
Altar flowers are available for dedication on May 15, June 19 and June 26. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Weekly Offering 04/24/2016

Year-to-date as of 03/31/2016






Income

$70,576.22

--Not available at press time--

Expenses
  75,524.77





Net Income
$(4,948.55)

THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Sixth Sunday of Easter

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

Affirmation of Baptism
Five young people will affirm their baptismal vows this morning having completed a two-year catechetical instruction by way of preparation. Those affirming their baptismal vows are Virginia Rose Heft, Alexis Leigh Hereza, Molly Elisa Hereza, Alyssa Louise Magyar and Emilee Elizabeth Nussdorfer.
11:30 a.m.
Worship Committee meeting
Tuesday, May 3
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch lectionary study group in Pastor Ellen’s office

Wednesday, May 4
7:30 a.m.
Men’s study group in the library has resumed!



Please join them weekly or as often as you can.

9:30 a.m.
Quilting and Samaritas ACTION

6:30 p.m.
Faith Bells


Membership Development Committee meeting

7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir
LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, May 8
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP
3:00 p.m.
The Willows at Okemos special worship service
_______________

PLEASE PUT THESE FUTURE EVENTS ON YOUR CALENDAR(
Synod Assembly Special Offering Next Sunday, May 8

The 2016 North/West Michigan Synod Assembly convenes Sunday, 
May 15. The theme of this year’s assembly is “For the Life of the World.” Offerings from synod congregations and voting members are received at the opening and closing worship services at synod assembly. Synod Council has authorized these gifts to be divided evenly to support two strategic ministry areas as follows:

ELCA World Hunger

ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty.

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Disaster Relief Fund

This new dedicated fund was developed by the Bishop and his staff and approved by Synod Council at their February 2016 meeting. The purpose of this fund is to have immediate resources available to the Bishop and his staff to enable timely support of congregations who step up to assist others following significant disasters in our synod (natural or human-caused).

_______________
Stewardship focus for May 

Our Stewardship focus for May is Faith Lutheran Church Youth.  
On Sunday, May 22, we will be taking a noisy offering for our Youth Program.   Half of the offering will be going toward the West Virginia Mission Trip our youth will be taking this summer.  The other half will be set aside as scholarship money for Faith youth who participate in various events throughout the year.
_______________

Future Events cont’d
Presentation on Tanzania

Scott Weaver has just recently returned from a trip to Tanzania.  On Sunday, May 22, Scott will be giving a presentation on his trip and the work he did while in Tanzania.  Plan to join us as we learn about the work his deeply meaningful experience.
_______________
New Fire Pit 

You may have noticed that we have a new fire pit on our back lawn.  Elliot Kadrofske built this fire pit as an Eagle Scout project.  We will dedicate this fire pit on Sunday, May 29, at the end of our morning worship service.  Please join us as we thank Elliot for his work and 
as we celebrate this addition to the life of our Faith community.
_______________
[image: image1.wmf]New Directory

Do you ever have trouble matching a name

with a face when seeing another person

within our community? To help you out, 

we are beginning the work of creating a

new pictorial church directory. Elaine Harrison

and Linda Gerard will be chairing this project.

If anyone is interested in helping in this endeavor,

please speak to one of them. Creating a new directory is just another way in which we celebrate the 60th year in the life of this congregation,
In the meantime, Rita can activate access to our current online church directory. Let her know if you are interested. In addition to seeing the directory, you can also look at your giving history and print off current statements. You access your information with a unique user ID and password; no one else can see your offering information.

_______________
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SIXTY PLUS OR MINUS
    


 


Lunch gathering on our






usual third Wednesday,







May 18 at







11:30 a.m.







Please sign up







on the clipboard







on the narthex







Faith at Work display 






board so we know







how much food to plan!

Program -  A Florida Sampler: Birds, Animals, Flowers and More

A program featuring Tom Rasmussen and his beautiful nature photography is a perennial favorite. You have not seen Florida until you’ve seen it through Tom’s lens!

Food – The committee will provide a cold-cut tray and bread for sandwiches. Bring a side dish of salad or dessert to share with friends.

_______________

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH NIGHT WITH THE 
LANSING LUGNUTS VS THE WEST MICHIGAN WHITECAPS
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FRIDAY, JUNE 24 AT 7:05 P.M.

$11/TICKET

ORDER DEADLINE: SUNDAY, MAY 22

SIGN UP ON THE MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CLIPBOARD ON THE NARTHEX FAITH AT WORK DISPLAY
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spring Compassion Sunday 2016 continues today. Stop by the fellowship area Compassion table to get information on how you can become a sponsor. Brendan Guenther will be standing by to answer any questions you may have about the Compassion program.
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Swarming – Don’t Despair. . .this is a fundraiser by the Youth Group that is replacing Flocking. We are currently trying to raise money for the Group Mission Trip to Hurricane, West Virginia and to support The Honeybee Conservancy, which is supporting the rebuilding of beehives in the Midwest and nationally.

Mission Trip – We will be heading to Hurricane, West Virginia from July 22-26 to assist people with their hoes and any projects they need to help them with their quality of life. All fundraisers that the Youth participate in will benefit our Mission work. Please see our fundraising goals sheet posted on the Faith @ Work display board.
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be from August 1-5 from 9:00am-12:L00pm and is titled “High Seas Expedition: Exploring the Mighty Love of God.” We have several volunteer opportunities still available for this very entertaining and inspiring week. Also, as with last year, we are unable to borrow decorations as we have done before, so we are going to be making them ourselves!! Please join Parish Education as we create all of our scenery and all of our Bible Buddies, etc. If you have any questions, please let Melinda know.

Sunday School Teachers for 2015-2016 – There are several positions available, so please consider helping. The curriculum is VERY easy and the children are great. If we have multiple teachers per grade, it allows for some flexibility on how often you have to teach. We also need a substitute list.

Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!

Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams: Blessing Bags, Bingo Night and Faith Vacation Bible School. Use this link to get started:

https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions.
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos
Podcasts

ITUNES

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/your-faith-journey/id1085174663?mt=2
STITCHER

http://www.stitcher.com/podcast/dad-spotlight/your-faith-journey?refid=stpr
You also can find the audio available 

on Faith’s website under worship

Sermons

http://faithlutheranokemos.org/sermons/
Special music

http://faithlutheranokemos.org/category/special-music/
